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Dedication 

 

For my first love. 

My greatest love. 

My forever love. 

THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. 

Savior of this world.  

Forever LORD! 

 
And dedicated additionally to my precious sister in the Lord Wanda who even in the midst 

of an unfathomable fiery life-threatening trial has never stopped praising and magnifying 

and worshiping the Lord! Regardless of the ultimate outcome of the trial, I can’t fathom 

the joy she has brought the Lord in her time on this earth nor the praise she will bring to 

Him when one day she as His faithful follower finds herself in His full face-to-face forever 

presence! She inspires me, and many I’m sure, to be thankful for the greatest blessing of 

all. The Lord Jesus Christ and a forever relationship with Him through repentance and faith 

in Him and a life devoted to Him as Lord! I have never known her even in her toughest 

moments not to be filled with the love and peace and hope and joy of and trust in Jesus! I 

thank the Lord for sisters and friends and inspirations like Wanda…! 
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A Little Letter from Lara 

 

   Dear friend, 

 

   I am so humbled, blessed, privileged, honored, and excited this little book written from 

my heart has found its way into your hands and hopefully into your heart. Please know I 

am not a Bible expert. I am nothing more than a simple woman who was once broken for 

decades beyond any human hope and who now lives and breathes to love, honor, praise, 

serve, obey, and bring glory to Jesus Christ forever Lord!  

   Anything we ever read or hear concerning the Lord and the Bible should always be 

measured against the Bible. The Lord will ALWAYS and ONLY speak in line with His 

Word. If you ever read a word I have written or hear a word I have spoken that does not 

line up with God’s Truth according to His Word, please let it go.  

   My heart for each and every person on this earth is not to believe in and follow me and 

what I write, but to repent and believe in and follow the Lord Jesus Christ and the Bible. I 

am merely called to use the gifts of writing and speaking the Lord has given me to help and 

encourage people to forever follow HIM! 

   I hope and pray what you find in these pages will be an encouragement to you to believe 

in and faithfully forever follow Jesus, and that you will take the love, time, and care to 

daily, diligently, devotedly read, study, and live by the Bible for the glory of Christ.  

   If there is a single word in this book that falls short of glorifying God, may it be 

immediately gone from your life. For any and all words that help you to find, follow, and 

devote yourself utterly to Jesus with a heart filled with humility, service, and thanksgiving 

to God almighty in Christ, then please don’t give me an ounce of credit. Please give the 

Lord ALL THE GLORY.  

   My heart would be humbled to know if anything I ever write, ever say, or ever do would 

bring glory to the Lord and would help people live their lives utterly for Christ.  

 

   love & blessings, lara 
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Welcome Message from My Heart to Yours  

 

   If this book were to have a mission statement, the statement would be simple. For this is 

what the Spirit of God told me to do when He gave me this book to write. To encourage 

His followers to be thankful.  

    In love for and obedience to the Lord, then, this is my mission for this book. To help 

Christ’s followers to be thankful, not once in a while, not periodically, not when we’re in 

the mood, not when we have something we should be thankful for, but continually.  

   For the Bible makes it clear that it is the Lord’s will that we be thankful – continually. 

Regardless of our circumstances. To be thankful for the Lord, to be thankful to the Lord, 

and to be thankful because of the Lord.  

   Thanksgiving should be for Christ’s followers a way of life. I don’t know about you, but 

I have yet to learn to be consistently and continually thankful as I should be.  

   May this book, then, be an encouragement to you, and to me, and to others, to be thankful. 

Consistently. And persistently. Enduringly. Everlastingly.  

   Before I dive deep into 365 Blessings, please find a copy of my Finding the Light Gospel 

tract which includes my personal story along with a clear and simple explanation of the 

Gospel message to help ensure whoever reads this 365 Blessings devotional book has a 

rock-solid foundation with the Lord Jesus Christ before proceeding into the encouragement 

the Spirit of God has placed on my heart to share with you in practicing a lifestyle of love 

for, obedience to, and thanksgiving for and to Christ!  

     May this book encourage you to believe in Jesus Christ as Lord, to follow Jesus Christ 

as Lord, to be thankful to God almighty in Christ for who He is, what He has done, is doing, 

and will do, and for each and every message contained within founded on the glorious 

Word of God. 

    May you be mightily loved, inspired, helped, encouraged, convicted, refined, purified, 

transformed, and prepared by the Lord through 365 Blessings and the messages within its 

pages herein.  

   May you live & breathe for THE LORD JESUS CHRIST now & forever!  

   In Christ’s immeasurably rich love,  

 

   lara 
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Finding the Light 

lara love’s true story 

with a life-changing message 

 
Finding the Light can be found on my ministry website at www.GoodNews.love 

and can be ordered in pocket-sized printed form  

for distribution to others. 

 

   Whether you’re unfathomably successful in the world’s eyes and live in a mansion as you 

indulge in the pleasures of this life, or homeless and hurting, wildly wealthy and living your 

dreams or spending the rest of your life on death row, a blue collar worker enjoying a 

typical American blue collar life, lost and broken or perfectly content with your life, living 

in my neighborhood or living on the other side of the world, poor and downtrodden or rich 

and think you have it all together, disabled and dying or an Olympic athlete in the throes 

of the best years of your life, a criminal who has yet to be caught or an abused person too 

scared to tell anyone, high on drugs you can’t stop taking or high on an awesome life you 

can’t get enough of, happily married or devastatingly divorced, no matter your story, we 

all have one.  

   Whether or not you can relate to my story, I can promise you this. The message that goes 

with it is the best message in the universe. And it’s the one message no matter our individual 

stories every human needs to hear.  

   I pray you’re blessed, forever changed, and indescribably inspired as you read what is 

contained herein.  

   With love,  

 

   Lara  
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My Story  

    I come from a background of childhood sexual abuse, post-traumatic stress disorder, 

alcoholism, an eating disorder, self-mutilation, years of wanting to commit suicide, horrible 

anxiety, debilitating depression, gut-wrenching emotional pain, indescribable 

hopelessness, abandonment by my family when I confronted my main perpetrator of sexual 

abuse, continual broken relationships with men, abandonment by two husbands, two 

unwanted   divorces, hospitals, the psychiatric ward, counselors, therapists, psychologists, 

psychiatrists, self-help groups, recovery programs, medications, welfare, food stamps,    

charity care, long-term disability, total despair, total brokenness, darkness beyond measure. 

Despite being enormously blessed with being raised in a family that had a lot of love as 

well as much wealth and being very well loved and cared for overall, and receiving an 

excellent education, we had our problems that nobody else could see which affect me to 

this very day. 

    One night, decades ago, long before I started dealing with the sexual abuse, lost my 

family, and was married and lost my marriages, I wrote something in drunken scribble in 

my journal and forgot all about it until I was sober. “Please someone help me please.” 

Several years later, I found that someone. And I found the way out of my crushing pain and 

utter brokenness. I found what would become for me the way out of darkness and into a 

light unimaginable, and what I would ultimately come to see is the only everlasting way 

out of the darkness of this world. 

   One day on a random beach on a random day with a random friend, I ran to the public 

restroom so I could sob in my incredible despair. I had just come out of a psychiatric ward 

followed by five weeks in the eating disorders unit of a hospital. I was dealing head on with 

the childhood sexual abuse and with the loss of my family.  

   In my complete despair, I cried out four simple words. “Please God help me.” When I 

returned to the beach, I found what looked like a crumpled piece of trash at my feet. I 

picked it up and read what lay inside. It was a prayer written in someone’s script 

handwriting. 

   On my hands and knees that night, broken beyond imagination, I spoke the prayer and 

was instantly transformed. I was so stunned by what transpired that I immediately called 

my counselor at the time and told her I thought I had finally gone completely over the edge 

and perhaps had been hallucinating. I had such an amazing, supernatural experience in 

terms of what I heard and saw that I could not fathom that something like that could happen 

to me. My counselor suggested that maybe something good had happened. Little did I know 

what had actually transpired, and how my life would never be the same. I had not gone 

over the edge into insanity. I had gone over the edge of my old life and into something 

beyond my wildest dreams. I had received the Lord Jesus Christ.  

   Though I could not start my physical life over again and choose different circumstances, 

I was reborn spiritually when I spoke that prayer and given a new start. Looking back in 

retrospect, I can see now that for some time before that night God had been wooing me, 

drawing me to Himself by His Holy Spirit. Over and again, I would find myself in usually 

mostly empty churches not during service times, saying the name Jesus. Though I believed 

in a generic God, I knew almost nothing about God and little about Jesus. Even as I was 

falling apart by the very breath, desperately wanting out of the darkness, I was being drawn 

to the Lord. I had asked God numerous times to forgive me by then, but I had no 
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understanding of sin, of repentance, of Jesus Christ and the cross. I simply couldn’t resist 

what was pulling me, not comprehending it was God’s Spirit leading me. In retrospect, I 

can see now God had planted seeds long before that and was scattering seed through His 

children into my life even during that time, but nothing until then had become of them. The 

night I spoke that prayer, and received Jesus Christ, this marked the beginning of what I 

would only see years later with clarity. 

   I had spent decades looking for a physical something or a human someone to take away 

my pain and make me whole. Little did I know the someone I needed wasn’t human at all. 

The someone I had cried out to in my drunken scrawl several years earlier, though I had 

not known it at the time, was God through the Lord Jesus Christ. 

   As a woman who had grown up in a Jewish family that didn’t believe in God, and as a 

woman who dabbled, flirted, and engaged in all sorts of dangerous and false spiritual 

practices, including agnosticism and atheism, the last thing I expected was to find my 

salvation in the Lord God almighty through faith in Jesus Christ.  

   My life didn’t get easier the day I received Jesus. It became much harder. I discovered 

only later that God never promises us an easy life. But He promises believers in and 

followers of Jesus everlasting life and invites us into a breathtakingly beautiful forever 

relationship with Him. I didn’t know back then Christ’s followers can have an amazing 

loving relationship with God on this earth - and forever. 

   Nor did I know back then Jesus didn’t want me to just believe in Him. He wanted me to 

follow Him. This is true for us all, but how ignorant I was! When I finally picked up the 

Bible and began to learn and live the life God planned for me, everything changed. Not my 

circumstances, which remained hard and are hard to this very day. But I began to develop 

a relationship with God so beautiful and so awesome that I realize today that I can have the 

love and hope and joy and peace and faith and trust and fulfillment and intimacy that I had 

wanted all along but could never find in this world.  

   I was to come to find that the love, light, hope, joy, peace, faith, trust, fulfillment, and 

eternal intimate fellowship with God Christ’s followers can have are not contingent on the 

circumstances of our lives but are dependent on a rock-solid relationship with God in Jesus 

Christ. I had lived my life on a roller coaster, continuously feeling high when things went 

well and desperately depressed and broken when things went poorly which they so often 

did. Over time, as my relationship with the Lord eventually grew, I realized I no longer 

needed to live my life on that roller coaster. God wanted to teach me how to walk day by 

day in His magnificent and glorious light – the light of the Lord Jesus Christ – no matter 

my circumstances.  

   When I look back, the biggest missing piece in my life was not just that for decades I 

hadn’t believed in Jesus Christ. It was that from what I recall anyway that nobody took the 

time, love, and care to sit down with me and to clearly and carefully explain exactly how I 

could have a true fresh start in life, a brand new beginning, leaving behind the darkness and 

living a light- & love-filled life, enjoying the awesome blessings of God, carrying with me 

continuously the hope of everlasting life all the while learning to rejoice moment by 

moment in the indescribably amazing beauty of being in forever fellowship with God 

through Christ. Oh, if only I had known! If only I had known and understood the true 

Gospel message, how to be born again through Christ and how to live and thrive and rejoice 
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as a genuine follower of Christ as God by His Spirit and through His amazing Word would 

ultimately teach me. A life lived in sold-out commitment to Him!   

   I hope you will let me be the someone in your life to share with you the Good News of 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ so that you, too, will get a fresh start, leave behind the darkness 

and come into God’s magnificent light, develop an amazing loving relationship with God 

on this earth, and look forward to everlasting life. You don’t have to stay in the darkness 

any longer. Are you ready to live in the light?  

 

Living in the Light  

   Many years later now, I can honestly say I have a stunningly, awesomely, amazingly, 

indescribably, phenomenally rich, fulfilling, exciting, peace-filled, joyful, and light-filled 

life. For one reason alone. The Lord. I do not find any of this in the world around me, not 

especially in my circumstances and ongoing challenges. I find it all in Christ who now lives 

in and through me. For God by His Spirit has led me into and taught me how to have an 

ever growing, wonderful, fabulous, intimate, closer-by-the-breath, personal relationship 

with Himself through Christ as He conforms me to Christ’s image. 

   You might be surprised to know the circumstances of my life are still incredibly hard and 

painful. I do not have the life that most people would want. My family situation remains 

tragic, though I am blessed immeasurably God healed my relationship with my beloved 

Mom and privileged God now uses me to talk to her about Christ and to show her His love. 

He also brought another family member back into my life to  whom I speak about Him. 

That said, my life has remained challenging in many respects. I lost my long-time beloved 

pastor unexpectedly, have lost numerous of my sweet dogs who are like my little family 

since I no longer have one, lost my closest female friend who was found dead with a 

gunshot wound to her chest, my ex-husband whom I still love approaches the end of his 

life with a life-threatening medical disease and a life-threatening prescription drug 

addiction, I am single, am on the road full-time for ministry as of April 2017, have relatively 

no social life to be available to the Lord and for ministry 24-7, live an exceedingly simple 

lifestyle, haven’t had a real vacation for years as I care for the last of my handicapped and 

senior rescued dogs after 20 years of dog rescue work, lost most of what I have ever wanted 

and did not get what I once desperately desired, and work exceedingly hard in my ministry 

with no staff but thank God a few friends to help with one aspect of it, and yet I can promise 

you I am blessed literally beyond measure.  

   The love, joy, peace, hope, freedom, excitement, passion, sense of purpose, trust, faith, 

blessedness, light, and so very much more that fills me daily is absolutely without measure. 

Of course it is. It comes from God!  

   Why do I have this now? Because I am at last wholly, 100% the Lord’s. I have it because 

of HIM. HE gets ALL THE GLORY! For years, I was a believer in Jesus Christ but not a 

follower. I refused to give up the ways of this world, and I lived for myself. For a long time, 

I didn’t read the Bible and solidly plant myself in the Body of Christ with believers in 

Christ who could help me to follow Him. I did not attend church nor have a biblically sound 

pastor. 

   When I finally started studying the Bible, going to church, and learning, I did nothing 

with the Bible. I was a hearer, not a doer of God’s Word. I was also for a long while under 

false teaching, sucked in by the    exceedingly deceptive “prosperity gospel”. I was taught 
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I could basically wave my magic wand and get God to do whatever I wanted. I thought 

God was here to serve me instead of that Jesus is Lord and that I was created to love, serve, 

and glorify God. My life was a mess! My heart was a mess! Everything was a mess! God 

by His Holy Spirit led me to repentance, drew me into His Word, began to teach me the 

Truth by His Spirit, and began a lifelong process of sanctification in which daily He renews 

my mind and transforms my life by His Spirit through His Word in preparing me for 

eternity with Him and ever using me to help others to become forever followers of the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  

   Now, at long last, I live and breathe to love, honor, revere, praise, worship, and serve 

God and to be conformed to His image and to grow ever closer to Him. I have finally 

become willing to forsake all for the Lord, leaving behind me my wants, wishes, and desires 

so that I can be available 24-7 to love, adore, and serve Him in my ministry work. I spend 

every day loving Him, seeking Him in prayer and Bible study with His Spirit teaching me 

and continual communication and communion with Him, learning to follow Him. I care for 

the sweet dogs He has placed in my hands whom for years now He has used endlessly to 

introduce me to people with whom I can talk about Him, pray for, minister to, give Gospel 

tracts to, etc. And I stay ever connected to Christ’s Body – my fellow Christ followers so 

we can love, encourage, help, support, and comfort one another as we grow in relationship 

with God. 

   What a humbling, blessed, amazing and awesome privilege it is as of 2017 to be moving 

from location to location as the Spirit of God leads me to do my streets ministry work and 

write, publish, and distribute the Gospel tracts and devotionals I write both from my own 

heart and hands and via mail to prisons, homeless shelters, churches, ministries, groups, 

and individuals requesting to distribute them. 

   While I continue to struggle and my heart still hurts over all the losses and challenges I 

have faced, and continue to face, I no longer get lost in any of it. For I know now Jesus 

Christ died on the cross for me not so I could live for me, but so I can live for God almighty 

forever in Christ. Oh, what joy! What joy! What light! What love! How glorious is the 

Lord!  

  Are you ready to leave the darkness behind and to walk in the light of the Lord forever?  

 

The Gospel Message 

   Ever since the first man and woman Adam and Eve sinned against God and were kicked 

out of their perfect lives in the Garden of Eden and lost most importantly their relationship 

with God, all humans have been born into sin resulting in the curse leading to death and 

eternal separation from God in fiery torment in hell and the lake of fire. We as sinners can’t 

live face to face with the perfect, holy, and righteous Lord God almighty in His full forever 

glorious magnificent presence in His indescribably awesome eternally blissful Kingdom of 

heaven because of our sins which separate us from Him. We all fall short of God’s glory, 

and we can’t earn His love, forgiveness, and everlasting life.  

     But God loves us so much He sent His only begotten Son Jesus Christ to the earth as a 

man, to die a heinous death on the cross to pay the death and hell penalty for our sins by 

taking God’s wrath at us for our sins upon Himself, and to be raised from the dead and to 

now sit on the right hand of God in heaven until He returns again as the final steps unfold 

leading to His forever Kingdom of heaven that will be filled with Christ’s followers. If we 
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repent of our sins, believe Jesus is the Son of God and died for us and was raised from the 

dead and is Lord, turning from our sins to a life devoted to God and His ways, we are 

forgiven and enter into a relationship with God and receive the promise of eternal life. We 

are born again spiritually with a clean slate and saved from God’s wrath, death, and hell 

and the lake of fire. 

     Belief in Christ as Lord is NOT an intellectual faith. Even the demons believe. True 

faith in Christ is an ongoing belief in Him, all that He is, did, is doing, says in the Bible, 

and a true trust in Him as Lord whereby we turn from our wicked ways and live according 

to the ways God teaches us in the Bible. We are not called to just believe in Christ in our 

minds. We are called to follow Him by yielding to God our very lives and demonstrating 

in our hearts, words, and actions that we have turned away from the ways of the world and 

turned to the Lord. We are to deny ourselves, take up our crosses, and follow Him whereby 

we die to ourselves and live for Him. Countless people who believe they will spend eternity 

with God in heaven based on an intellectual belief, an emotional experience, church 

attendance, good works, etc., will be turned away by Christ and end up in hell and the lake 

of fire forever apart from God because they neglected to understand and put into practice 

that believing in, and following, Christ is a WAY OF LIFE of living for God!    

   God commands us above all else to love Him with all our hearts and our neighbors as 

ourselves. Once born again, we must go through a life-long sanctification process whereby 

our minds are renewed by studying the Bible, our lives are transformed by God’s Spirit, 

and we are conformed to the image of Christ. Good works cannot earn our salvation, but 

good works should be the fruit of true repentance demonstrating that we are truly living 

our lives for the Lord. Our purpose on this earth is to love God, to love others, to proclaim 

the Gospel message to others and to help lead people into God’s Kingdom as we follow 

Christ, using the gifts God has given each of us to bring Him glory while rejoicing in and 

enjoying forever fellowship with Him! 

    The journey following Jesus can be incredibly hard, but it is amazingly beautiful when 

we walk in intimate fellowship with God through faith in Jesus Christ as Lord, devoting 

ourselves in love, faithfulness, devotion, and dedication to God almighty. 

    When we learn to walk with the Lord and to live the dreams He has for our lives, 

forsaking our own will and ways as we learn to live for Him and no longer for ourselves, 

we experience an intimate, personal relationship with God that is more beautiful and lasting 

than anything or anyone on this entire earth. 

   His love for us is forever, and the sacrifice we make in choosing to live the new life He 

has given us according to His ways and not ours is nothing compared with the love and the 

peace and the hope and joy He offers us for now and eternity in Christ.  

  There is no greater blessing, honor, nothing more humbling and amazing, than choosing 

to humble ourselves, to repent and believe in Christ as Lord, to surrender ourselves to God 

and live to love and serve and exalt and magnify and revere and honor and praise and bring 

glory to God forever!  

 

The Gift of God’s Holy Spirit 

   The Lord. A forever relationship with Him. His love. His forgiveness. His salvation. 

Rejoicing in Him. Just writing about this makes me smile inside my heart. But He’s so far 

away, isn’t He? Oh, but no! Not at all!  
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   Before Jesus left this earth and went up to heaven to be with God where He will be until 

He returns, He promised His followers the Holy Spirit, described in the Bible as comforter, 

helper, advocate, counsellor, teacher, and so incredibly much more! God’s very own Spirit! 

But we can’t see God’s Spirit, can we? So where is He? Where is this indescribably 

amazing blessing?  

   Christ’s followers are “sealed (Eph. 1:13)” with the Holy Spirit, who comes to live inside 

His followers, but this is not all! There is a baptism of the Holy Spirit that some may receive 

when they receive Christ as Lord and are born again, and others do not receive at that time. 

In this baptism of God’s Spirit, Christ’s followers are given the power, the strength, 

courage, boldness, the ability and wherewithal, the leading and direction, and spiritual 

gift(s), all that is needed to love and serve the Lord and to tell the world about the Lord 

Jesus Christ and to love and serve others! Study carefully God’s Word to learn about the 

Holy Spirit, and seek and find strong biblical teaching to help you understand and receive 

and live in the fulness of the Holy Spirit! 

   Many churches and pastors fall short in the teaching about the Holy Spirit or teach 

wrongly about Him if they teach of Him at all. I have had to do a lot of digging, into God’s 

Word and also into biblically sound writing from well-known evangelists from long ago, 

to have a deeper understanding about the Holy Spirit and to more fully take advantage of 

this breathtakingly beautiful and all-powerful gift and blessing of the Lord’s to His 

followers!  

   Now, day by day, I seek the re-filling of God’s Spirit, I seek to love and follow and obey 

Him rather than to grieve Him, I seek to repent when He convicts me of sin, and I seek to 

be taught by Him, counseled by Him, strengthened by Him, transformed by Him, comforted 

by Him, sanctified by Him, to be sensitive to Him, to hear Him, be led by Him, and to be 

used by Him to help build God’s glorious Kingdom!   

   Watch Christ’s apostles in the Bible and His followers in general as they not only were 

indwelt by God’s Spirit, but were given the baptism of God’s Spirit, were filled anew with 

Him, were empowered by Him, and how right down to very specific instructions were 

lovingly and mercifully controlled by and led by Him in following Christ and proclaiming 

Him to the world!  

   Oh, what a gift is God’s Holy Spirit! Oh, what a blessing beyond measure is the baptism 

of the Spirit of God! Oh, what a blessing we cannot even conceive of until we ask for it and 

know it ourselves! To be sealed with God’s Holy Spirit, and to be indwelt by God’s Spirit 

when we are born again, and to receive the baptism of His Spirit and then to be filled again 

and again with His Spirit, and to be led throughout our lives by His Spirit, this is how the 

Lord intended His children to live! An immeasurable blessing indeed!  

 

Your New Beginning 

   If you are ready for a fresh start and to be born again, and if you truly believe what I have 

shared with you here, then repent from your sins and believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

   Cry out to God to save you, tell Him you are sorry for your sins and want His forgiveness, 

tell Him you know Jesus is His only begotten Son who came to the earth in the flesh and 

that He is Lord, and that you believe God resurrected Him from the dead.  

   Lots of people talk about saying a specific prayer to invite Jesus into your heart. I do not 

recommend that you say anybody else’s prayer but your very own. Being reborn is about 
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repenting and turning to God by receiving Jesus into your life as Lord and Savior and 

receiving the seal and indwelling of God’s Holy Spirit. This needs to happen as a result of 

your own true sorrow over your sins and your own genuine belief in Jesus and what He did 

on the cross for you. 

   Ask for the baptism of the Holy Spirit right then and there, or, if you are already born 

again but have never received the baptism of the Holy Spirit or need a fresh filling of God’s 

Spirit, ask God now!  

   When you are reborn, and you have been brought out of darkness and into God’s amazing 

light, you now have a fresh start. Now that you believe in Jesus as your Lord, you need to 

learn how to follow Him and to develop a strong personal relationship with God. 

   Study and apply the Bible to your life daily, and watch God transform your life. I use 

mostly the NKJV and King James versions. Some translations are considered gravely and 

dangerously inaccurate, so it’s imperative to research before choosing a translation and to 

ask a biblically sound, super solid Christ follower(s) for help if needed. 

   Assemble regularly with other followers of Jesus 

whether in a church setting, a Bible study, a house church, or another similar setting. Faith 

comes by hearing God’s Word, so be sure to hear it preached by 

someone who is strongly grounded in the Bible. 

   God warns us that as the world draws to a close and evil abounds, false teachers will 

come and many will be deceived. No matter how loving, comfortable, or good a person, 

church or pastor seems, make sure what you hear lines up with what the Bible teaches. The 

Bible is God’s Word, so you should measure everything in your life against it to make sure 

it’s from Him. 

   Spend time with God daily, praising Him, praying, pouring out your heart to Him, 

studying the Bible, listening to Him, making the changes He wants you to make, and 

learning to bring Him honor and glory in all that you do.  

   Above all else, always make Him your priority and make His will for your life your road 

map for living as you learn to follow Jesus. God speaks to His children through the Bible 

because it is His Word. Jesus says in the Bible, “My sheep know my voice.” As you develop 

your relationship with God, you should hear Him by His Spirit speaking to you. When God 

speaks into your heart, or through others to you, He will never speak against His own Word. 

So always check what you believe you hear from Him, or any counsel you receive from 

others, with the Bible to make sure it matches His Word. If what you hear does not line up 

with the Bible, it is not from Him.  

   Learn to be filled with God’s Spirit, to live by God’s Spirit, to hear and obey God’s Spirit, 

and to live for the glory of the Lord God almighty!  

   It is my privilege and honor to have shared with you my own personal story and how you, 

too, can move from darkness to light and have a fresh start, begin and develop your own 

intimate relationship with God, and enjoy His love now and forever in heaven. May you 

love and bring glory to Him forevermore! 

Scriptures 

   “Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 

soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the first and great commandment. And the second is 

like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all 

the Law and the Prophets.” Mt. 32:37-40 
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   “As it is written: “There is none righteous, no, not one;” Romans 3:10 

   “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23 

   “Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience.” Eph. 5:6 

   “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Romans 6:23 

   “The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all 

things that offend, and those who practice lawlessness, and will cast them into the furnace 

of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine forth as 

the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He 

who has ears to hear, let him hear!” Mt. 13:41-43 

   “Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, 

he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born 

when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus 

answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 

cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which 

is born of the Spirit is spirit.” John 3:3-6 

   “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16 

   “that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God 

has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9     

   “Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

Acts 2:38 

   ““If you love Me, keep My commandments. And I will pray the Father, and He will give 

you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever— the Spirit of truth, whom the 

world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for 

He dwells with you and will be in you. I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you.” 

John 14:15-18 

  “that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His glory. In Him you also 

trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having 

believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the guarantee of our 

inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.” 

Eph. 1:12-14 

   “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 

will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!”” Luke 11:13 

   “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.” Romans 8:14 

   “Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny 

himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.” Matthew 16:24 

   “And do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and 

acceptable and perfect will of God.” Romans 12:2 

   “He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of 

the Son of His love,” Colossians 1:13 
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   “Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. He who follows 

Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.”” John 8:12 

   “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” Romans 10:17 

   “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.” John 10:27 

   ““Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he 

who does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, 

have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many 

wonders in Your name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from 

Me, you who practice lawlessness!’” Mt. 7:21-23    

   ““But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which I say?” Luke 6:46 

   “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. We are bound 

to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is fitting, because your faith grows exceedingly, 

and the love of every one of you all abounds toward each other, so that we ourselves boast 

of you among the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and 

tribulations that you endure, which is manifest evidence of the righteous judgment of God, 

that you may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you also suffer; since it 

is a righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those who trouble you, and to give 

you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His 

mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on 

those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. These shall be punished with 

everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 

when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired among all those 

who believe, because our testimony among you was believed. Therefore we also pray 

always for you that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfill all the good 

pleasure of His goodness and the work of faith with power, that the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ may be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our God and the 

Lord Jesus Christ.” 2 Thess. 1:2-12 

   “And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no one deceives you. For many 

will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many. And you will hear 

of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these things must come 

to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 

kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places. All 

these are the beginning of sorrows. Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill 

you, and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake. And then many will be 

offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. Then many false prophets will 

rise up and deceive many. And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will 

grow cold. But he who endures to the end shall be saved.” Matthew 24:4-13 

   “And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 

whom You have sent.” John 17:3 

   “and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for 

Him who died for them and rose again.” 2 Cor. 5:15 

 

Your Own Story  

   I began by sharing how we all have our own stories and then shared with you from the 

heart my own.  
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   Now I am compelled to tell you that so long as you are alive and breathing, your story is 

not over. 

   Not only is where you will spend eternity contingent on whether or not you have made 

or make a decision to repent and believe in Jesus Christ as Lord whereby you genuinely 

commit your life to Christ, but how you choose to spend the rest of your time on this earth 

if you become Christ’s devoted follower will determine three things: 

• The rewards God has for you when you are with Him in the Kingdom of heaven 

• The quality of life you have here on this earth regarding your relationship with 

Christ and with others 

• Whether or not and to what degree you help to build God’s Kingdom by sharing 

the Gospel and helping people to find and forever follow Jesus 

   The Lord will vomit out lukewarm believers (Rev. 3:16). What does He desire? Followers 

who are totally devoted, totally sold out, totally dedicated, to Him – now and forever. Oh, 

may you be so! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



17 

 

 

365 Blessings 
 

 

 

A Devotional 

From the Heart of Lara Love 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



18 

 

BLESSING 1 

 

"Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through Me." John 14:6 

 

The greatest blessing in the entire universe is God almighty, His Son Jesus, His Spirit, His 

Word, His love, grace, mercy, forgiveness, salvation, peace, hope, joy, and a relationship 

with Him here on earth and forever in heaven which we can only have through the Lord 

Jesus Christ. Jesus died on the cross to take upon Himself God's wrath at all of humanity 

for all of our sins and our sin penalty of death, hell, and the lake of fire and was raised from 

the dead. Why? So all who turn from our sins and turn to Him as Lord with our hearts and 

lives truly devoted to God and His ways are forgiven and given everlasting life. The greatest 

blessing of all of time is the Lord Himself and to be in His presence forevermore. When 

you thank God for your blessings, may you be thankful most of all for the Lord Himself 

and for a forever relationship with Him through faith in Christ as Lord with your life truly 

devoted to Him forevermore! 

 

BLESSING 2 

 

"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the 

foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 

having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good 

pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted 

in the Beloved." Ephesians 1:3-6 

 

Why is it when we think of blessings do we tend to think of physical blessings instead of 

first and foremost the greatest blessings of all which are the Lord Himself, a forever 

relationship with Him, and all the spiritual blessings He bestows upon us like hope, love, 

peace, joy, grace, mercy, comfort, compassion, contentment, fulfillment, fellowship, 

friendship, and on and on? When you think of your blessings, do you think above all else 

of the Lord and a forever relationship with Him and then of these and all the other spiritual 

blessings with which He blesses you? What we see, hear, touch, taste, etc., are the most 

obvious, right? Most assuredly we should be thankful to God for all our physical blessings. 

But let's be mindful to thank God for our greatest blessings of all - beginning with Himself 

and going on and on when it comes to His spiritual blessings. When you spend time with 

God, when you read the Bible, and when you go through your each and every day, please 

keep your heart open to the Lord's blessedness. His blessings are unfathomably wonderful 

and too many to count. Most assuredly they are! How endless are the Lord's blessings! Oh, 

thank you Lord! Thank you Father! Thank you Jesus! Thank you for your spiritual 

blessings! 

 

BLESSING 3 

 

"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but have everlasting life." John 3:16 
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There is no greater love in the universe than God's love for the world He created, no greater 

expression of His love for us than that He sent His only Son Jesus to the cross to take the 

punishment for our sins we deserve on Himself and to be raised from the dead, and no 

greater gift throughout time than God forgiving us and giving us everlasting life when we 

turn from our sins and believe in Him as Lord. Isn't it something then how quickly we can 

doubt His love for us when things in our lives aren't going our way? When circumstances 

aren't the way we want them to be? When we can't actually feel His love? When we can't 

necessarily see His love with our human eyes when our life's circumstances are challenging 

and we're more focused on our challenges than on Him? If there is nothing else in the world 

we meditate on than the Lord Himself, than His love for us, than His death and resurrection, 

and than the promise of a forever relationship with Him when we give our lives to Him, we 

have a reason to be joyful and rejoice and celebrate and praise Him and to worship Him 

and to be thankful literally forevermore! I encourage you to take your eyes off your 

challenges and to set your heart and gaze upon Jesus, His death and resurrection, eternity 

with Him if you are His faithful follower, and God's Word! Then, friend, REJOICE! 

Forever and ever, REJOICE! 

 

BLESSING 4 

 

“Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called 

children of God!...” 1 John 3:1 

 

Can you fathom that the Lord of Lords, King of Kings, God almighty, Creator of the 

universe loves us so much He wants to be our Father and for us to be His children? Do you 

realize that because of His holiness and righteousness and sovereignty and perfection and 

because of our sins and ungodliness and unrighteousness that every one of us humans is 

bound for forever apart from God in eternal torment in hell and the lake of fire because we 

as sinners can't be in His full forever splendorous glorious face-to-face presence? Can you 

comprehend that He so desperately and passionately wants us to be in His forever family 

in His forever Kingdom to experience and enjoy His glory as both His children and His 

servants that He has paved a way through Jesus' death and resurrection for us to become 

His adopted children whereby we can bask in His love forevermore? He wants to be our 

Father more than we can possibly imagine. So much so He, God, came to earth in the form 

of a man, Jesus, to die in our place to purchase us with His own shed blood as the price for 

our adoption. Maybe you've heard of the wonderful adoption stories of married couples 

who spend years and travel across the world and spend incredible amounts of money to 

adopt children into their families. Despite how precious and beautiful this is, it can't even 

compare with the length to which the Lord has gone to become our forever Father - the 

length of going to the cross for us. We who follow Jesus are HIS CHILDREN. He is OUR 

FATHER. Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! May we who follow Jesus be 

forever thankful for our forever FATHER! Thank you FATHER! Glory to you almighty 

Father, almighty God, almighty Lord, forever and ever!  

 

 



20 

 

BLESSING 5 

 

"giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the 

saints in the light. He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into 

the kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom we have redemption through His blood, the 

forgiveness of sins." Colossians 1:12-14 

 

Out of the kingdom of the darkness of sin which results in the curse of death, hell, and the 

lake of fire forever apart from God and into the KINGDOM OF GOD filled with HIS 

LOVE, HIS LIGHT, HIS HOPE, HIS MERCY, HIS GRACE, HIS PRESENCE, HIS JOY, 

HIS FELLOWSHIP, HIS BLESSEDNESS, HIS BLESSINGS, HIS FRIENDSHIP, HIS 

LORDSHIP, HIS PASSION, HIS COMPASSION, HIS COMFORT, HIS ANGELS, HIS 

PROMISES, HIS FORGIVENESS, HIS TRUTH, HIS WORD, HIS FACE TO FACE 

INDESCRIBABLY SPLENDOROUS FOREVER GLORY. This Bible verse clearly 

shows us THE BLOOD Jesus shed on the cross for us has REDEEMED US and 

PURCHASED GOD'S FORGIVENESS and OUR FREEDOM so we can enter into HIS 

FOREVER KINGDOM! Glory to the Lord God almighty! No words can ever express the 

thanksgiving, praise, honor, worship, and glory God deserves for giving us a way out of 

darkness into HIS FOREVER LIGHT. Oh hallelujah! 

 

BLESSING 6 

 

"who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but 

according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time 

began, but has now been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has 

abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel," 2 Tim. 1:9-

10 

 

Five words in the scriptures above are breathtakingly beautiful - not to mention powerful 

and amazing - but so easily missed if you hurry through the verses as I confess I so often 

do in my usual high-speed lifestyle. Know which ones? These. "Not according to our 

works." God gives His love, grace, mercy, forgiveness, fellowship, presence, hope, joy, 

peace, and on and on INCLUDING EVERLASTING LIFE to those who do incredibly 

great and wonderful works every breath of their lives to earn their way to God's goodness, 

right? WRONG! God's indescribably phenomenally beautiful blessings cannot be earned 

by our works! They come to us by His love and grace! Through what Christ did on the 

cross! Through our repentance and turning to Him and His ways. Through faith in Jesus as 

Lord. Through our lives being dedicated to Him now and forever. "NOT ACCORDING 

TO OUR WORKS"! We should absolutely live our lives ever producing good works but 

not to earn God's amazing blessings, which we can't earn anyway, but in response to 

receiving His unfathomable love and goodness! Thank you Lord for giving us through your 

death and resurrection what we don't deserve. You! Forever with you! And all your 

awesome, awesome blessings! Thank you!!!! 
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BLESSING 7 

 

“Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!” Phil. 4:4 

 

Have you ever had one of those days, or times, or even whole seasons of your life, in which 

you feel anything but thankful? Like no matter how hard you tried, it was seemingly 

impossible to find an ounce of gratitude in your heart given your current life’s 

circumstances, challenges, etc.? Oh my goodness! I sure have! I actually went through 

years of brokenness during which I could barely fathom how I could be thankful given 

what I faced day after day. But the Lord taught me over time to be thankful each and every 

day NO MATTER WHAT because there are always things to be thankful for when we turn 

our attention to God and His blessings. My greatest discovery when it comes to 

thanksgiving is about rejoicing, and the message God gave me about rejoicing is abundantly 

evident in the two little scriptures above. WE CAN REJOICE IN JESUS! NO MATTER 

WHAT we face on a day-to-day basis, we can REJOICE and BE THANKFUL that JESUS 

CHRIST IS FOREVER LORD – and that we can through faith in Him be in His fellowship 

forevermore! Rejoice, my friend, rejoice. NO MATTER WHAT! There is no greater 

blessing than Jesus Himself, and how infinitely blessed we are that 24-7 we who follow 

Him have Him as our reason for rejoicing! 

 

BLESSING 8 

 

“If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 

will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!” Luke 11:13  

 

Why is it that when we pray to God that some of us tend to ask Him for some things but 

miss asking Him for the greatest things of all? We are so prone to asking for physical things, 

aren’t we? For the material and tangible. For the stuff we can see, touch, taste, feel, etc. To 

get more. To have more. To feel better. To be stronger. For someone to love. To love 

someone. Nothing wrong with asking for any of this, is there? But what if we were to ask 

for the very most important of all? For the very best of all? The best gifts ever are God 

Himself, a forever relationship with Him, His Holy Spirit who lives inside His followers, 

and His Word, the Bible. All His followers are sealed with the Holy Spirit who comes to 

live inside those who turn from their sins and believe in Christ as Lord. But we can go even 

further than this and ask Him to fill us with His Spirit including the courage and boldness 

and power and gifts of His Spirit necessary for helping to build His forever Kingdom by 

spreading the Gospel message and helping people to find and follow Jesus. We can ask for 

more and more of God’s Spirit, we can be filled and re-filled with more of the Spirit of 

Christ. We can have more and more of God living in and through us! Bless the Lord for the 

blessing of His Spirit!  

 

BLESSING 9 

 

“Your testimonies are wonderful; 

Therefore my soul keeps them. 
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The entrance of Your words gives light; 

It gives understanding to the simple. 

I opened my mouth and panted, 

For I longed for Your commandments. 

Look upon me and be merciful to me, 

As Your custom is toward those who love Your name. 

Direct my steps by Your word, 

And let no iniquity have dominion over me. 

Redeem me from the oppression of man, 

That I may keep Your precepts. 

Make Your face shine upon Your servant, 

And teach me Your statutes. 

Rivers of water run down from my eyes, 

Because men do not keep Your law.” Psalm 119: 129-136 

 

Can you see in the verses above the exceeding love and passion the psalmist has for the 

Lord and His Word? Can you see his extreme desire to know the Lord’s commands – and 

to keep them? And for others to know and keep them also? Can you imagine if you and I 

would be the same? If we would desire more than anything to love and please and obey the 

Lord and for others to do this also? One of the greatest blessings in the universe is the Bible, 

and yet are the Lord and His Word and obedience to Him our very greatest priorities? Are 

we as thankful as we should be that God almighty has blessed us with His very voice, with 

His love in print, with revealing Himself to us in the pages of the Bible, with His wisdom, 

His instructions, His teaching us His ways, His history, our human history, with prophecy 

of the future, with comfort and encouragement, with His salvation plan, with blessing after 

blessing after blessing contained within the pages of His Word? Hunger for His Word, my 

friend! Thirst for His commandments! Desire to learn of Him! Yearn to obey Him! Read 

the Bible daily! Diligently! Devotedly! For your sake! And for Christ’s sake! And pray for 

and encourage others to do the same! BE THANKFUL that the Creator of the entire 

universe loves us so much He has given us His very Word to read, to learn from, to grow 

by, and, oh, so very much more! Thank you, precious Father, for your Word! Teach us to 

love your Word, to do your Word, to grow by it and to live by it! All for your glory Father, 

AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 10 

 

“Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and 

rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” Romans 5:1-2 

 

There are precious promises from God almighty in these verses, aren’t there? FAITH. 

PEACE. GRACE. REJOICING. HOPE. GLORY. Wow. We are declared innocent from 

our sins and are spared God’s wrath and the punishment of death, hell, and the lake of fire 

when we place our FAITH in Jesus Christ as Lord. We are promised PEACE with God! 

And GRACE! And HOPE! And REJOICING! And best of all we will one day see His full 
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forever amazingly indescribable GLORY! It all begins with putting our TRUST in Jesus 

as Lord. With turning from our sins and turning to God and His ways. With surrendering 

ourselves wholly to Christ. The blessings that come when we receive Christ as our Lord 

and Savior are literally endless. As fabulous as FAITH, PEACE, GRACE, REJOICING, 

HOPE, AND GOD’S GLORY are, there are infinitely more blessings because God is 

infinite and those who follow Jesus will be with Him forevermore! How infinitely 

wonderful is our God! Focus on Jesus, friend. Be thankful for God’s endless blessings! Be 

thankful if you are His follower for infinity with the Lord of Lords and King of Kings! Oh, 

rejoice! Yes, rejoice! That Jesus Christ is forever Lord!  

 

BLESSING 11 

 

“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, 

let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” Phil. 4:6-7 

 

What a blessing for those of us who are prone to worry, fear, and anxiety! The Lord tells 

us to pray to Him! We don’t have to just get lost and buried in our anxiety. We have a way 

out. We can pray the worry out to the Lord! And isn’t that something. He tells us in this 

verse to BE THANKFUL.  

 

Before He even answers our prayers, we should be thankful! Then He answers our prayers 

just like we want and gives us everything we desire so we won’t be anxious anymore, right? 

Wrong! He tells us He will give us HIS PEACE. The “PEACE OF GOD.” My friend, God 

doesn’t promise to take away our anxiety and replace it with all our hearts desire.  

 

But He promises us something exceedingly better than that. He promises us His peace! A 

peace we can’t even imagine! If you struggle with worry as I have my whole life and even 

to this very day, I encourage you to stand on this verse. Use this verse. Do this verse. Don’t 

just read it. Do it. I say this just as much to myself as I say it to you.  

 

We need to take our worry to God, we need to rid ourselves of it, and we need to pray to 

Him WITH THANKSGIVING. Trusting Him to give us HIS PEACE. What peace in the 

universe is greater than the peace God gives us? NONE! Thank you, blessed Lord, for 

letting us cry out to you in prayer when we worry. Thank you for answering our hearts’ 

cries however you desire because you ALWAYS know what’s best. And thank you, Father, 

no matter how you answer what we ask for, that you promise us to give us YOUR PEACE. 

Love you Father! Love you forever my Jesus! Love you love you love you forevermore! 

AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 12 

 

“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to 

everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear;” 1 

Peter 3:15 
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I have never had more hope in my heart than I do now. If the truth be known, I was once 

for years on end totally hopeless. I didn’t have hope, and there was really no hope for me. 

I was that broken. Now my hope is rich, vibrant, beautiful, and ever growing. For the more 

I seek and pursue and chase after God and His Word and His will and His ways, striving to 

love and worship and serve Him every breath and step I take, my hope grows – and grows.  

 

My hope is not in me. It’s not in you. It’s not in this world. It’s not in my circumstances. 

My hope is in the Lord Jesus Christ. There is no greater hope in the world than the hope 

we can have in Jesus as Lord and Savior of our lives. And that hope, my friend, is not to be 

hoarded to ourselves. It’s to be shared with the world around us. Yes, we are to spread the 

Gospel message, we are to spread the love of Jesus, and we are to spread the hope we all 

can have – through repentance and faith in Christ as forever Lord! Spread the Gospel, 

spread His love, and spread His hope! And don’t take hope for granted, my friend. Be 

thankful for the hope no matter how hopeless we once were we can have – in Christ who 

will reign forevermore, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 13 

 

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift 

of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” Eph. 2:8-9 

 

Some people believe we have to earn our way to God’s love and forgiveness. That we have 

to earn our way to His grace and salvation. That we have to earn our way to heaven. But 

we can’t earn His love! We can’t earn His forgiveness! We can’t earn His salvation! We 

can’t earn our way to heaven! And we can’t earn grace! The whole point of grace is it can’t 

be earned! So how do we spend eternity with God? BY HIS GRACE. BECAUSE OF HIS 

LOVE. IN HIS MERCY. THROUGH FAITH IN CHRIST AS LORD. It’s all NOT earned. 

It’s given us! Wow! What would happen if we could earn our way to all this?  

 

If we could do enough good works that we could deserve to spend forever with God? Who 

would get the credit for that? Who would get the glory? We would! Look at the verse above. 

God did it the way He did so NONE OF US will BOAST – or BRAG – about how we 

earned our way to God. He gets every single ounce of the glory! Can you fathom His love 

for you and me that He set it all up this way? He made the impossible possible. It’s 

impossible we can spend forever in His full face-to-face presence because of His holiness 

and our sins.  

 

But because Jesus took our sin penalty on Himself, we CAN spend forever with Him when 

we receive Jesus as Lord through turning from our sins and believing He died to pay our 

sin penalty and was raised from the dead – with genuine faith in Christ as Lord that 

manifests in our lives being truly dedicated to God and His ways! BECAUSE OF HIM! 

Oh, let’s be so very, very thankful for God’s grace. In fact, let’s live our lives with hearts 

filled with thanksgiving and with hearts and actions that show the Lord our love and 

appreciation for all He has done for us, oh yes! Let’s do so, yes! 
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BLESSING 14 

 

“And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that from the 

Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ.” Col. 

3:23-24 

 

I can’t speak for others, you included, but I sure can speak for myself. Sometimes I’m 

called to do stuff for others, whether it’s for people or even for the sweet special needs dogs 

in my care, that I just don’t want to do. As much as the Lord has blessed me with a servant’s 

heart, sometimes especially when I’m tired the last thing in the world I feel like doing is 

serving. 

 

The Lord in these verses gives us a wonderful way out of serving, right? Not at all. He 

doesn’t tell us not to serve at those times. But He tells us to consider serving in this way. 

With the right heart. With the right attitude. With the thinking that WE ARE SERVING 

CHRIST in serving others. No matter what we do in our everyday lives, no matter to what 

and to whom the Lord has called us in the way of doing and serving, the right attitude is to 

be thankful, to be joyful, and to consider that we’re not simply doing what we’re doing to 

serve the world around us. We’re serving JESUS!  

 

I don’t know about you, but for me this puts the idea – and the sometimes challenge – of 

serving in a whole new light. The light of the Lord Jesus Christ! It makes me excited and 

thankful to keep on serving. Because I can’t think of a greater privilege when it comes to 

how I live my life than to love and serve in the name of and for the glory of Christ! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 15 

 

“O God, You are my God; 

Early will I seek You; 

My soul thirsts for You; 

My flesh longs for You 

In a dry and thirsty land 

Where there is no water. 

So I have looked for You in the sanctuary, 

To see Your power and Your glory. 

Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, 

My lips shall praise You.” Psalm 63:1-3 

 

Do you long for the Lord? Do you long for more and more of Him? Are you on fire for 

Jesus? Is He your heart’s desire? Is He your number one love? Your greatest priority? Do 

you desire more of Christ more than anything or anyone in the universe? Are you so hungry 

and thirsty for more of Jesus that you can hardly stand it? Are you so passionate for Jesus 

that the world around you might just call you crazy? Do you crave more of God? No matter 

how much you love your spouse, and friends, your significant other, your kids, chocolate 

chip cookies and pizza, a good football game, or whatever else you love and desire, is your 
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highest desire of all to know and experience the love of Jesus, to love Him and love Him 

and love Him more and more as you feel and enjoy more and more of His love for you? 

 

Consider in the verses above how the psalmist describes his phenomenal passion for the 

Lord. To him, God’s lovingkindness is more precious than life itself. And what does all 

this passion cause him to want? To praise the Lord, my friend. That’s right, to praise the 

Lord! Oh, how I desire that you reading this would join me in being head over heels in love 

with the Lord Jesus Christ. And that you would join me in yearning to tell the world about 

Him. And to praise the Lord to no end!  

 

BLESSING 16 

 

“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” Romans 10:17 

 

Is faith something we’re supposed to just come up with on our own? Something we can 

just muster up? Something that is our responsibility? What does God say in the Bible? That 

faith comes by hearing His Word! How wonderful that God doesn’t just tell us to have 

faith, but He tells us HOW to have faith and gives us the very means to have it! We can 

hear the Bible preached. And we can read the Bible ourselves. We should do both! And we 

should be vigilant in making sure on a daily basis in one way or another we are hearing 

God’s Word as the Spirit of God uses it to transform us into the men and women of God 

He desires us to be, as He draws us ever closer to Himself, and conforms us ever more to 

Himself.  

 

We need to be vigilant and diligent about staying steadily in the Word. Oh, how our faith 

will grow! Let’s be thankful the Lord gives us His very Word to grow and live by! And 

let’s be faithful in making His Word part of the very fabric of our lives day in and day out!  

 

BLESSING 17 

 

““Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he 

who does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, 

have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many 

wonders in Your name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from 

Me, you who practice lawlessness!’” Mt. 7:21-23 

  

I’ll never forget my ex-husband before I married him essentially saying to me one day, 

“The Bible is not a smorgasbord. You can’t pick and choose what you want.” I was being 

exposed to the Bible for the first time in any significant way, and I was horrified to discover 

some stuff I just didn’t like. To say the least! My ex-husband hit the nail on the head. I was 

treating the Bible like a buffet. I wanted what I wanted from God’s Word. And I wanted 

not to believe – and certainly not to do – other parts of the Bible. Honestly, in my estimate, 

it was all about me. Not about God. I know. How pitiful!  
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Sometime later, the Lord used my ex-husband to point out to me the scriptures above. Oh 

my gosh! Talk about incredible! Convicting! And, quite frankly, as I can now see, life-

changing! Those who will enter into heaven are those who believe Jesus is Lord and whose 

lives show forth their faith that He is Lord is genuine. In other words, their very lifestyle 

will be evidence they have turned away from sin and turned to God and His ways.  

 

They are living lives of love for and obedience to Christ! How can this possibly be 

considered a blessing? How can we be thankful for scriptures like these? Because God 

loves us so much He wants us in His forever presence, He wants us in intimate fellowship 

with Him, and He wants us to walk in His ways not ours whereby we can be in His forever 

Kingdom and enjoy all the rewards that come with our lives on this earth surrendered to 

Christ.  

 

Thank you God for showing us the way! Obedience is a hard truth, isn’t it? But real love 

speaks the truth. And there’s no greater love than God’s! Let us be thankful for His love, 

His truth, His mercy, His grace, and His longing for us to spend forever in His glorious 

almighty presence! And let us express our love and thanksgiving for Him in obedience to 

Him! 

 

BLESSING 18 

 

“who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might 

live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed. For you were like sheep going 

astray, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.” 1 Peter 2:24-

25 

 

See the beginning of the verses above? That Jesus took our sins upon Himself? It’s always 

wonderful to think and talk about that, isn’t it? How Jesus died in our place so He would 

take the punishment we deserve. Absolutely indescribably awesomely amazing, isn’t it? 

But now wait a second. Don’t stop there. Continue on in that verse. It says what? “having 

died to sins, might live for righteousness-…” Who? Jesus, right? That He might be 

righteous. Well, of course Jesus is righteous. But that’s not the point right there.  

 

The Lord is telling us WE SHOULD NOW BE DEAD TO OUR SINS. To no longer live 

a lifestyle of sin. To stop continually practicing our sins. And to do what? TO LIVE. How 

so? “FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” Oh no! But now wait a minute! He’s telling us we need 

to TURN AWAY FROM OUR SINS and learn how to live in a godly manner! Righteously! 

Then He goes on to say we were once like stray sheep. That have wandered away. Now 

we’ve returned to our Great Shepherd when we’ve placed our trust in Christ as Lord.  

 

No more wandering. Now we need to learn to do what’s right. To choose to do what’s right. 

To do right! You might be wondering how this can be considered a blessing. After all, who 

wants to do right? We should! For after all the Lord has done for us, wouldn’t we now want 

to be pleasing to Him?! What a blessing, and privilege, that our Great Shepherd wants us 
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safe and sound and loved and blessed in His forever fold. And that He wants us to live 

righteously – in a manner honoring to Him.  

 

We are His precious sheep. He is our beloved shepherd. And what an honor it is to live in 

a godly manner for our dear Shepherd. How wonderful to live in intimate fellowship with 

Christ – and to desire to and to now practice doing right by Him – and right for Him and 

right through Him. For His awesome forever blessed glory! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 19 

 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of 

all comfort, who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those 

who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 

For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also abounds through 

Christ.” 2 Cor. 1:3-5 

 

I don’t think I’ve ever met a person who at some point in his or her life hasn’t gone through 

some sort of a trial, tribulation, hurt, hardship, loss, challenge, hurdle, tragedy, grief, etc. 

And no matter how strong that person might have seemed, or how gracefully it may have 

seemed that person got through that season of his or her life, surely he or she needed 

comfort. Don’t we all need comfort from time to time? Given what we go through in this 

life? I know I sure have! My goodness, I’ve gone through so many trials in my life that I 

can’t even imagine having gone through them without comfort.  

 

But I have to say there is NO GREATER COMFORT in the entire universe than the 

COMFORT OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. God is called what in the verses above? 

“THE FATHER OF MERCIES” and the “GOD OF ALL COMFORT.” And there are two 

absolutely beautiful blessings mentioned in these scriptures. 

 

First, that THE LORD WILL GIVE US HIS COMFORT. Yes, HE WHO IS GOD 

FOREVER WILL COMFORT US HIMSELF! Amazing! And what else? HE WANTS HIS 

FOLLOWERS TO COMFORT OTHERS WITH THE COMFORT HE GIVES US. 

Imagine all the comfort to go all around when we are open to receiving HIS COMFORT 

and when we are equally open to POURING HIS COMFORT OUT ONTO OTHERS! How 

wonderfully blessed we are to be vessels of HIS COMFORT, aren’t we?! Hallelujah, yes!  

 

BLESSING 20 

 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet 

And a light to my path.” Psalm 119:105 

 

I can’t tell you how many times I’ve heard people say they don’t read the Bible because 

they can’t concentrate, they get bored, they’re overwhelmed, they’re distracted, they feel 

convicted, they can’t keep their focus, they have to keep reading verses over and again to 

try to gain understanding, they don’t have the time, etc. I like to encourage people to read 
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the Bible every single day no matter what – even if all they can read is one verse over and 

over.  

 

Every single word in the Bible is from God and is precious and is life-giving and life-

changing. And even in just one verse we can find nuggets of wisdom we can meditate on 

for long wonderful periods of time. Take, for example, the verse above. Think about life’s 

pathway. About life’s journey. About your journey following Jesus. About all the 

circumstances, challenges, choices, etc. along the way.  

 

How can you possibly know which way to go? What to do? How to do it? How to make it? 

How to see your way? How to get over the hurdles? When to change direction? And on 

and on. By the light of the Lord! By the leading of His Spirit! By the study of His Word! 

 

Jesus Christ Himself, the Word of God, He will light our path. He will be our lamp. He is 

our light. His Spirit, yes, the Spirit of Christ, will lead us forward as we learn to “walk by 

faith” (2 Corinthians 5:7) in Him. What a phenomenal blessing that we don’t need to walk 

in the dark. That we don’t need to walk with a little flashlight. That we don’t need to walk 

in the fog. That we don’t need to stumble all over everything as we try to see. But that we 

can put our trust in Jesus and in the Bible and walk forward as He lights our path and leads 

us forth!  

 

BLESSING 21 

 

“As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax office. 

And He said to him, “Follow Me.” So he arose and followed Him.” Mt. 9:9 

 

How simple are these words, but how powerful is the message! Jesus told a man to follow 

Him. The man IMMEDIATELY followed Him. Do you see the words, “So he arose”? Do 

you see any hesitation? There wasn’t any! What did the man do when he arose? He 

“followed Him.” No arguing. No debating. No reasoning. No resisting. No rebelling. No 

running the other way. No staying stuck in place. No climbing back under the covers of his 

bed and hiding. No delaying. Nothing but submission and obedience. JESUS CHRIST IS 

LORD. When He calls us to follow Him, we should do the same as the man did. Simply 

arise and follow Him. Is there any greater blessing in the universe than the Lord Himself 

and the fact He desires us to follow Him forever? To be in His forever presence? His forever 

fellowship? His forever company? Oh, how indescribably blessed we are! So let us yield 

ourselves to Jesus and follow Him wherever He leads us – day by day and forever!   

 

BLESSING 22 

 

"And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 

You have sent." John 17:3 

 

I used to think eternal life was all about being with Jesus forever in heaven. Then I learned 

we enter into God's forever family - His Kingdom - as soon as we turn from our sins to 
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Him as Lord and believe He died to pay our sin penalty and was raised from the dead. 

When we truly believe He died for us and was resurrected from the dead. When we truly 

turn our lives over to Him. Even then, I thought of eternal life as a long ways down the 

road. Something to look forward to. The scripture above paints a different picture, doesn't 

it? Eternal life isn't just about forever with God in heaven - which is indescribably awesome 

in and of itself! It's also about KNOWING GOD right here on this earth. About intimate, 

personal fellowship with Jesus now. About knowing God almighty in Christ. Eternal is 

forever, right? Well, forever doesn't begin in the future. Forever with Jesus begins as soon 

as we're born again spiritually when we put our trust in Him as Lord! How can we ever be 

thankful enough that the Lord of the universe desires for us to be in His company 

FOREVER - including right this very moment! And everlastingly! Oh, thank you Lord! 

Thank you Lord! Praise you Father! Praise you Jesus! Help us to know you more and more! 

Amen! 

 

BLESSING 23 

 

“For You have been a shelter for me, 

A strong tower from the enemy.” Psalm 61:3 

 

When the storms of life come, there is no shelter like the shelter of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

There is no safety like His. No love and comfort like His. No more merciful place to be. 

Nothing more comforting than running into His arms. When I was a child, the 

thunderstorms seemed so loud and brutal to the mind, eyes, and ears of a child living in a 

little house in the woods with her family. When my Dad was out, my Mom took us into the 

basement to be safe. When my Dad was home, we huddled together as best I recall in the 

living room. Staying close. Riding through the storm. What a blessing it is to know when 

life’s storms take their brutal beating on us, no matter what it is we find ourselves going 

through, that we can come into the shelter of Jesus. Into His loving refuge. Knowing His 

love, His grace, His peace, His rest. Jesus, mighty shelter. When our lives are surrendered 

to Jesus as Lord, we can take shelter in Him on this earth – and look forward to His forever 

shelter in heaven. Oh, bless the Lord! For His shelter. Oh, bless the Lord! He is our shelter! 

AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 24 

 

“Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, 

My lips shall praise You.” Psalm 63:3 

 

The Lord is better and more beautiful and wonderful than life itself, isn’t He? And so is 

His tender lovingkindness. Sometimes I hear people say they were taught God is a mean, 

punishing, angry God. They want to stay far away from the Lord because of what they were 

taught. Friend, the Lord is holy and righteous and He absolutely has anger and wrath and 

punishes and placed the curse of death, hell, and the lake of fire on humanity because of 

our sins.  
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But He loves us so much He sent His only Son to the cross to die to pay our sin penalty and 

to be raised from the dead so all who turn from their sins and believe this Gospel message, 

truly giving their lives over to God and His ways, are forgiven and enter into an everlasting 

relationship with Jesus.  

 

His love is simply unfathomable. His kindness is greater than any kindness we can ever 

experience from humans on this earth. We can’t possibly conceive the heights and depths 

of how great is His love – and how great is His kindness. But if we open our hearts and 

eyes daily and look all around us, we will see glimpses of His love and glimpses of His 

kindness. Of His awesome, simply awesome, lovingkindness. What a precious word 

lovingkindness is. Not a word I hear used often. But so very perfect to describe God’s 

goodness. Yet the word doesn’t even come close to describing God’s lovingkindness. 

Those of us who follow Jesus get to witness His lovingkindness every single day – and 

forevermore! Oh, Father, thank you, thank you that you are loving. And kind. And for your 

lovingkindness we get to experience through Jesus each and every moment and day and 

forever, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 25 

 

"that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good 

work and increasing in the knowledge of God;" 

 

What an indescribably awesome blessing that the only way to a forever relationship with 

God almighty is not through anything we can earn or do or measure up to. Instead, being 

in fellowship with God now and forever in heaven is through turning from a lifestyle of sin 

to placing our faith in Jesus Christ as Lord who died on the cross to pay our sin penalty and 

was raised from the dead whereby we genuinely devote our hearts and lives to Christ and 

our everyday lives bear the fruit of living for Jesus.  

 

The Spirit of God comes to live inside those who place their faith in Jesus and gives us the 

ability to live worthy of God and to please Him and produce fruit in doing good and to 

grow in our knowledge of the Lord and in relationship to the Lord! We can't do any of this 

on our own! Jesus gives us the ability because now His Spirit lives in us when we're His 

followers! 

 

How blessed we are to be called into forever fellowship with the Lord and to be given the 

ability by Him to live our lives to love and honor Him now and forevermore! Have you 

given ALL of your heart and ALL of your life to Jesus, can you say for sure His Spirit lives 

inside you, and are you producing fruit each and every day that is evidence your life is fully 

entrusted to Christ? May it be so, friend, may it be so!   

 

BLESSING 26 

 

“I will abide in Your tabernacle forever; 

I will trust in the shelter of Your wings…” Psalm 61:4 
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I looked for peace in so many places. In so many things. In so many people. In so many 

relationships. Even in me. Sometimes I found some. Sometimes I found none. None of it 

was the kind of peace that lasts. That endures. That carries on. That nothing and nobody on 

this earth can take away. God’s peace is like that, you know. It goes on forever – and ever. 

 

Look at the scriptures above. What do you see? Abiding. Dwelling. Living. Staying. 

Remaining. Where will Christ’s followers be? And remain? In His tabernacle forever. 

That’s not a mere church building down here on this earth. His followers will be in His 

Kingdom forever. In His fold forever. In His shelter forever. In communion with Him 

forever. In His presence forever.  

 

Oh, in Him can we trust! That He will shelter us forevermore when we are His! We can 

trust in His shelter! We can trust in His wings! Is there anything human or human-made in 

which we can 100% trust? No! None of us is perfect. But God is perfect. Forever perfect. 

And so is His shelter. His presence is perfect. His presence is forever. In Him we can abide. 

In Jesus Himself we can remain. Oh, such peace! Such unsurpassable peace!  

 

The psalmist declares to God almighty his trust in Him! His trust in His shelter! Let us do 

the same, friend! Let’s place our trust in Jesus! In God’s shelter! Jesus is Lord! Jesus is 

God! God’s shelter is Jesus! Jesus is God! We can declare to Him our trust in Him! And in 

His shelter we can rest! In His shelter we can know Him! And we can know His peace! 

Father, thank you, thank you, thank you for teaching me to trust in you forevermore! 

AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 27 

 

“From the end of the earth I will cry to You, 

When my heart is overwhelmed; 

Lead me to the rock that is higher than I.” Psalm 61:2 

 

Wherever I am, wherever you are, when we place our trust in Jesus Christ as forever Lord, 

there is an answer when we feel overwhelmed. When our hearts feel like we just can’t take 

what we’re facing. Like we can’t go on another minute dealing with whatever we’re dealing 

with.  

 

The answer has a name. A name above all other names. Above every person, place, or thing 

on this earth, ourselves included. The answer is the highest name that ever was, is, and ever 

will be. The Lord Jesus Christ. And what can we do? We can cry out to the Lord. And what 

will He do? He will answer. And what can we cry out? Anything on our hearts, yes. And 

what does the psalmist in these verses cry out? That God would lead Him to the rock. The 

rock that is not only higher than he is, but the rock that is higher than anything or anyone 

on this earth – our challenges included.  

 

What is the rock? Better yet, who is the rock? Is the rock not the Lord Jesus Christ? And 

when our hearts are overwhelmed, and we feel like how can we possibly make it through 
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another moment, what better place to go than to the rock? To Jesus! Higher and greater and 

more wonderful than anything or anyone in the universe. Lord God, in Jesus’ name, lead 

us, lead us Lord, lead us to the rock! When we’re overwhelmed, yes, Father, and even when 

we’re not! Lead us to yourself! Thank you, Lord! Thank you that you are the rock! Draw 

us to yourself, oh Lord! Draw us to the rock! You, our rock, our Lord, are our greatest 

blessing! Thank you for leading us to you, oh our Lord!  

 

BLESSING 28 

 

“O Lord of hosts, Blessed is the man who trusts in You!” Psalm 84:12 

 

I am on the road full-time for Jesus and am blessed to do streets ministry work continually 

– literally on the streets as well as by telephone and Internet. In other words, I am constantly 

meeting people. And I have yet to meet a single person who has perfect trust in the Lord 

Jesus Christ. Oh sure, some of us do a better job trusting God than others. But the bottom 

line is we’re all works in progress, aren’t we? And we all could go deeper in our trusting 

the Lord, don’t you think? I know I sure could! And I know from meeting countless people 

that many, many of us have what we call “trust issues” whereby we have difficulty trusting 

God because of times in our lives when our trust in a loved one was badly broken. 

 

Isn’t it something what this scripture says? What happens to those who trust in the Lord? 

Those who trust in the Lord are BLESSED. It’s a BLESSING to trust in the Lord! Amazing, 

isn’t it? Those of us who struggle with trusting God, and who could do a much better job 

of it, need to realize the broken trust we’ve experienced in our lives regarding people should 

not be confused with our relationship with the Lord. In other words, we should not hold 

back our trust from God because of how people have broken our trust.  

 

We are blessed when we trust in Jesus, and trust is exactly what we should do. In Jesus. 

Day by day. And moment by moment. Learning to trust Him. Choosing to trust Him. Being 

blessed when we trust Him. Being thankful that we can trust Him. Being thankful for how 

He blesses us when we put our trust in Him. Oh, bless the Lord! Blessed are we, my God, 

when we trust in you. Help us to trust in you, Father, more and more. Help us to place our 

trust in you, sweet God! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 29 

 

“Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me! 

For my soul trusts in You; 

And in the shadow of Your wings I will make my refuge, 

Until these calamities have passed by.” Psalm 57:1 

 

Crying out for God’s mercy. Placing his trust in God. Taking refuge in the shadow of God’s 

wings. Such an unmatchable blessing. So unparalleled. fStaying there until the calamities, 

or troubles, pass by. The psalmist is so transparent. So honest. So real. So raw. So revealing 

to us of his journey with the Lord. Do you see how he makes a choice? A decision? And 



34 

 

takes an action? He doesn’t just talk about God. He doesn’t just pray to God. He doesn’t 

just believe in God. He has a relationship with God. And an intimate one at that. So very, 

very close. And he knows where to put his trust when troubles and trials arise. In God 

almighty. I have read these words many, many times. And never realized until now even 

as I write this the magnitude of God’s so-called wings.  

 

Of his shelter. Of his refuge. So great, so almighty, so powerful, with such breadth, that 

they have a shadow. I can’t even fathom how big that shadow is, can you? I can only 

imagine. My friend, calamities, troubles, trials, tribulations, hardships, challenges, etc. 

come in this life. For some of us, they come seldomly. For others of us, periodically. For 

some, often. For some, it seems, continually. No matter how often, no matter the nature of 

them, no matter how big or how small or somewhere in between, our trials can put us in 

the position of feeling needy, of feeling desperate, of feeling like we may never get by – or 

never get through. And like we’ll never overcome.  

 

May we cry out to God for mercy. May we place our souls in God’s hands. May we trust 

in Him. May we seek the shelter of the shadow of His wings. And rest there, and breathe 

there, and recuperate there, and find safety there, and spend time with God there, and wait 

until our calamities pass by.  

 

Oh, Father, that you would love us so much the very shadow of your wings would be a 

refuge for us! That you would love us so much you desire us to come into your refuge! 

That you love us so much you don’t want us to go through our trials alone. You want us to 

seek shelter in you. You want us with you. You desire us to be in your fellowship. In your 

presence. Through our trials. And through our good times too. You want us in fellowship 

with you.  

 

You sent Jesus to the cross to die and be raised from the dead so those of us who turn from 

our sins and believe in you as Lord, genuinely turning to you and your ways henceforth, 

receive your mercy and are given communion with you forevermore! Be with us Lord, and 

us with you, through all our times on this earth – and forever and ever, AMEN!  

 

BLESSING 30 

 

“And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, 

and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.” John 6:35-37 

 

Can you imagine never getting hungry? And never getting thirsty? Under any and all 

circumstances, always being filled with food and drink. Always being full and hydrated. 

Never needing nor yearning for a morsel of food. Nor desiring for one’s thirst to be 

quenched. Because we are so filled, so fulfilled, so provided for, so taken care of, that for 

the rest of our lives we never need to give a single thought to food or drink. Yet that’s not 

how it works, is it? We need food and water to survive, and sometimes it seems like we’re 

on an endless quest to get it. Think about it. We’re blessed to get filled with food and water, 

but then we need to start up all over again. And no matter how much we sit down to eat 
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and drink for health, nutrition, strength, energy, growth, sustainment, and energy, we 

always need to come back for more.  

 

What does Jesus promise us? That when we come to Him, when we truly give ourselves 

over to Him, we will never know hunger and we will never know thirst. Spiritually, now, 

and forever, when we turn to Him, we will be forever satisfied. Friend, we can go through 

our whole lives searching everywhere, seeking anything and anyone, to fill ourselves up, 

only to find that nothing on this earth totally forever satisfies. But Jesus does. He meets our 

hunger and thirst and desire like nothing and nobody on this earth.  

 

In fact, He so far exceeds anything we can possibly imagine in the way of satisfaction and 

fulfillment that there are simply no words to express how utterly awesome He and His love 

and mercy and grace and endless spiritual blessings for us are. Come hungry to the Lord, 

friend. Come thirsty to Jesus. Come and take your fill. And be filled and filled and filled 

more and more – and forever. Be filled to overflowing with Jesus so much so that all the 

people around you will be touched and moved and inspired by His love which splashes 

over onto them. So much so that they will be drawn by Him through you to come to Him 

themselves. To the well that never runs dry. To the table where there is always more bread. 

He is the bread of life, yes!  

 

Thank you, Lord! Fill us, Father! Overflow us with your Spirit! Overflow us with your 

love! Satisfy us, Lord! May we have more – and more – of you, dear Lord! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 31 

 

“All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no 

means cast out.” John 6:37 

 

We are all sinners in need of Jesus for He is the only one who can save us for eternity. For 

He died for us and was raised from the dead to atone for our sins and to conquer death, hell, 

and the lake of fire in our place. NONE OF US – NOT A SINGLE ONE OF US – deserves 

God’s love, forgiveness, mercy, grace, and everlasting life. But no matter how far gone we 

are in our sins, no matter what a wreck we’ve made of our lives, no matter how bad the 

wrong we’ve done, THE LORD JESUS CHRIST will NOT turn us away if we turn from 

our sins and COME TO HIM with true godly sorrow pleading for His mercy. If we TURN 

TO HIM with resolve to forever follow Him. With a genuine commitment to live for Him 

and no longer for self. What an indescribably awesome blessing that JESUS WILL NOT 

SHUT THE DOOR ON US if we COME TO JESUS with our hearts set on learning to live 

according to God’s ways. WE ALL DESERVE TO BE CAST OUT BY GOD. But instead 

of casting us out, He desires that we come to Him. Because He loves us so much He wants 

us to be with Him forever. Utterly amazing, isn’t it? A blessing undeniably beyond 

measure. Praise the Lord God almighty, let us praise Him forevermore!  
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BLESSING 32 

 

““I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their 

word; that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may 

be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. And the glory which You gave 

Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: I in them, and You in Me; 

that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, 

and have loved them as You have loved Me.” John 17:20-23 

 

How wild, how amazing, how beautiful, how precious, what an indescribable blessing, that 

before we were even born, you and I, the Lord Jesus Christ prayed to our Father in heaven 

for those of us who follow Him even right down to this very day! He prayed a long, long 

prayer in John 17 in the Bible, and part of that prayer was for us who follow Jesus now in 

this day and age. How amazing, awesome, marvelous, humbling, invigorating, and 

comforting when we go through challenges in this life to stop, breathe, step back, and 

consider that we have been prayed for by the King of Kings, Lord of Lords, Jesus Himself! 

Now if that’s not the love of the Lord, then I don’t know what is. Oh Lord, thank you for 

this wonderful, wonderful, incredible, splendorous blessing. That you have prayed for us! 

For us who believe in and follow you now – and for those in the future who will come to 

believe in and follow you! And that according to your Word you continue to intercede for 

us (Romans 8:34)! To stand in the gap for us! You are so wonderful Lord! Thank you, 

thank you, thank you Lord! Thank you for loving us! Thank you for blessing us! Thank 

you for standing in the gap for us! Thank you for praying for us! Thank you God!  

 

BLESSING 33 

 

““Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they 

may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation 

of the world.” John 17:24 

 

There Jesus the Christ was praying to God almighty the Father in heaven for us who believe 

in Jesus all this time later! And look at what He included in His prayer! Oh my! That one 

day we will be with Jesus and BEHOLD HIS GLORY! The glory God almighty has given 

Him! The glory that is so utterly astonishingly phenomenally awesomely amazing that we 

can’t be in God’s full holy righteous glorious presence face to face continually as sinners 

and can only do so by being forgiven and cleansed when we turn from our sins and receive 

Christ as Lord. The glory that is so unfathomably glorious for lack of an adequate word to 

describe it that even those of us who come into His Kingdom through repentance and faith 

in Him with our lives devoted to Him still can’t witness and experience and see the fullness 

of His glory until His everlasting Kingdom comes and this world is behind us. The glory 

that no matter how much we try to imagine it, nothing we can possibly imagine can come 

even close to what we will one day experience when we live day by day and forevermore 

IN HIS PRESENCE! The glory that Jesus died on the cross and was raised from the dead 

to enable us to see and enjoy everlastingly! Oh, the glory! The glory of the Lord! Thank 

you Jesus for praying to the Father that we would BEHOLD YOUR GLORY for 
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ETERNITY! Oh, hallelujah! Bless you, Lord, bless you Lord, oh bless you, bless you Lord 

forevermore, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 34 

 

“These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will 

have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”” John 16:33 

 

No matter how hard this life can be, no matter our trials, no matter our troubles, no matter 

our tribulations, no matter our hurdles, obstacles, no matter the heights and depths of our 

hurts, hardships, and pains, of our wounds and bruises, of our sicknesses and tragedies, of 

it all, all of which people all around the world face as part of the stories of our lives, the 

Lord Jesus Christ in the verse above tells us we can find PEACE IN HIM. That we can 

FIND CHEER because He has OVERCOME THE WORLD. Peace in circumstances so 

awful, so overwhelming, so tragic, so debilitating, so terrible we don’t even know how 

we’ll make it through sometimes? NO! Not peace in the circumstances. Peace in Jesus! In 

Him! In His love! In His presence! In faith in Him! In His promises! In His mercy! In His 

healing! In His comfort! In His hope! In the hope that those of us who believe in and follow 

Him shall be with Him forever! Just like He says, HE HAS OVERCOME THE WORLD!  

 

And all those who turn from our sins and believe in Him as Lord, genuinely surrendering 

our lives to Christ and God’s ways, we are promised EVERLASTING LIFE WITH JESUS! 

And one day there will be NO MORE TRIALS, TRIBULATIONS, NO MORE 

HARDSHIP AT ALL! But even before that time comes, we can find peace right here on 

this earth. Peace when we place our hearts in Christ’s loving hands. Peace when we place 

our focus on His awesomeness. Peace when we open the Bible and start reading it. Peace 

when we meditate on God our Father and His love for us. Peace in the Lord! Yes, peace! 

Oh hallelujah, bless the Lord for the peace we can have in Him – no matter what. Peace in 

Jesus the Christ, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 35 

 

“And I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with which You 

loved Me may be in them, and I in them.”” John 17:26 

 

Can you fathom the love God almighty has for His Son the Lord Jesus Christ is the very 

same love we who believe in Jesus Christ as Lord have inside of us? And that it’s not just 

Father God’s love for Jesus that is in us, but that God almighty HIMSELF is living inside 

we who follow Jesus? I don’t know about you, but just thinking about that for moments 

makes every single challenge and concern and worry and trouble and hurt in my life just 

fall to the wayside.  

 

There is no greater love than God’s love, and that very love is in us! Not just His love, as 

though that’s not in and of itself more than imaginable. But the Spirit of God lives in us! 

When we think of blessings, and things to be thankful for, we tend to think of what we can 
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see with our eyes and hold in our hands, don’t we? God’s love, and God Himself, they’re 

bigger and mightier and more beautiful and wonderful than we can ever hold with our hands 

and behold with our eyes on this earth.  

 

But one day, friend, you and I who follow Jesus, we will be face to face with God’s full 

everlasting glorious presence. With the Lord Himself! Hallelujah! What we have today in 

Christ is a foretaste of what one day will come. Let us be thankful, oh, let us be thankful 

even now, even this very hour, that Jesus and His love are right inside us! Praise the Lord! 

Praise the Lord! Thank you Lord! Hallelujah, yes, Lord, oh yes! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 36 

 

“Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go 

away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you.” John 16:7-

8 

 

We all need help, don’t we? One way or another, for one thing or another, we need help. 

Whether for big things, or little things, we need it. We weren’t meant to go through this life 

on our own. We have others to help us, and we need to help others. We were created to 

love one another. But before we love and help each other, first and foremost, we are 

commanded to love the Lord with all our hearts. And when it comes to help, though we 

may receive help from people, our greatest help comes from the Lord.  

 

I have made the mistake time and again in my life of placing my trust and expectation in 

people and then being disappointed when I didn’t get the help I needed or the help wasn’t 

in the form I wanted it or the help came but didn’t meet my expectations and hopes. I 

wouldn’t have been let down if I had placed my trust and expectation in the Lord in the 

first place and believed that He would help me through humans if, when, and as He desired. 

And that my thanksgiving needed to be to Him above all else for the help He provided and 

for how He chose to provide it whether directly from Himself or through people in my life. 

 

Look at the absolutely stunningly beautiful promise in the verses above. Jesus was telling 

His disciples that when He left this earth until He returns again, they could rejoice because 

the Helper would come to them. Know who the Helper is? Helper with an uppercase H? 

The Spirit of God! The Spirit of Christ! Who lives inside His followers! The greatest Helper 

in the universe lives in those who follow Him! How humbled I am for all the times I felt I 

didn’t have enough help to be reminded even as I write this that living inside me is the 

greatest Helper in the universe!  

 

Oh, let us rejoice! That God does not leave us helpless. That He is our help! And that our 

help is not far, far away! Our Helper lives within us! And it’s up to Him to decide how He 

wants to provide His help day by day. Thank you Lord for being our Helper!  
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BLESSING 37 

 

“At that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you.” John 

14:20 

 

Do you realize what the Lord Jesus Christ promises those who follow Him? That He is IN 

FATHER GOD ALMIGHTY. That’s not all. That we who follow Him are IN CHRIST. 

And that Jesus is IN US. People spend years learning how to meditate based on false gods 

and false religions. We who follow Jesus are not to engage in any of that! We are to 

meditate ON THE LORD and ON HIS WORD! Please meditate on this verse, friend! The 

long and short of this verse is that JESUS CHRIST WHO IS LORD WHO IS GOD 

ALMIGHTY lives in us and through us and we are in Him!  

 

Is this not astonishing? Is this not amazing? Is this not awesome? Is this not praiseworthy 

and thankworthy? Is this not phenomenal? Is this not a breathtaking reality? A beautiful 

truth? The next time we go through something hard, or feel alone, or don’t know how to 

proceed with something, or face a seemingly impossible challenge, or the next time we just 

need a break, a moment’s pause, a minute’s peace, a time of refreshing and restoration, to 

be rejuvenated and revived, the next time we need a fresh filling of faith, or the return of a 

smile upon our faces, let us meditate on this. THE LORD JESUS CHRIST IS IN US WHO 

BELIEVE IN HIM AS LORD! Oh, hallelujah!  

 

BLESSING 38 

 

“And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with 

you forever—” John 14:16 

 

In John 16:7-8, the Lord Jesus Christ promises His disciples that when He leaves, who will 

come to them? The HELPER! The Holy Spirit! He will come and live in them! Just like 

His Spirit comes and lives in His followers all these years later. Yes, His Spirit. His Spirit 

who among His other names is called THE HELPER. Not just any old helper. Not a human 

helper. But the greatest HELPER that ever was, is, or will be. The Spirit of Christ! Promised 

to believers in Him. Now look at John 14:16, my friend. What does Jesus say about the 

Helper now in this verse we don’t find in the other one? That He will live with us for how 

long? FOR FOREVER!  

 

Can you imagine? The greatest Helper in the entire universe, Jesus Christ Himself, His very 

Spirit, will be with us for eternity! How can it be that followers of Jesus like myself have 

the audacity, the pride, and the lack of faith at times to walk around thinking we don’t have 

the help we need? When we have the Helper who is the Spirit of God LIVING WITH US 

FOREVERMORE?! Oh, what a glorious truth! What a splendorous joy! What an 

unfathomable blessing. The greatest Helper in the universe is not just right at our fingertips 

when we need help. He’s inside us! Now – and forever! Oh, let us rejoice! Let us praise the 

Lord He is our Helper – for today, and tomorrow, and for forever, my friend, hallelujah, 

AMEN! 
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BLESSING 39 

 

“the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows 

Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.” John 14:17 

 

The Lord has so many names, and one of them is the “Spirit of truth”. There is no greater 

truth than the Lord Himself and His Word. He is the way, TRUTH, and life per John 14:6, 

His Word is TRUTH, He is THE WORD, and His Spirit is TRUTH. The Lord is all about 

TRUTH, isn’t He? But truth isn’t just about something intangible that we can’t see and 

touch as though it’s knowledge and nothing more.  

 

The SPIRIT OF TRUTH lives with those of us who follow Jesus. And He doesn’t just live 

WITH us. He is IN us! Remarkable, absolutely remarkable, isn’t it? That living inside those 

of us who believe in Jesus as Lord is THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH. How far do we need to go 

to learn about truth when it comes to Jesus? We can simply open up His Word and read it, 

and His Spirit of Truth inside us can teach it to us and help us to live by it! Oh, what a 

blessing is God’s TRUTH! Amen!  

 

BLESSING 40 

 

“He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves 

Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.”” John 

14:21 

 

One thing for certain about God’s blessings is they keep coming and coming – and coming. 

They are not just seemingly endless, are they? They are endless! After all, God is 

everlasting! So then is His goodness and greatness and all that He is and does and all with 

which He blesses us! Look at these two verses with me, friend. What do you see? Those 

who keeps the Lord’s commands love Him. Conversely, those who love the Lord keep His 

commands. Then what? We who obey Him receive God the Father’s love and Jesus the 

Son of God’s love. And? Really, there’s more? More than what’s already so amazing? Yes! 

Then Jesus will manifest Himself to us.  

 

How? The Spirit of Christ lives in and through those who follow Him! Utterly breathtaking, 

isn’t it? And as if that’s not enough, consider this. Jesus manifests Himself to us in that His 

Spirit lives inside us, AND Jesus will manifest Himself to those of us whose lives are 

committed to Him FACE TO FACE FOREVER. The greatest manifestation ever – the Lord 

presenting Himself to us in His full glorious magnificence – will NEVER come to an end! 

Isn’t it something how prone we are to focus on our physical blessings when the greatest 

blessing of all is Christ Himself in whose presence we will live FOREVER! Glory, glory, 

glory to the Lord!  
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BLESSING 41 

 

“Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My 

Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.” John 14:23 

 

God almighty, Father in heaven, and Jesus Christ are ONE AND THE SAME LORD who 

along with the Holy Spirit are ONE FOREVER CREATOR AND EVERLASTING GOD 

and also God who appears in three different forms. Father. Son. Holy Spirit. What a 

creative, beautiful, priceless, precious, unique, awesome, awesome, awesome truth about 

God. In this verse, the Lord reveals to us that GOD THE FATHER and GOD THE SON in 

these two forms of God make their very HOME in those who LOVE AND OBEY JESUS! 

How so? God’s Spirit – the third form of God almighty! – takes up residence in us. This is 

a reminder that those of us who call Jesus Christ Lord are not to merely stop at calling Him 

Lord. We are to LIVE OUR LIVES ACCORDINGLY – as though He is Lord! Because He 

IS Lord! Forever Lord!  

 

Is it as hard for you to believe as it is for me that God would so bless us in our fallen, 

fragile, and fallible humanity – in all our imperfection – with WANTING to MAKE OUR 

HEARTS AND LIVES HIS HOME? Does that not give us all the more reason and 

incentive to LOVE AND OBEY HIM more and more – and more? Oh yes! Let us LOVE 

THE LORD! Let us in our love for the Lord OBEY THE LORD. And let us be EVER 

THANFKUL that our mere pitiful lives are HOME TO JESUS! Thank you God, oh thank 

you God! Thank you thank you thank you Lord! Hallelujah! AMEN!  

 

BLESSING 42 

 

“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you 

all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.” John 14:26 

 

Some of us who believe in the Lord go running around from one church to another and one 

pastor to another and one Bible study to another and one small group to another and one 

Christian book to another and one Christian commentator to another and one Bible teacher 

to another only to discover we just don’t feel filled and satisfied the way we want to be and 

that we feel like no matter how hard we try to learn from these different resources that we 

feel like something is still missing. How can this be?  

 

For years, I did lots and lots of running just like this. Then the Lord drew me away with 

Him into about 7 years of much alone time with Him, His Spirit living inside me, and His 

Word. He began to teach me by bringing the scriptures to life in my heart and teaching me 

personally by His Spirit. Now, no matter how thankful I am for the other teaching resources 

He provides for when He has in the past or now leads me to use them, I remain committed 

to spending daily time alone with Him and His Word and trusting Him to be my greatest, 

most wonderful, perfect, all-knowing, patient, fulfilling, life-changing, kind, gentle, and 

number one teacher. 
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In the verse above, Jesus speaks to us of this promise. That the Holy Spirit is to be our 

teacher. Is He yours? Are you devoted to spending alone time with Him and His Word 

daily? Please don’t miss this marvelous, magnificent, blessing of a magnitude beyond 

measure! 

 

BLESSING 43 

 

“Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? 

He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?” John 

14:9 

 

Do you realize what Jesus the Christ is saying to Philip the evangelist? He’s not just 

speaking to Philip all those years ago. He’s speaking to us also! When we have seen Jesus 

the Son of God, we have seen God almighty our Father in heaven. How so? For years, I 

just didn’t understand. I missed it. Then the Spirit of God inside me brought the truth to 

light. JESUS IS GOD! JESUS IS LORD! JESUS IS THE FATHER! They are ONE AND 

THE SAME! God has three forms. God the Father. God the Son. God the Holy Spirit. All 

ultimately are one. When we believe in Jesus as Lord, we believe in the Father. Father God 

came to this earth in the flesh as Jesus the Son to die on the cross and be raised from the 

dead to pay our sin penalty and overcome death so all who repent and believe in Him and 

turn to Him as Lord are forgiven and given everlasting life. Then the Spirit of God comes 

to live inside us! Do we see Jesus literally right now right in front of us? No. But we see 

Him by faith. We know He is here with us, and here in us, by faith. Will we who follow 

Jesus one day see Him face to face? YES! Forever! And when we see Jesus face to face, 

we will be seeing our Father in heaven face to face. FOREVER! Glory to the Lord God 

almighty! WE ARE SO BLESSED! 

 

BLESSING 44 

 

“Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through Me.” John 14:6 

 

It is IMPOSSIBLE that we as humans who are all sinners can have a relationship with God 

now or ever no matter our good efforts and good deeds because our sins separate us from 

God who is perfectly holy, righteous, and true - with ONE EXCEPTION. Jesus is Lord and 

died on the cross to pay our sin penalty so we who turn from our sins and place our faith in 

Him as Lord, truly devoting our lives to God and His ways, are forgiven and given a forever 

relationship with God. How? THROUGH JESUS. He is the ONLY WAY to forever 

fellowship with God. Jesus is the truth! Jesus is the life! And Jesus is the ONLY WAY! 

What an indescribably wonderful life-giving, life-changing, life-affirming, awesomely 

amazing blessing! God loves us so much He sacrificed His Son Jesus for us! To be THE 

WAY to Himself! Jesus is our bridge to God! Our pathway to God! Our highway to God! 

Our ONLY WAY to God! Let us celebrate today and always Jesus who is THE WAY, 

THE TRUTH, and THE LIFE. THE TRUTH is EVERLASTING LIFE can only come 

through THE WAY OF CHRIST! And God has given us Jesus so we can be the Lord's 
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forevermore! Are you HIS forevermore? When I found in editing before publication I had 

written on this verse twice, I knew what to do. Keep it! There is no more important message 

than this one! And no greater blessing than JESUS! 

 

BLESSING 45 

 

“I will bless the Lord at all times; 

His praise shall continually be in my mouth.” Psalm 34:1 

 

Years ago, a woman I knew told me how she got through a great trial. She was encouraged 

to praise God through the trial. She basically gritted her teeth, got her flesh under subjection 

as best she could, went against how desperately uncomfortable and unhappy and challenged 

she was in her battle, and literally forced herself to start praising God. She was blessed in 

the process as she praised the Lord. Yes, blessed! At times, I have done the same, choosing 

to praise God aloud even when my flesh wanted to scream, whine, cry, complain, pity 

myself, and throw a temper tantrum. I was blessed as I praised the Lord – as the weight of 

my burdens lessened for the time anyway that I was praising the Lord aloud. This verse 

shows us we should be willing and able to praise God continually! And while our motive 

should be to praise and bless almighty God who deserves our praise indeed continually, we 

can find ourselves blessed in the process of praising Him no matter our trials. Praise, praise, 

praise the Lord! What a blessing is PRAISING THE LORD!  

 

BLESSING 46 

 

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that 

you also love one another.” John 13:34 

 

Why does Jesus call it “a new commandment” to love one another when in the Old 

Testament God calls us to love Him with all our hearts and to love others as ourselves? I 

believe I came to understand when I read someone’s writing on the subject. I can’t recall 

the writer, but I sure remember the message! And why is this “new commandment” a 

blessing? This “new commandment” specifically says we are to love each other AS JESUS 

LOVES US! This is an unfathomably wonderful sacrificial giving serving humble joyful 

fulfilling generous lay-your-life-down-for-another love! The blessing? Jesus gives His 

followers HIS VERY OWN LOVE by His Spirit living inside us NOT ONLY TO BLESS 

US – but SO WE CAN LOVE OTHERS IN AND THROUGH HIS LOVE! Jesus isn’t 

talking about a conditional selfish me-me-me love. He is speaking of God’s love! God’s 

love which is inside God’s followers because God lives inside those who believe in Jesus 

as Lord! What a fantastic blessing that God loves us so much His Son gave up His life for 

us on the cross – and that God calls us and enables us and equips us and uses us to spread 

His love to others IN HIS NAME – and FOR HIS GLORY! 

 

BLESSING 47 

 

"O Lord of hosts, Blessed is the man who trusts in You!" Psalm 84:12 
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When I was a little girl, I was taught that the two foods kids hated most - spinach and liver 

- were healthy. I learned early that sometimes the healthiest and wisest and best for us isn't 

always the easiest and most delicious. Trusting God with our whole hearts and whole lives 

- with absolutely everything - can seem so unbelievably hard if not impossible. And it can 

seem totally not delicious. Totally scary. Totally foreign. Totally uncomfortable. Totally 

overwhelming. Totally risky. But the very healthiest, wisest, and best for us is to TRUST 

THE LORD with absolutely everything - our very hearts included.  

 

Not only is trusting God the right thing to do, and healthiest, wisest, and best, but the 

scripture above makes plain and clear that WE ARE BLESSED when we PUT OUR 

TRUST IN THE LORD.  

 

Please, oh Lord, teach us day by day to put our trust in you! Just like a good parent teaches 

his or her kids to eat right, please Father teach us to trust right. In you, dear Lord, in you, 

yes, Father, oh yes! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 48 

 

“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, 

or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written: 

 

“For Your sake we are killed all day long; 

We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 

 

Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.” Romans 

8:35-37 

 

I think my trials and tribulations throughout my life thus far have been big, but they are 

NOTHING compared with so many other people’s around the world. And they are 

NOTHING compared with the trials and tribulations endured by the apostles in the Bible 

as for example described in the scriptures above.  

 

But do you realize the same truth applies to ALL OF US who turn from our sins, believe 

in Christ as Lord who died on the cross to pay our sin penalty and was raised from the dead, 

genuinely turning our lives over to God and His ways?  

 

The truth? We are “MORE THAN CONQUERORS”. What is the greatest way that we are 

“MORE THAN CONQUERORS”? Is it that we overcome every obstacle we face? That 

all our prayers are answered the way we want? That all our troubles go away? NO! None 

of that is guaranteed, my friend. But what is guaranteed is that those who turn their lives 

over to Christ as Lord are PROMISED A FOREVER RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS no 

matter what we face on this earth! We will be in HIS FOREVER PRESENCE. And one 

day in a place where there will never be a trouble again! We who follow Jesus ARE HIS 

FOREVER! What a blessing! What a blessing! Oh, what a blessing! 
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BLESSING 49 

 

““Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me.” John 14:1 

 

Lots of people believe in God, but believing in God is not sufficient. In fact, lots of people 

say they believe in God but actually believe in false gods. There is only one true God, God 

the Father, and God the Father comes in three forms. God the Father, God the Son the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and God the Holy Spirit who lives and acts in and through believers in Christ 

as Lord. Do you see the unimaginably wonderful blessing in this verse? It’s not simply that 

Jesus Christ is telling us to believe in God the Father and God the Son, Jesus Himself. As 

though that’s not infinitely wonderful in and of itself. It’s that Jesus is saying we shouldn’t 

let our hearts be troubled! But our hearts become so filled with troubles in this world, don’t 

they? 

 

How can our hearts not be troubled given the challenges we humans face? Jesus makes it 

clear! We are to believe in God the Father and Jesus the Son! And in believing in the Father 

and the Son, and in believing that Jesus the Son is the Father in different form, our hearts 

need not be troubled!  

 

For when we understand Jesus is Lord, that Jesus is God, we don’t need to be worried! We 

don’t need to be afraid! For Jesus who died on the cross to pay our sin penalty and was 

raised from the dead is forever Lord and has overcome this whole world! And we who 

believe in Him as Lord overcome this world ultimately with Him and through Him!  

 

Our love, hope, peace, and everlasting life are found in Christ and in knowing those of us 

who follow Him will be with Him forever no matter what we face on this earth! Oh, how 

very, very, very blessed we are, dear friend!  

 

BLESSING 50  

 

"But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 

 

Now early in the morning He came again into the temple, and all the people came to Him; 

and He sat down and taught them. Then the scribes and Pharisees brought to Him a woman 

caught in adultery. And when they had set her in the midst, they said to Him, “Teacher, this 

woman was caught in adultery, in the very act. Now Moses, in the law, commanded us that 

such should be stoned. But what do You say?” This they said, testing Him, that they might 

have something of which to accuse Him. But Jesus stooped down and wrote on the ground 

with His finger, as though He did not hear. 

 

So when they continued asking Him, He raised Himself up and said to them, “He who is 

without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first.” And again He stooped down and 

wrote on the ground. Then those who heard it, being convicted by their conscience, went 

out one by one, beginning with the oldest even to the last. And Jesus was left alone, and 

the woman standing in the midst. When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but 
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the woman, He said to her, “Woman, where are those accusers of yours? Has no one 

condemned you?” 

 

She said, “No one, Lord.” 

 

And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more.”" John 8:1-11 

 

The Lord Jesus Christ had every right according to the law to have the woman stoned to 

death when the people brought her to Him after catching her in the act of adultery. 

According to the law, she deserved death. Instead, Jesus gave her LOVE, GRACE, 

MERCY, COMPASSION, FORGIVENESS, and a FIRM WARNING she needed to not 

return to her sin. Then He used this to bring conviction to those judging her that they were 

sinners just as much as she was. 

 

We are ALL sinners, friend, and we ALL deserve death, hell, and the lake of fire forever 

separate from God almighty. What an unfathomable blessing that the LOVE, GRACE, 

MERCY, COMPASSION, FORGIVENESS, and a FIRM WARNING that we must not go 

back to a lifestyle of sin is available from the Lord to ALL OF US who turn from our sins 

and believe He is Lord and died on the cross to pay our sin penalty and was raised from the 

dead whereby we truly turn our lives over to God and His ways. 

 

When was the last time you were thankful for the Lord's astounding love and mercy? Oh, 

what an amazing, amazing, amazing blessing! May we be thankful each and every day for 

God's love and grace - and the promise of everlasting life for all who turn to Christ with 

repentance and in faith with a true commitment to follow Him now and forevermore!  

 

BLESSING 51 

 

“I will remember the works of the Lord; 

Surely I will remember Your wonders of old. 

I will also meditate on all Your work, 

And talk of Your deeds.” Psalm 77:11-12 

 

Three blessings jam-packed into two verses tucked lovingly into Psalm 77. REMEMBER. 

MEDITATE. TALK. How are they blessings? Forever wouldn’t be enough to thank the 

Lord for His awesomeness, His wonder, His majesty, His goodness, His glory, His 

salvation, and on and on! We could never love and thank the Lord enough for who He is, 

what He has done, what He is doing, and what He will do. But throughout our lifetime, we 

have the opportunity to REMEMBER all of His wondrous goodness and works through the 

years, to MEDITATE on Him and His Word and His greatness and works, and to TALK 

to others about Him and His splendor and glory and His testimony in our lives! 

REMEMBERING GOD, MEDITATING ON GOD, AND TALKING ABOUT GOD! 

Three fabulous ways to enjoy the graciousness, mercy, and wonderfulness of God almighty 

in Christ!  

‘ 
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BLESSING 52 

 

“if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My 

face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their 

sin and heal their land.” 2 Chron. 7:14 

 

How often is this Bible verse quoted? Again and again – and again. It is a well-known 

verse, isn’t it? And oh, what an incredible, incredible blessing that the Lord will forgive 

us! That He will heal our land! But my friend, is it possible especially when it comes to 

well-quoted scriptures that we jump quickly to the blessing and skip over the part that 

comes before? Please read this verse carefully, friend. We must do what? HUMBLE 

OURSELVES? And? PRAY. And? SEEK GOD’S FACE. And? TURN FROM OUR 

WICKED WAYS. Then what? THEN God will hear us and answer! Humility, prayer, 

seeking God, and TURNING FROM OUR SINS.  

 

Blessing? Oh, what a blessing it is to be forgiven by the Lord! As individuals, and as whole 

nations which has happened before! But let us not run so fast for the blessing that we miss 

our instructions. Obedience is fundamental. And it all begins with humbling ourselves 

before the Lord God almighty! 

 

THANK YOU FATHER for your amazing undeserved forgiveness! Help us, help this 

world, help me, help the person reading this, help us all to humble ourselves before you, to 

pray, to seek you, your very presence, and to turn from our sins! Help us to receive your 

forgiveness, oh Lord, and THANK YOU JESUS! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 53 

 

“Oh, that men would give thanks to the Lord for His goodness, 

And for His wonderful works to the children of men!” Psalm 107:8 

 

Three times in Psalm 107 the psalmist repeats the words from above. What a message! That 

we should “give thanks” to the Lord for what? “His goodness”. And? “His wonderful 

works”. Giving thanks is an action, isn’t it? It’s more than simply feeling and being 

thankful, don’t you think? It’s an EXPRESSION of our thankfulness to the Lord. Let us 

meditate on God’s goodness and wonderful works, yes. But let’s not stop there. Let’s 

express our thanksgiving to Him – daily! Oh, we are so very indescribably blessed by God 

almighty right down to the very breath we are drawing right this moment. May we think 

about His goodness and wonderful works, yes! And may we tell Him over and again, for 

the rest of our lives, and forever, how thankful, so thankful, yes, so very thankful, we are 

to Him, oh yes!  

 

BLESSING 54 

 

"...Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him." Psalm 2:12 
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Who is blessed? Those who trust Jesus! Oh, sure, it's easy to say, "Well, sure, I believe in 

Jesus. I know He's Lord." It's easy to say, "Well, yeah, I'm a Christian." It's easy to say, 

"Oh, yes, I trust the Lord." But seriously, do we? Do we truly trust the Lord? In all things? 

All the time? We're in a trust marathon, aren't we? It's not a quick sprint across the room or 

street. It's a long-distance, over-the-course-of-our-lives distance race. And it's not to be a 

rush to get to the finish line. It's to be a journey following the Lord Jesus Christ. And putting 

- yes, putting - our trust in Him day by day. Even breath by breath.  

 

We trust the Lord to give us our next breath, don't we? But what about everything else? I'm 

learning, friend, I'm learning. To go the distance when it comes to trusting God. He is 

worthy of ALL our trust ALL the time, but we as humans fall so very far short, don't we? 

Yet God in His mercy helps us followers along the course of our lives, teaching us to trust 

Him, leading us to live by faith, forgiving us when we fall and repent, strengthening us 

when we are weary and weak and need help carrying on. It is indeed a blessing when we 

PUT our trust in the Lord. May this be a reminder for you and I to do just that. To PUT our 

trust in Him. Oh, and how blessed we are when we do! 

 

BLESSING 55 

 

“Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose heart, saying: 

“There was in a certain city a judge who did not fear God nor regard man. Now there was 

a widow in that city; and she came to him, saying, ‘Get justice for me from my adversary.’ 

And he would not for a while; but afterward he said within himself, ‘Though I do not fear 

God nor regard man, yet because this widow troubles me I will avenge her, lest by her 

continual coming she weary me.’ ” 

 

Then the Lord said, “Hear what the unjust judge said. And shall God not avenge His own 

elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them? I tell you that He 

will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find 

faith on the earth?”” Luke 18:1-8 

 

I love, love, love to quote, “men always out to pray and not lose heart,…” Oh, how I love 

this story and the encouragement I find in it to persevere in praying to the Lord no matter 

what things look and feel like and seem. But somehow no matter how many times I have 

come back to these verses, I so very much missed the power in the last verse. Please focus 

on these words with me. “…will He really find faith on the earth?”  

 

Let’s go further and focus on you and me. Do we have such faith in God that we keep 

praying according to His will no matter how impossible something might seem? It takes 

really strong faith to endure in prayer with the seemingly impossible, doesn’t it? God wants 

us to pray in line with His will, and He answers prayers the way He desires according to 

His plan for His glory. So we need to do our very best to pray what we believe He wants 

us to pray. In the meantime, will we stick with praying to the Lord, to crying out to Him, 

when it looks like He will never answer?  
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Oh, how we must be filled with faith! And press on in praying! Is there a blessing in this? 

Yes! In fact, there are at least a few. God hears our cries, He gives us the strength to keep 

praying, He answers with what He knows is best, He wants us to pray to Him, we can draw 

closer to Him in praying to Him, and our faith can grow as we continue in prayer. And He 

teaches and grows us as we continue to pray such as in the areas of patience, perseverance, 

trust, dependence, and in intimacy with Him as we who follow Jesus come into His throne 

room in prayer! Praying? Let us pray on!  

 

Blessing 56 

  

“By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”” John 

13:35 

 

In a world in which there is such a lack of love at times, in which there is such a darkening 

overall and so very much bad news, in which violence and hatred seem to be at all-time 

highs, there is a love that will endure forever. The love of God almighty. The love with 

which He created the world. The love with which He sent His only Son to the cross to die 

to bear our sin penalty and to be raised from the dead so all who believe in Him as Lord, 

truly committing their lives to Him, are forgiven and given forever life. The love which we 

who follow Jesus can be filled with when we are yielded to the Lord in such a way that we 

literally overflow with it. So that the love of Jesus fills us and pours out of us onto those 

around us.  

 

Oh, such a wondrous love this is, this love of Jesus. Such a love that stands in such very 

strong contrast to the darkness that fills so much of this world and so many within it. What 

happens when we truly love one another with this love that comes from Jesus? The world 

sees we are disciples of Christ. His children. His followers. Love feels wonderful, doesn’t 

it? But feeling good is not the primary reason to love. It’s an act of obedience to Christ. 

And it’s a sign to the world that we are His.  

 

What a blessing that the love to which He calls us is the love with which He Himself 

supplies us. We are not called to muster up this love on our own. But instead to be filled 

with His Spirit who gives us this love that we might love one another and show the world 

what it looks like to belong to the Lord forevermore! Oh, may we love the Lord! Oh, let us 

love one another! Oh, to God be the glory for this splendorous love bestowed upon us by 

Jesus Lord of all!  

 

Blessing 57 

 

"I will praise You, O Lord, with my whole heart; 

I will tell of all Your marvelous works." Psalm 9:1 

 

I love how the psalmist tells the Lord he will praise Him with his WHOLE heart. He is not 

promising to give God a little bit of his attention. Nor just a little corner of his heart. He is 

speaking of fervent praise, isn't he? Dedicated praise. Passionate praise. Powerful praise. 
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Joyful praise. Devoted praise. True praise. Genuine praise. Not religious praise. Not just 

going through the motions. Not just checking something off on his to-do list for the day. 

He is talking about all out praising the Lord! 

 

But that's not all. He is telling the Lord he will praise Him with his WHOLE heart AND 

He will tell others of God's wonderful works! He really is going all out, isn't he? To thank 

the Lord directly, and to tell others of God's glory! He is putting ALL his heart in his praise! 

And he is using words directly to God and words to others about God to PRAISE THE 

LORD! If ever anyone fell short in the area of praise, I feel it is I. How could I ever praise 

the Lord enough for His glory and goodness, and how could I ever tell others enough about 

the glory of the Lord? I can't, but oh, how I desire to try!  

 

Oh, friend, let us praise, praise, praise the Lord! And let us tell the world all about Him! 

With our WHOLE hearts, let us praise the Lord! Oh, how blessed we are by God almighty! 

And oh, what a blessing to glorify the Lord with our hearts and mouths! Joyfully, joyfully, 

may we praise, praise the Lord, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 58 

 

“For the Lord God is a sun and shield; 

The Lord will give grace and glory; 

No good thing will He withhold 

From those who walk uprightly.” Psalm 84:11 

 

Does God promise in this verse to give us every good thing WE want? No! Friend, He gives 

us all the good things HE wants us to have. But in our greed and pride, don’t we sometimes 

lash out at God, turn our backs on Him, distance ourselves from Him, withdraw trust from 

Him, doubt Him, go running to false gods and idols, etc. because we believe God isn’t good 

to us? God’s greatest blessing to us is a forever relationship with Himself through salvation 

based on Jesus’ death and resurrection, and His physical and spiritual blessings are endless. 

Instead of complaining that we aren’t getting from God what we want and accusing Him 

wrongfully and arrogantly of not being good to us, let us be joyful and thank Him for His 

countless indescribably wonderful blessings – starting with HIMSELF! Oh, how good, how 

good, how very good the Lord is to us each and every day, yes!  

 

BLESSING 59 

 

“Teach me Your way, O Lord; 

I will walk in Your truth; 

Unite my heart to fear Your name.” Psalm 86:11 

 

Such a simple and powerful and awesome prayer written by a psalmist so long ago, but 

should this prayer not be our very own? Should we not pray to the Lord with all our hearts 

that He will teach us His way so we leave behind our own ways and live according to His? 

Such a beautiful blessing, yes! That we can pray to God through faith in Jesus as Lord, that 
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God hears our prayers, that He answers our prayers when they line up with His will, that 

He promises His Spirit who lives inside His followers will teach us, that He gives us love 

and power through His Spirit to learn His ways and to live by them! Thank you, oh blessed 

forever almighty beautiful precious holy righteous loving Father!  

 

BLESSING 60 

 

"“Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 

drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body 

more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather 

into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 

Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature? 

 

“So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they 

neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed 

like one of these. Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow 

is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 

 

“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What 

shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows 

that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 

and all these things shall be added to you. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for 

tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble." Mt. 

6:25-34 

 

I read these verses for years before the Spirit of God quickened in my heart 11 powerfully 

precious words to which I don't believe I had ever paid enough attention. "For your 

heavenly Father knows that you need all these things." How often, I wonder, do we go 

through our lives before we pray, as we pray, and after we pray without the deep belief, 

confidence, relief, wonder, thankfulness, and trust in the blessedness that GOD 

ALMIGHTY loves us, cares about us, wants what's best for us, and KNOWS OUR EVERY 

NEED? He will answer our prayers according to His will because He knows what's best 

for us and what will bring Him love, praise, honor, and glory.  

 

What a blessing, oh, what a blessing, to consider the Lord Jesus Christ loves and cares for 

us more than we can fathom - and that all our needs are known to Him! Let us place our 

trust in Him, let us live to love and glorify God, let us walk in obedience to Him, let us 

humbly come before Him in prayer with thankful hearts, and let us take comfort in knowing 

of His indescribable love and care for us, oh yes!  

 

BLESSING 61 

 

“My eyes are awake through the night watches, 

That I may meditate on Your word.” Psalm 119:148 
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Ever have trouble sleeping? Oh, how I do! Night after night, in fact. I’m not sure I’ve slept 

through the night in years. I wake up a zillion times nightly, it seems, and sometimes I’m 

up for hours. I’m often exhausted by morning! I could see this as awful, or I could be 

thankful for a safe place to sleep indoors, for heat and AC, that my work schedule is flexible 

so I can rest if needed during the day, and for this. The middle of the night is an AWESOME 

OPPORTUNITY to spend time alone with the Lord Jesus Christ! To be loved by Him, to 

love Him, to commune with Him, to pray to the Lord, to listen for the Lord’s voice, and to 

MEDITATE ON HIS WORD! To read the Bible and to think about the Bible. What can 

seem to be a curse of losing sleep night after night can be a wonderful blessing! The middle 

of the night for many people is our most uninterrupted time with the least amount of 

distractions. Uninterrupted time that can be devoted to Christ Jesus who is Lord 

forevermore!  

 

BLESSING 62 

 

"But this is what I commanded them, saying, ‘Obey My voice, and I will be your God, and 

you shall be My people. And walk in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it may 

be well with you.’ Yet they did not obey or incline their ear, but followed the counsels and 

the dictates of their evil hearts, and went backward and not forward. Since the day that your 

fathers came out of the land of Egypt until this day, I have even sent to you all My servants 

the prophets, daily rising up early and sending them. Yet they did not obey Me or incline 

their ear, but stiffened their neck. They did worse than their fathers. 

 

“Therefore you shall speak all these words to them, but they will not obey you. You shall 

also call to them, but they will not answer you. 

 

“So you shall say to them, ‘This is a nation that does not obey the voice of the Lord their 

God nor receive correction. Truth has perished and has been cut off from their mouth."" 

Jeremiah 7:23-28 

 

How can there possibly be blessings in this incredibly hard message spoken by the Lord 

God almighty to Jeremiah the prophet who was charged with delivering incredibly hard 

warnings to the children of Israel who lived in horrific rebellion against God? Consider 

this. We are blessed God uses His warnings from long ago to warn us this very day to turn 

from our wicked ways to faith in Christ as Lord whereby we commit to live according to 

God's ways and receive the promise of a forever relationship with the Lord! And we are 

blessed that even when the very nation in which we live is in rebellion against God, that 

we individually no matter other people's choices can choose to live for the Lord Jesus 

Christ! And we are blessed God sent messengers that long ago and sends messengers even 

now to bring us to repentance and to righteousness. A hard, convicting message, absolutely! 

But don't miss the blessings within it!  
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BLESSING 63 

 

“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe 

that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” Hebrews 11:6 

 

More and more blessings! God’s Word is so filled with blessings! Every word is a blessing, 

isn’t it? It’s God’s Word! God’s voice! God’s love and instructions and wisdom and 

direction and mercy and character and history and so very much more! He even tells us 

throughout His Word how to love, please, and honor Him. We don’t need to try to figure 

this out on our own. He tells us! Like in the verse above. He makes clear we can’t please 

God without having faith in Him. So obviously we please Him when we have faith in Him.  

 

He doesn’t stop here, however. He desires we believe that He is Lord AND that He rewards 

those of us who carefully, steadfastly, devotedly SEEK HIM! He blesses us with wanting 

us to believe in Him, He blesses us when we believe in Him, and He blesses us when we 

seek Him. The Creator of the universe, almighty God, WANTS US TO SEEK HIM! He 

wants us to be in HIS FELLOWSHIP. He wants us to DRAW CLOSER TO HIM. He wants 

relationship with us. Isn’t that astounding? He wants OUR FAITH AND FELLOWSHIP! 

And we can have forever relationship with God through turning to Jesus Christ as Lord 

who died to pay our sin penalty and was raised from the dead, genuinely dedicating our 

lives to God and His ways. This verse is filled with God’s blessings – just like His Word. 

The greatest blessing of all? GOD HIMSELF! HALLELUJAH! 

 

BLESSING 64 

 

““Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, 

Let not the mighty man glory in his might, 

Nor let the rich man glory in his riches; 

But let him who glories glory in this, 

That he understands and knows Me, 

That I am the Lord, exercising lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness in the earth. 

For in these I delight,” says the Lord.” Jeremiah 9:23-24 

 

Who are the wise, mighty and rich people in the eyes of the Lord? Not those who have 

accumulated and are hoarding worldly wealth, pleasures, and treasures, but those who 

know the Lord. And in what do the truly wise, mighty, and rich people in God’s eyes glory? 

In earthly successes, climbing corporate ladders, being millionaires, having the world’s 

praise, etc.? No! They glory IN THE LORD and in KNOWING HIM! The only way to 

know the Lord personally in an intimate relationship with Him is through repentance, faith 

in, and a life devoted to Christ as Lord. And the Lord makes clear KNOWING HIM is 

equated with a life of obedience to Him (1 John 2:3-6)! The Lord DELIGHTS IN HIS 

CHILDREN who believe in, know, love, follow, and obey Him! Oh, how blessed it is to 

glory in Christ and in a forever relationship with Him in which we live to love, honor, 

revere, obey, and glorify Christ forevermore! Blessed, blessed, so blessed we are when we 

know the Lord! Glory, glory, glory to the Lord everlastingly, yes!  
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BLESSING 65 

 

"But as they sailed He fell asleep. And a windstorm came down on the lake, and they were 

filling with water, and were in jeopardy. And they came to Him and awoke Him, saying, 

“Master, Master, we are perishing!” 

 

Then He arose and rebuked the wind and the raging of the water. And they ceased, and 

there was a calm. But He said to them, “Where is your faith?” 

 

And they were afraid, and marveled, saying to one another, “Who can this be? For He 

commands even the winds and water, and they obey Him!”" Luke 8:23-25 

 

What happens when Jesus' disciples wake Him on the boat petrified they will die because 

of the storm and He calms the storm? He asks where their faith is, they're scared, and they 

ask WHO JESUS IS! How can they dare not know it's Jesus who calmed the storm 

miraculously? Despite their sudden and temporary lapse in faith, Jesus still loves them, 

cares about them, and continues to be their Lord and master and to disciple them!  

 

Sometimes we have our own lapse in faith and temporarily don't recognize the glory and 

miraculous nature and manifestations of Jesus in our lives. What a blessing He still loves 

us who follow Him, and still cares about us, and is our Lord and master and disciples us as 

His Spirit leads us forth! How loving, patient, yes, long-suffering, kind, gracious, generous, 

sensitive, tender, Fatherly, giving, doting, sweet, and lovely and wonderful the Lord is with 

His children!  

 

Oh, blessed, blessed, blessed be the Lord! Oh, how indescribably blessed we are when we 

are wholly HIS! 

 

BLESSING 66 

 

"O Lord, God of my salvation, 

I have cried out day and night before You. 

Let my prayer come before You; 

Incline Your ear to my cry." Psalm 88:1-2 

 

What a blessing! How often does the psalmist cry out to the Lord in the psalms? Over and 

again - and again! He yearns for the Lord to hear His cries. The blessing for us? When we 

repent and turn our lives over to the Lord Jesus Christ, through faith in Jesus and His death 

and resurrection, we are forgiven and enter into a forever relationship with God we couldn't 

otherwise have because of our sins. And this includes access to God day in and day out! 

FOREVER!  

 

We can cry out to Him any time, and He hears all our cries! The most important cry we can 

ever make is for God's forgiveness for our sins as we place our faith in Christ as Lord and 

devote our lives to Him. But our cries don't need to end there! We can cry out to the Lord 
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over and again, calling out to Him, reaching out to Him, pleading to Him, talking to Him, 

praying to Him, pouring out our hearts to Him, communing with Him, and yes, listening 

for His Spirit speaking to us through His Word and directly to our hearts in line with His 

Word! Oh, the blessing to cry out to God almighty through Christ and to be heard! Oh, yes!  

 

BLESSING 67 

 

“But this is what I commanded them, saying, ‘Obey My voice, and I will be your God, and 

you shall be My people. And walk in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it may 

be well with you.’ Yet they did not obey or incline their ear, but followed the counsels and 

the dictates of their evil hearts, and went backward and not forward.” Jeremiah 7:23-24 

 

God loves us so much He tells us hard stuff like this in His Word about rebellion against 

Him and going backwards instead of forwards to tell us we need to obey Him and go 

forwards not backwards. The perfect heavenly Father to those of us who become His 

adopted kids through faith in Jesus as Lord, He uses others’ wrongdoing and the awful 

consequences of sin to warn us that we need to live in a way honoring and pleasing to our 

beloved Father.  

 

What a blessing to have our Father God want us in forever, blessed, loving, sweet, 

comforting, merciful, fulfilling, lovely, life-changing fellowship with Himself! What a 

blessing He shows us the pathway of obedience that is fundamental to this sweet blessed 

fellowship with our heavenly forever Father to those of us who belong to Him through our 

lives devoted to Christ Jesus!  

 

BLESSING 68  

 

“For You, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive, And abundant in mercy to all those who 

call upon You.” Psalm 86:5 

 

Look at all the blessings in these simple verses! God hears our cries! God is good! God is 

ready to forgive; we simply need to cry out to Him in repentance. And He doesn’t just have 

a few mere drops of mercy to sprinkle on us if we beg Him to no end. He is ready to pour 

out His abundant mercy upon the repentant soul – the one truly sorry for his or her sins 

with a genuine desire to turn to God and His ways via faith in Jesus Christ as Lord! 

Forevermore, thank you Lord! Thank you, Father! Blessed Father, oh thank you! 

 

BLESSING 69 

 

“Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. He who says, 

“I know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 

But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know 

that we are in Him. He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He 

walked.” 1 John 2:3-6 

 



56 

 

If we say we KNOW the Lord, and we say we ABIDE in the Lord, we need to obey the 

Lord and follow the Lord and live as the Lord lived. We need to look to the Lord, we need 

to look to His Word, and we need to look to how He modeled to us in His time on this earth 

the right way to live. Genuine faith in Jesus Christ as Lord resulting in the promise of 

everlasting life with the Lord shows forth with our lives being yielded to the Lord and His 

ways.  

 

Tossing around the words, “I believe in Jesus,” “I know the Lord,” “I’m a Christian,” “I go 

to church,” “I go to Bible study,” are meaningless when they are not accompanied by a life 

of devotion and obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ. What a blessing these verses make 

clear to us those who truly believe in Jesus and know Jesus as Lord live for Jesus according 

to the ways of Jesus for the glory of Jesus.  

 

Oh, let us believe in Him! Let us know Him! Let us obey Him! Let us live for Him! Let us 

rejoice in Him! Let us thank the Lord that He desires we know and abide in Him 

forevermore! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 70  

 

"Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed 

up; does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not 

rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 

things, endures all things. Love never fails..." 1 Cor. 13:4-8 

 

Some versions of the Bible use the word "patient" instead of "suffers long", and isn't it true 

that patience involves the flesh suffering when it must wait and endure whatever it goes 

through rather than receiving what it wants when it wants it? One day the Lord lovingly 

showed me how patience, or suffering long, is the first descriptive word concerning love in 

these well-known scriptures. 

 

I believe He wanted to show me that all that love entails requires patience. That it will take 

patience, and endurance, to learn to walk in Christ's love. To live according to the love of 

God. To show forth the fruit of God's love in our hearts and lives.  

 

What a phenomenal blessing that love, patience, and all the beautiful fruit borne of love we 

do not need to come up with on our own. All of it begins with the Lord Jesus Christ and 

the love He pours into us via His glorious Spirit who lives inside His followers. The Spirit 

of Christ will bear in and through us all we need to live our lives in a manner pleasing, 

honoring, and glorifying to Him!  

 

BLESSING 71 

 

"who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil age, 

according to the will of our God and Father," Galatians 1:4 

 



57 

 

How quick we can be when we thank God for His goodness, or tell others of His goodness, 

to speak of the obvious, visible blessings He bestows upon us day by day like food, 

clothing, and shelter, like loving relationships and good health, like healing and vacations 

in beautiful places, like a new job, promotion, or pay raise, like early retirement or getting 

into graduate school, etc. But THE GREATEST BLESSING OF ALL is God almighty and 

a forever relationship with Him we can only have because like this verse says, "who gave 

Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil age,..." This world is 

filled with darkness, with troubles, trials, and tribulations, but one day those who turn from 

their sins and believe in Christ as Lord who "GAVE HIMSELF FOR OUR SINS" will 

spend eternity with the Lord in heaven where there will be no evil not ever! We don't 

deserve heaven forever with God because we're all sinners, but Jesus "GAVE HIMSELF 

FOR OUR SINS". Yes, Jesus paid our sin punishment of death, hell, and the lake of fire in 

forever torment apart from God. So we can be with Him FOREVER in a place where no 

evil will ever be! Oh hallelujah, friend, hallelujah, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 72 

  

"For we are glad when we are weak and you are strong. And this also we pray, that you 

may be made complete. Therefore I write these things being absent, lest being present I 

should use sharpness, according to the authority which the Lord has given me for 

edification and not for destruction. 

 

Finally, brethren, farewell. Become complete. Be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in 

peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you." 2 Cor. 13:9-11 

 

The Lord through the apostle Paul shows us twice in these verses He wants us to be 

complete. First, this makes clear that believing in and receiving Jesus Christ as Lord and 

Savior when we are born again through repenting and turning our hearts and lives over to 

God and His ways is THE BEGINNING - not the end. We enter into a lifelong 

sanctification process in which God renews our minds through study of the Bible and 

transforms us as we learn to live according to God's ways. He is completing what He began 

when He adopted us into His forever family through our surrendering our lives to Him.  

 

Second, this makes clear we are to "BECOME COMPLETE" by being "MADE 

COMPLETE." Certainly there is much work for us to do in the way of reading the Bible, 

dying to self, and learning to live led by God's Spirit in line with the Bible. But it is God's 

Spirit who does the work in and through us! It's Christ who lives in and through us! It's 

Jesus the "author and finisher of our faith (Hebrews 12:2)" who makes us complete! What 

a blessing to consider the burden for completing what the Lord began in us is not on us but 

on Him. So, of course, is the glory! To God be the glory for bringing those of us who follow 

Him to completion! AMEN! 
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BLESSING 73 

 

"Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in 

a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted." Galatians 6:1 

 

When we see a person caught up in sin, stuck in the muck and mire and scum and darkness 

and danger and yuck of it, we should harshly, arrogantly, noisily, pridefully, judge the 

person and lash out at the person with controlling and manipulating and nasty words, right? 

We should lord it over the person, coming down on the person with condemnation and 

criticism and then haul off to our friends and gossip and tear the person to shreds with our 

mouths, right? Oh, not so! No, no, no! I have fallen into sin a zillion times over the years 

in my poor efforts to "help" someone struggling terribly with sin.  

 

This scripture is such a blessing in how clearly, cleanly, and simply the Lord uses it to show 

us to help the person out of sin with GENTLENESS. And we must be careful, the verse 

shows us, to not fall into sin ourselves in the process! The Lord is so gentle with us here in 

telling us to be gentle with others!  

 

Oh, how humble, how merciful, how loving we must be with others! Sometimes firm, yes. 

Sometimes stern, yes. Sometimes tough, yes. If and when the Lord leads us to be, yes, but 

with this all must be a spirit of GENTLENESS. This implies love, compassion, and care, 

doesn't it? What a blessing the Lord is so gentle with us in His call for us to be gentle with 

others. Oh, may it be so!  

 

BLESSING 74 

 

"So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into the sheath. Shall I not drink the cup which 

My Father has given Me?”" Psalm 18:11 

 

The Lord Jesus Christ spoke strongly to the apostle Peter because Peter had intervened 

when the steps were unfolding for Jesus to end up dying on the cross and being raised from 

the dead. Jesus told Peter not to interfere. Jesus knew He needed to surrender to His Father's 

plans for Him - that He would die for all of humanity and be raised from the dead so all 

who repent and believe in Him as Lord, truly surrendering their lives to Him, would be 

forgiven and given everlasting life.  

 

Jesus could have tried to go against His Father's plans for Him. Instead, He surrendered. 

He gave up His life in His love for humanity and desire for the world to turn to Him and 

be given eternal life.  

 

He knew He would "drink the cup" His Father gave Him. The cup? His Father's will.  

 

What about you and I? Nothing the Lord plans for our lives, no matter how hard, could 

ever compare with the indescribable hardness of the plans the Father had for Jesus on the 



59 

 

cross. But oh, how we rebel against God at times. How we argue, resist, run, do anything 

but humbly, lovingly, faithfully simply yield ourselves to God. 

 

Let us learn, you and I, to surrender all to the Lord. With no resistance. With utter love. 

AMEN! 

 

What an unfathomable blessing Jesus gave us in going to the cross. May we bless the Lord 

in lovingly submitting ourselves to Him and drinking whatever cup He gives us. Yes, 

AMEN, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 75 

 

"I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the 

life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 

Himself for me." Galatians 2:20 

 

Dying to self is so unbelievably hard that who in his or her right mind would WANT to 

deny the flesh and live according to God's ways rather than to live to satisfy me, me, and 

me? Look at the three utterly amazing blessings in this verse! First, the Lord Jesus Christ 

LIVES IN THOSE OF US WHO FOLLOW HIM! His very life through His Spirit is 

ALIVE IN US! Second, when we receive Christ as Lord, we learn to live BY FAITH IN 

JESUS. We learn how to live by faith in the strength of God rather than by fleshly exertion 

in our weakness. Third, this verse shows us God's unfathomable love for us manifests in 

Jesus literally giving up His life for us on the cross!  

 

Yes, we pay a mighty price when we have to learn to die to self day by day. But the reward 

of being in the presence of almighty God forever and of Jesus living in and through us so 

far surpasses the pain of self-denial that there is no comparison between the two. The very 

best - and everlasting - way to live is in, through, and for the Lord Jesus Christ! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 76 

 

“choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing 

pleasures of sin, esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; 

for he looked to the reward.” Hebrews 11:25-26 

 

When the Lord led me to write on this verse, I thought, no, I can’t do that. I’ve already 

written on this scripture in this 365 BLESSINGS devotional book He has called me to 

write. Then He showed me there was a blessing in these verses I had missed the first time 

around. Six simple words. “ENJOY THE PASSING PLEASURES OF SIN.” Is sin a 

blessing? No! It goes against the Lord and comes with terrible consequences! So, what’s 

the blessing in this? That the Lord is TELLING US THAT THE PLEASURES OF SIN 

ARE PASSING! They are TEMPORARY! They are FLEETING! They will NOT last! Not 

only will we reap the horrible results of sin, but the pleasure we experience won’t even last!  
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Thank the Lord for making this clear to us! For not leaving us in the dark with sin. For 

desiring us and calling us into the light of His mercy and forgiveness! For His dying on the 

cross to pay our sin punishment and being raised from the dead so all who turn from our 

sins and believe in Him as Lord, truly turning our hearts and lives over to Him, are 

FORGIVEN and given EVERLASTING LIFE! 

 

Friend, the PLEASURES OF SIN ARE PASSING! EVERLASTING LIFE WITH JESUS 

IS FOREVER! What greater blessing is there than Jesus Himself and spending forever with 

Him? There is none! Jesus is the greatest blessing in the universe, and Jesus isn’t passing. 

HE IS FOREVER! Hallelujah!  

 

BLESSING 77 

 

"The way of life winds upward for the wise, 

That he may turn away from hell below." Proverbs 15:24 

 

Have you ever been walking or driving in one direction only to figure out you're going the 

wrong way and need to turn around and go the right way? Sometimes we walk or drive the 

wrong way because we're guessing which way to go. Other times, we go the wrong way on 

purpose for whatever reason. Sometimes we're misled because someone gave us wrong 

directions. But how fortunate we are when we're given the opportunity to turn around. 

Praise the Lord for this awesome blessing of a scripture in which He gives us perfect 

directions. Every human will spend forever in heaven with God or hell and the lake of fire 

in everlasting torment apart from God. We're all sinners hell-bound unless we turn from 

our wrongdoing and put our faith in Jesus Christ as Lord who died on the cross to take our 

sin punishment for us and was raised from the dead whereby we now turn our lives over to 

the Lord who is upward! The wise person, the Lord tells us in this verse, lives his or her 

life facing upward toward the Lord instead of downward toward hell.  

 

BLESSING 78 

 

"The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, 

Slow to anger and great in mercy." Psalm 145:8 

 

The Lord doesn't leave us wondering and wandering when it comes to letting us know how 

He wants us to live. Not only does He give us clear commands and instructions in the Bible, 

but Jesus Himself in His time on this earth modeled to us the way we are to live. The verse 

above may seem on the surface like it's simply a beautiful description of glorious God who 

is gracious, compassionate, not quick to anger, and merciful. He also shows us aspects of 

Himself - of His image in which we who follow Jesus are to grow. Yes, as we grow in 

God's image, we should become gracious, compassionate, slow to anger, and merciful. The 

Lord blesses us with instructions AND with showing us what it looks like to walk in His 

ways. He is our perfect, precious, heavenly, almighty, awesome role model. And in the 

strength of Christ, in the power of His Spirit, in the love of God almighty, we can grow in 

His blessed splendorous forever image, AMEN! 
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BLESSING 79 

 

"...Happy are the people whose God is the Lord!" Psalm 144:15 

 

Oh, what a blessing it is to be happy, isn't it? And this verse tells us that we will be happy 

when we have a million dollars, right? And when we marry the person of our dreams, right? 

And when we can take vacations to beautiful places several times a year, right? And when 

we get out of prison early, right? And when we get an apartment and no longer live on the 

streets, right? And when we lose just the right amount of pounds to look beautiful in a new 

outfit, right? And when we get a delicious meal at the new restaurant down the block, right? 

 

We may well be happy when any of these things happen. But there is no happiness that can 

possibly compare with the happiness - and love, peace, hope, and joy - that comes with 

being given the promise of forever fellowship with Jesus Christ as Lord instead of spending 

forever apart from Him in hell and the lake of fire. And we can't buy that happiness.  

 

Jesus Christ paid the price for us when He died on the cross to pay our sin punishment and 

was raised from the dead so all who turn from our sins and believe in Him as Lord, truly 

turning our lives over to God and His ways, are forgiven and given everlasting life with 

Him! All happiness based on this present world is temporary. Happiness based on having 

a forever relationship with the Lord is forever! Hallelujah! A beautiful, beautiful 

everlasting blessing! The happiness of being with Jesus forevermore! Oh, hallelujah! 

 

BLESSING 80 

 

"I will extol You, my God, O King; 

And I will bless Your name forever and ever. 

Every day I will bless You, 

And I will praise Your name forever and ever." Psalm 145:1-2 

"My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord, and all flesh shall bless His holy name forever 

and ever." Psalm 145: 21 

 

If you do not yet have a personal forever relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ, you might 

see these scriptures and think the last thing in the world you would want to do is praise and 

bless the Lord literally forever. But rest assured, when you admit you're a sinner in need of 

the Lord Jesus Christ to save you from your sins, place your faith in Him as Lord who died 

to pay your sin penalty and was raised from the dead, and genuinely dedicate your life to 

Him in words and actions, and grow daily in your relationship with Him, you will come to 

understand how incredibly exciting these verses are! And what an amazing, amazing, 

amazing blessing it is to express your love for and to the Lord for eternity! The more I 

follow the Lord, the more I seek Him, the more I obey Him, the more I read the Bible, the 

more I know Him, the closer I draw to Him and Him to me, the more I hunger for Him, the 

more I chase after Him, the more I desire more of Him, the more I serve Him, the more I 

learn of Him and from Him, the more I fall in love with Him, the more I thirst to 
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demonstrate my love to Him, the more excited I am to have the opportunity to praise and 

bless Him forevermore! May the same be true for us all!  

 

BLESSING 81 

 

"I will extol You, my God, O King; 

And I will bless Your name forever and ever. 

Every day I will bless You, 

And I will praise Your name forever and ever. 

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; 

And His greatness is unsearchable. 

 

One generation shall praise Your works to another, 

And shall declare Your mighty acts. 

I will meditate on the glorious splendor of Your majesty, 

And on Your wondrous works. 

Men shall speak of the might of Your awesome acts, 

And I will declare Your greatness. 

They shall utter the memory of Your great goodness, 

And shall sing of Your righteousness. 

 

The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, 

Slow to anger and great in mercy. 

The Lord is good to all, 

And His tender mercies are over all His works. 

 

All Your works shall praise You, O Lord, 

And Your saints shall bless You. 

They shall speak of the glory of Your kingdom, 

And talk of Your power, 

To make known to the sons of men His mighty acts, 

And the glorious majesty of His kingdom. 

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 

And Your dominion endures throughout all generations. 

 

The Lord upholds all who fall, 

And raises up all who are bowed down. 

The eyes of all look expectantly to You, 

And You give them their food in due season. 

You open Your hand 

And satisfy the desire of every living thing. 

 

The Lord is righteous in all His ways, 

Gracious in all His works. 

The Lord is near to all who call upon Him, 
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To all who call upon Him in truth. 

He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; 

He also will hear their cry and save them. 

The Lord preserves all who love Him, 

But all the wicked He will destroy. 

My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord, 

And all flesh shall bless His holy name 

Forever and ever."  Psalm 145 

 

The most wonderful and precious Bible teacher in the universe is the Spirit of Christ, and 

do you know what He brought to light in my heart as I meditated on this psalm? How often 

the psalmist mentions USING THE MOUTH to GLORIFY GOD! Notice verses 1, 6, 7, 

10, 11, 12, and 13. In all these verses, the psalmist mentions BLESSING THE LORD with 

our mouths! Loving Him, praising Him, worshiping Him, talking of Him, singing to Him! 

Do you know we are blessed in blessing the Lord with our mouths? Oh, yes we are! It feels 

absolutely amazing to praise the Lord and to proclaim the Lord to others! It is an awesome 

joyful exciting enriching lovely blessing to open our mouths and pour forth love, praise, 

and blessings to and about the Lord, oh yes! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 82 

 

"Now behold, one came and said to Him, “Good Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I 

may have eternal life?” 

 

So He said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. But 

if you want to enter into life, keep the commandments.” 

 

He said to Him, “Which ones?” 

 

Jesus said, “‘You shall not murder,’ ‘You shall not commit adultery,’ ‘You shall not steal,’ 

‘You shall not bear false witness,’ ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and, ‘You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.’ ” 

 

The young man said to Him, “All these things I have kept from my youth. What do I still 

lack?” 

 

Jesus said to him, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the poor, 

and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” 

 

But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great 

possessions. 

 

Then Jesus said to His disciples, “Assuredly, I say to you that it is hard for a rich man to 

enter the kingdom of heaven. And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through 

the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” 
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When His disciples heard it, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be 

saved?” 

 

But Jesus looked at them and said to them, “With men this is impossible, but with God all 

things are possible.”" Mt. 19: 16-27 

 

Would you believe it took me years of listening to preaching on this well-known Bible 

story and studying it myself before I opened my eyes and realized I was wrong to assume 

the so-called rich young ruler never committed his life to the Lord Jesus Christ? Oh sure, 

it looks like he went away so horrified at having to give up his possessions that he surely 

didn't give them up in order to have everlasting life with Jesus, but do the verses say this 

for sure? Not that I can see anyway. Maybe he never gave up his possessions and received 

eternal life. Or maybe he was horrified at the prospect of giving them up but did it anyway 

because he wanted eternal life.  

 

But this story really isn't about him and what he ultimately did, is it? Isn't it really about 

what you and I ultimately do? There is no greater blessing in the universe than the Lord 

Jesus Christ and having everlasting life with Him, but isn't it true there is so much we 

humans want to hold onto that if we're honest we can't imagine doing without? That if we're 

honest we may even place a higher value on than Jesus Himself?  

 

Let us not concern ourselves with what the rich young ruler did, but at we're doing each 

and every day. Are we willing to give up anything Jesus desires we give up because He is 

our first love and greatest desire and most wonderful blessing? Oh, how humbled I am to 

admit I still find myself clinging at times to things and people on this earth. May we hold 

on for dear life to nothing tighter than we hold onto precious Jesus - the greatest, and 

everlasting, blessing in the universe! And may we be willing to let go of anything or anyone 

should the Lord tell us to do so. For HIS sake. For HIS glory. For the LOVE OF CHRIST. 

AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 83 

 

"The name of the Lord is a strong tower; 

The righteous run to it and are safe." Proverbs 18:3 

 

When the Lord told me to go read Proverbs 18, I didn't know why. I simply obeyed. He 

knew why. He had just watched me experience something yucky. Hard. Sort of scary. 

Uncomfortable. He knew my heart. He knew my need. And He knew the comfort and hope 

I would find when I came across the scripture above. What a blessing that no matter what 

we go through, no matter what we face, no matter what we experience, no matter how we 

feel, we can run to the Lord Jesus Christ - and to His name which is associated with His 

authority, sovereignty, power, love, grace, mercy, forgiveness, healing, compassion, 

tenderness, kindness, wisdom, direction, redemption, death on the cross, resurrection, 

salvation, deliverance, glory, and every other wonderful attribute and characteristic about 
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Him. And in Him we can find the safety and protection of forever with Him for those who 

have turned from our sins and placed our trust in Him as Lord and truly turned our lives 

over to Him and His ways.  

 

BLESSING 84 

 

""If it had not been the Lord who was on our side," let Israel now say - " Psalm 124:1 

 

This verse may be referring to people from long, long ago, but is it not so very applicable 

to us today? If we stop to reflect on our lives thus far, there would not be time enough to 

praise the Lord for every single time He has loved us, helped us, forgiven us, healed us, 

redeemed us, delivered us, set us free, protected us, preserved us, comforted us, shown 

compassion to us, tenderly nursed our wounds, corrected us in His love, changed us, grown 

us, conformed us to Himself, taught us, given us wisdom, directed us, spoken to our hearts 

by His Spirit  who lives inside His followers and always speaks in line with His Word, 

provided for us, delivered us to safety, rescued us, and on and on - and on. His goodness is 

everlasting. And so should be our praise! For His blessings go on forever. The greatest one 

of all? The Lord!  

 

BLESSING 85 

 

“I rejoice at Your word as one who finds great treasure (Psalm 119:162).”  

 

How glorious is the Lord Jesus Christ! How almighty is the Lord! How awesome is His 

Word! You might be surprised that I meet people continually in my streets ministry work 

who say they believe in Jesus as Lord and call themselves Christians and may even pray 

but don’t read the Bible and spend time alone with God daily. Only the Lord knows whether 

they are truly forgiven and promised everlasting life through having turned from a lifestyle 

of sin and believed in Him as Lord who died on the cross to pay our sin penalty and was 

raised from the dead, truly turning their lives over to God and His ways.  

 

I was once so very much the same! Calling myself a believer in the Lord but not having a 

true personal, deep, intimate relationship with Him with my heart and life totally devoted 

to Him as is now the case thanks be to the Lord! 

 

Oh, what we miss in not diving daily, deeply, and diligently into the endless treasure of the 

Bible – a blessing beyond measure from God almighty to His creation. Please don’t miss 

this blessing. Make it central to your life – and live by it day by day.  

 

May the Lord be your greatest love and desire, may you live utterly for Him, and may the 

Bible be fundamental and foundational to your life on this earth, AMEN! Oh, the blessed 

Bible! The blessed Lord! How blessed we are to have the Lord and the Bible! May nothing 

and nobody be more important in our lives than God almighty and His Word, the beautiful, 

beautiful Bible, hallelujah, AMEN! 
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BLESSING 86-97 

 

"Oh, sing to the Lord a new song! 

Sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

Sing to the Lord, bless His name; 

Proclaim the good news of His salvation from day to day. 

Declare His glory among the nations, 

His wonders among all peoples. 

 

For the Lord is great and greatly to be praised; 

He is to be feared above all gods. 

For all the gods of the peoples are idols, 

But the Lord made the heavens. 

Honor and majesty are before Him; 

Strength and beauty are in His sanctuary. 

 

Give to the Lord, O families of the peoples, 

Give to the Lord glory and strength. 

Give to the Lord the glory due His name; 

Bring an offering, and come into His courts. 

Oh, worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness! 

Tremble before Him, all the earth. 

 

Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns; 

The world also is firmly established, 

It shall not be moved; 

He shall judge the peoples righteously.” 

 

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 

Let the sea roar, and all its fullness; 

Let the field be joyful, and all that is in it. 

Then all the trees of the woods will rejoice 

before the Lord. 

For He is coming, for He is coming to judge the earth. 

He shall judge the world with righteousness, 

And the peoples with His truth." Psalm 96 

 

Imagine 12 blessings all packed into one powerful psalm, and that's exactly what I found 

one day in reading Psalm 96. The blessings? Twelve different ways to glorify the Lord. 

Twelve ways to worship Him. Twelve ways to bring Him praise, joy, pleasure, and honor. 

Oh, how wonderful it is - and feels - to worship the Lord God almighty! The Spirit of God 

opened my heart and eyes one day to see these 12 ways to show Him our love for Him: 

sing, proclaim, bless, declare, give, worship, tremble, say, rejoice, be glad, be joyful, and 

fear Him. I encourage you to read through Psalm 96, to look at these beautiful blessings, 

and to desire and aspire to incorporate them into a forever relationship with the Lord Jesus 
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Christ. Love the Lord with ALL your heart, dear friend! Oh, praise the Lord! In so very 

many ways! REJOICE! In Jesus! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 98-102 

 

"I thank God, whom I serve with a pure conscience, as my forefathers did, as without 

ceasing I remember you in my prayers night and day," 2 Timothy 1:3 

 

I began writing my 365 Blessings book as the Lord had led me to do figuring I would find 

one blessing to write about in each scripture I felt led to use in this book. Then the Spirit of 

Christ opened my eyes and helped me see there are countless blessings not only in His 

Word in its entirety but so very many blessings even in individual verses! In this verse, His 

Spirit brought to light the blessings of: 

 

* being THANKFUL to the Lord 

* we can SERVE the Lord with a "pure conscience" by continually purifying our hearts so 

they are pleasing to Christ 

* the apostle Paul refers to his ancestors in a positive light which helps us to be thankful 

for our ancestors who were faithful servants of Christ if that in fact was the case and to be 

careful to leave behind a legacy to future generations of our being faithful to Jesus 

* prayer is something we can do day and night because through faith in Jesus we have 

access to God our heavenly Father 24-7  

* we can pray for others continually and be thankful for all those who pray for us! 

 

Blessings, blessings, blessings. The Bible is overflowing with them, isn’t it? Let us be 

thankful for them all! Most of all, let us be thankful for THE LORD! Thank you God! 

Thank you Jesus! Jesus, you are God! Thank you! 

 

BLESSING 103 

 

"Sing aloud to God our strength; 

Make a joyful shout to the God of Jacob. 

Raise a song and strike the timbrel, 

The pleasant harp with the lute. 

 

Blow the trumpet at the time of the New Moon, 

At the full moon, on our solemn feast day. 

For this is a statute for Israel, 

A law of the God of Jacob. 

This He established in Joseph as a testimony, 

When He went throughout the land of Egypt, 

Where I heard a language I did not understand. 

 

“I removed his shoulder from the burden; 

His hands were freed from the baskets. 
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You called in trouble, and I delivered you; 

I answered you in the secret place of thunder; 

I tested you at the waters of Meribah. Selah 

 

“Hear, O My people, and I will admonish you! 

O Israel, if you will listen to Me! 

There shall be no foreign god among you; 

Nor shall you worship any foreign god. 

I am the Lord your God, 

Who brought you out of the land of Egypt; 

Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it. 

 

“But My people would not heed My voice, 

And Israel would have none of Me. 

So I gave them over to their own stubborn heart, 

To walk in their own counsels. 

 

“Oh, that My people would listen to Me, 

That Israel would walk in My ways! 

I would soon subdue their enemies, 

And turn My hand against their adversaries. 

The haters of the Lord would pretend submission to Him, 

But their fate would endure forever. 

He would have fed them also with the finest of wheat; 

And with honey from the rock I would have satisfied you.”" Psalm 81 

 

The Lord makes clear in Psalm 81 that the very Israelites He delivered out of bondage in 

Egypt stubbornly rebelled against Him, would not listen to His voice, turned to other gods, 

and needed to RETURN TO THE LORD if they were to receive His love, forgiveness, 

mercy, grace, fellowship, goodness, and blessings. Is this message just for people from long 

ago, friend, or is it also a message for any of us today who have our faces turned to false 

gods and our backs turned to the one true God, the Lord Jesus Christ?  

 

The only way to everlasting fellowship with God almighty which includes most 

importantly and preciously a loving relationship with Him now and forever in heaven is 

through faith in Jesus Christ as Lord with our lives lived accordingly, and it all begins with 

humbling ourselves and turning away from our sins to the Lord. Repentance, yes!  

 

Are you holding onto a lifestyle of sin and forsaking Jesus, or are you holding onto Jesus 

and a lifestyle of following Him and forsaking a lifestyle of sin? Surrender all to the Lord 

Jesus Christ, my friend, surrender all to Him now! Turn to Jesus, the one true God, turn to 

the Lord, oh turn! Oh, what a blessing that the Lord calls us to turn to Him! And that He 

forgives those who do so with true godly sorrow and faith in Him!  
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BLESSING 104 

 

"My soul longs, yes, even faints for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh cry out 

for the living God." Psalm 84:2 

 

Everything in this present world will one day come to an end, and the present world itself 

will come to its demise. But the Lord shall live and reign forever, and there shall be a new 

heavens and earth. And all who turn from our sins, believe in Him as Lord, and truly live 

for Him according to His ways, are forgiven and given forever life. The greatest blessing, 

however, isn't everlasting life and a new heavens and earth nor even the Lord’s forever 

Kingdom and everlasting reign as overwhelmingly wonderfully fabulous as all of this is.  

 

It's that this everlasting life is IN THE PRESENCE OF AND WITH THE LORD GOD 

ALMIGHTY - FOREVER! It's about spending FOREVER WITH GOD ALMIGHTY!  

 

The psalmist in this verse cries out to the Lord because he hungers and yearns and thirsts 

for Him! Do you hunger and thirst and long for more of Jesus? Oh, once you believe in 

Him, once you devote yourself to Him, once you live for Him, once you read His Word 

more and more and spend more and more time alone with Him praying and seeking and 

hearing Him, oh how you will be satisfied - and then increase in hunger for more of the 

Lord!  

 

And the Lord in His magnificence and sovereignty and amazing awesomeness never comes 

to an end! There is ever more of Jesus to crave, ever more of His presence to cry out for, 

ever more of His fellowship to enjoy, ever more of the Lord, oh yes! Cry out for more of 

the Lord, oh yes! Jesus, forever Lord, hallelujah, Lord, hallelujah! Praise you forever and 

ever, forever and ever, AMEN! 

 

BLESSINGS 105-107 

 

“Happy is he who has the God of Jacob for his help, 

Whose hope is in the Lord his God,” Psalm 146:5 

 

One day I told a sister in Christ how I tell people I have great joy because of the Lord Jesus 

Christ but that I am not a happy woman because my life’s circumstances have been 

challenging. The Lord used her to swiftly point me to the Bible to encourage me to see 

happiness is a promise to Christ’s followers – whether or not our life circumstances are 

happy ones. Just days later, the Lord led me to the verse above. No matter how great our 

struggles may be, our greatest help is IN the Lord. Our greatest helper IS the Lord. Our 

greatest hope IS the Lord. We can be happy no matter our circumstances that the Lord is 

our help and our hope! Three wonderful blessings. Happiness! Help! Hope! All contingent 

not on the details of our lives but on the love and sovereignty of the Lord God almighty! 
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BLESSINGS 108-110 

 

“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” Romans 15:1 

 

I used to be so overwhelmed, intimidated, and bored in reading the Bible because I thought 

of it as a textbook and figured I needed to fully understand and memorize its contents and 

then pass perfectly any and all tests given me. With the short attention span I have 

developed over time, I would condemn myself for being unable to focus for long periods 

of time. Now I see even the smallest of verses are utterly packed with love, mercy, grace, 

truth, wisdom, and the power of God almighty - not to mention blessings galore! In this 

simple verse, look how the Holy Spirit who lives inside Christ's followers gives to God's 

people three awesome blessings. HOPE. JOY. PEACE. Thank you, Father, for your 

unbelievable blessings, and may you get the glory from all of us for all of them! Thank you 

dear and most precious LORD! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 111 

 

“For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

So great is His mercy toward those who fear Him; 

As far as the east is from the west, 

So far has He removed our transgressions from us.” Psalm 103:11-12 

 

Psalm 103 is filled with thanksgiving to the Lord, and included in the psalmist’s praises is 

his thankfulness for the Lord’s amazing blessings of mercy and forgiveness. It truly is 

unfathomable that the Lord Jesus Christ died on the cross to pay the sin penalty for every 

sin of every human throughout time and was raised from the dead to offer us the gift of His 

awesome mercy! For those who repent and turn to Christ as Lord believing in what He did 

on the cross for us, genuinely giving our lives over to Him, the Lord forgives us and sets 

us free! He wipes our slates clean! He gives us a fresh start! We are forgiven! The blessing 

of God’s forgiveness cannot be measured in its awesomeness, can it? For Him to have 

mercy on us for a single day of wrongdoing is incredible. But for a lifetime of it, 

unbelievable! Oh hallelujah! The Lord’s forgiveness and mercy are such astounding 

blessings, aren’t they? And to think they are only but a few of blessing after blessing – after 

blessing forever and ever! Oh, thank you Lord!  

 

BLESSING 112 

 

"But now I come to You, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have My joy 

fulfilled in themselves." John 17:13 

 

Sometimes life feels anything but joyful, but even in times my life's circumstances have 

been such I could have cried on and on forever it seemed, I came to a point I was able to 

find joy right deep down inside me. The joy of Jesus. His joy. The joy of being loved by 

Him, of loving Him, of being promised forever with Him through faith in Him and a life 



71 

 

devoted to Him, of knowing and following Him, of His nearness, fellowship, Lordship, and 

friendship, of His Word and personal words by His Spirit to my heart, and on and on. 

 

The joy of Jesus is not contingent on life's circumstances, but is based on Christ Himself! 

The joy of Jesus is a blessing to be enjoyed and treasured - forever! Oh, the fullness of the 

Lord Jesus Christ's joy! Thank you, Lord! For your joy! For giving us joy! Thank you, 

Lord, most joyfully, most preciously, most fantastically, for you! The greatest joy of all, 

oh Lord, is YOU! Praise you, oh our Lord! Praise, praise, praise you! 

 

BLESSING 113 

 

“Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will 

receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.” James 1:12 

 

Who will receive the crown of life? Those who love Him! I’ve always focused it seems on 

the endurance of temptation in this verse, but the Spirit of the Lord who lives inside His 

followers brought to my attention as I looked at this verse to write about it the blessing of 

His promise of the crown of life. Loving the Lord is His greatest command, and His 

command comes with this promise. Is it merely a crown as one would wear on one’s head? 

I think not. Is it not the “crown” of everlasting life? Of being forever with Jesus? Oh, I 

think so! Those who believe in Jesus as Lord, who love Jesus as Lord, who follow Jesus as 

Lord, we have the promise of forever and ever in the presence of the Lord. Yes, forever IN 

HIS MAGNIFICENT COMPANY! We are crowned, are we not, with eternal life with 

Christ? Oh, glory to the Lord, yes, glory to God, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 114 

 

“Finally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in the Lord Jesus that you should abound more 

and more, just as you received from us how you ought to walk and to please God; for you 

know what commandments we gave you through the Lord Jesus.” 1 Thess. 4:1-2 

 

The Lord doesn’t just want us to please Him. He tells us how to please Him! He uses His 

Word – and in this case the apostle Paul and his fellow apostles – to help us learn how to 

please the Lord! Have you ever considered why the Lord wants us to please Him? Do you 

believe it’s just random? The Lord wants us whom He created to be in His forever 

fellowship! He wants us to have an intimate relationship with Him as Lord! When we 

dearly love someone, we dearly desire to please that person, right? How much more so 

should we desire to please the Lord of Lords, King of Kings, God forever! How blessed we 

are the Lord wants us in His forever presence, wants us to please Him, teaches us what 

pleases Him, is patient and merciful with us as we learn how to please Him, and rewards 

His faithful followers who strive to please Him with His forever fellowship! Blessings in 

abundance when it comes to pleasing Jesus! Let us please Him! Let us please Him! Let us 

please Jesus! 
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BLESSING 115 

 

“Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable 

are His judgments and His ways past finding out!” Romans 11:33 

 

There is no way to measure the Lord, no way to measure His amazingness and 

awesomeness, no way to measure the wisdom and knowledge of Him, no way to measure 

the heights and depths we can go and grow in knowing Him in personal relationship with 

Him, and no way we can possibly fully understand His judgments and ways. He is greater, 

more wonderful, more glorious, more majestic, more magnificent, more holy, more 

precious, more phenomenal, more lovely than we humans can possibly comprehend or 

describe. No monetary or physical riches of any kind can possibly compare with the riches 

of knowing, loving, following, and communing with Jesus – now, and, yes, forever! The 

most blessed riches in the universe are those associated with the Lord Jesus Christ! Oh, the 

blessings of the Lord! Let us be thankful, so thankful, so thankful yes!  

 

BLESSING 116  

 

“But He was wounded for our transgressions, 

He was bruised for our iniquities; 

The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, 

And by His stripes we are healed.” Isaiah 53:5 

 

Here in this verse is the Lord Jesus Christ being prophesied in the Old Testament. When I 

was under the false prosperity gospel teaching, the focus was almost always on ME, ME, 

ME and US, US, US and feeling good and getting everything we wanted.  

 

There was an enormous focus on physical healing which is absolutely an awesome blessing 

from the Lord. Problem was I developed a tendency to skip over everything else in the 

Bible to rush to anything about healing and prospering in one way or another.  

 

I was prone to seeing the words, “…by His stripes we are healed” and entirely overlooking 

the awesomeness of this verse prophesying of how the Lord Jesus Christ died on the cross 

to TAKE THE PUNISHMENT WE DESERVE FOR OUR SINS ON HIMSELF!  

 

Awesome, awesome, awesome. His wounds, bruises, and chastisement were what ALL 

humans deserve for ALL our sins, and He took ALL the punishment on Himself! How 

could we ever be thankful enough for what Jesus did on the cross for us? We can’t, but we 

sure can make it our goal day by day to live to glorify the Lord with hearts filled with love, 

humility, and thankfulness! Oh, let us be thankful, thankful, thankful!  

 

BLESSING 117 

 

“For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen.” 

Romans 11:36 
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All glory for everything good in the universe goes to the Lord God almighty, yes! Let us 

be thankful that everything good is from God, through God, and for God! Let us remember 

daily to give the Lord glory for each and every blessing He bestows upon us! Let us be 

thankful more than anything for the Lord Himself, hallelujah, yes, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 118 

 

“As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax office. 

And He said to him, “Follow Me.” So he arose and followed Him.” Matthew 9:9 

 

Look at the sequence of events in these simple verses. Jesus sees Matthew. Jesus tells 

Matthew to follow Him. What does Matthew do? Wait? No. Wonder? No. Hesitate? No. 

Debate? No. Run the other way? No. Consider whether he may have better things to do? 

No. Look at all his options and tell Jesus He has better things to do? No. Matthew gets up 

and goes! Just as we should do when it comes to Jesus inviting us to follow Him! We should 

simply get up and go!  

 

But we humans tend to get caught up in the flesh, don’t we? We don’t always follow as 

immediately as we should – if we follow at all! We let things and people get in the way 

sometimes. But nothing and nobody should be more important to us than following the 

Lord Jesus Christ not just as a one-time act of repentance and believing in Him as Lord, 

but day in and day out as His Spirit leads us forth.  

 

For there is no greater blessing in the universe than the Lord – and His invitation to follow 

Him – day by day and forevermore! So let us be thankful the Lord desires we follow Him, 

and let us demonstrate our thanksgiving by doing as Matthew did. He arose and followed. 

Let us do the same, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 119 

 

“Blessed are the undefiled in the way, 

Who walk in the law of the Lord! 

Blessed are those who keep His testimonies, 

Who seek Him with the whole heart! 

They also do no iniquity; 

They walk in His ways. 

You have commanded us 

To keep Your precepts diligently. 

Oh, that my ways were directed 

To keep Your statutes! 

Then I would not be ashamed, 

When I look into all Your commandments. 

I will praise You with uprightness of heart, 

When I learn Your righteous judgments. 
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I will keep Your statutes; 

Oh, do not forsake me utterly!” Psalm 119:1-8 

 

How remarkable, how beautiful, how surprising, how lovely that the psalmist recognizes 

he – and we – are BLESSED when we live in obedience to the Lord! When we live 

according to God’s ways rather than the world’s ways. When we humble ourselves before 

God instead of bow down to the devil. When we turn from wickedness to the Lord and His 

righteousness. We are blessed when we do right in the strength of Christ, oh yes! Let us be 

thankful He shows us the difference between right and wrong, brings conviction by His 

Spirit for us to choose right, and compels and empowers us to live in a manner pleasing 

and honoring to Him! Thank you, Father, thank you, dear Lord! How blessed we are!  

 

BLESSINGS 120 

 

“With my whole heart I have sought You;…” Psalm 119:10 

 

Psalm 119, the longest psalm in the Bible, is so fabulously full of blessings as is all of the 

Lord’s Word, and here is but one of them. That the psalmist describes his wholehearted 

seeking of the Lord! His yearning, his longing, his hunger, his thirst, his seeking of the 

Lord’s presence and righteousness and loveliness! Friend, through repentance and faith in 

Jesus Christ as Lord, with our hearts and lives truly devoted to Christ, we have 24-7 access 

to the throne room of God almighty! We can seek and find Him with all our hearts! We can 

rest and rejoice in His presence any time of day or night no matter our circumstances! When 

we belong to Him through faith in Him, we are His – forever! We can seek, seek, and seek 

Him! Anytime! And all the time! And we are so very blessed in so doing! Oh, thank you 

Lord that you make yourself available to us day and night, night and day, forever, through 

faith in you, oh Lord, thank you! My God, thank you! Our God, thank you, Lord, Amen!  

 

BLESSING 121 

 

“O Lord of hosts, 

Blessed is the man who trusts in You!” Psalm 84:12 

 

The Lord couldn’t make it plainer than He does in this verse inspired by the Spirit of God 

and written by the psalmist. We are BLESSED when we TRUST in the Lord. When we 

PUT our trust in Christ! The question is, do we? Do we truly put our trust in the Lord with 

all things at all times? Is anyone perfect? Are you? Am I? We are not. But if we are 

following Jesus as Lord, we are growing in our relationship with the Lord. And learning 

day by day to trust Him. To PUT our trust in the Lord. How BLESSED we are the Lord is 

so lovingly and mercifully patient with us as we learn to trust Him. It is so easy if we are 

not careful to fall into old ways. Wrong ways. The way of not trusting the Lord is an old 

way, isn’t it? Let us walk in the ways of Jesus – let us trust Him day by day. Thank you, 

Lord, for teaching us to trust you and for blessing us as we do! AMEN! 
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BLESSING 122 

 

“And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written 

in this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God, and that believing you may have life in His name.” John 20:30-31 

 

These verses make clear the Bible does not show us all that Jesus Christ did in His time on 

this earth in the form of a man. But what is written in the Bible is enough for us to believe 

Jesus Christ is Savior of the world, Messiah, the prophesied redeemer of the world, Lord 

of Lords, King of Kings. And it is through this faith, along with the repentance that 

accompanies it, that through His holy most precious forever blessed name we are forgiven 

and given everlasting life. Oh, glory, glory, glory. The Lord gives us all – Himself, His 

death, resurrection, love, grace, and mercy – we need for everlasting life with Him instead 

of eternal torment apart from Him in hell and the lake of fire.  

 

Let us dig deeply, daily, and devotedly into the treasure trove of God’s Word to learn from 

Jesus and of Jesus as we increase our faith in Him and enjoy through Him forever 

relationship with Him! Glory to the Lord indeed! Hallelujah! AMEN!fx 

 

BLESSINGS 123-125 

 

“Truly my soul silently waits for God; 

From Him comes my salvation. 

He only is my rock and my salvation; 

He is my defense; 

I shall not be greatly moved.” Psalm 62:1-2 

 

Just two verses in one of so many psalms in the Bible are chock full of blessings! This, of 

course, should come as no surprise given the Lord is the one who bestows blessings. And 

how infinite is His love for His children. And oh, how He pours forth His blessings. Three 

beautiful blessings in these two small verses. SALVATION. ROCK. DEFENSE. He offers 

salvation for all those who repent and turn to Him as Lord. He is the rock for all those who 

believe in Him as Savior. He is the defense of all those adopted into His forever family. 

Oh, yes He is! Our salvation, our rock, our defense. No matter the challenges we face, we 

can turn to the Lord and trust in His salvation, strength, power, love, and His defense of us. 

Oh, how glorious is our Lord! Yes!  

 

BLESSING 126 

 

“‘Ah, Lord God! Behold, You have made the heavens and the earth by Your great power 

and outstretched arm. There is nothing too hard for You.” Jeremiah 32:17 

 

When we look at the challenges in our lives, they can seem like insurmountable mountains, 

can’t they? Mountains we cannot possibly climb over. Mountains we cannot possibly walk 

around. And most assuredly can’t pass through. Oh, how impossible everything can seem! 
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But the Lord Jesus Christ, Father God, Creator of the universe, yes, the one true God who 

made the very heavens and earth is more powerful than anything and anyone in the 

universe. He is sovereign. He is almighty. He is all knowing. He is all good. He is all 

glorious. He is King of Kings, Lord of Lords, forever Savior, master of all. He is Jesus the 

Christ. And NOTHING – absolutely NOTHING – is too big, too hard, too impossible for 

the Lord! The mountains we face are nothing compared with the Lord. So, let us look to 

the Lord! And be thankful that nothing is too big nor too hard for our forevermore King! 

Glory to the Lord!  

 

BLESSINGS 127 

 

“And they have turned to Me the back, and not the face; though I taught them, rising up 

early and teaching them, yet they have not listened to receive instruction.” Jeremiah 32:33 

 

How can there possibly be a blessing in a verse as hard and convicting as this one? The 

Lord is bringing conviction to the people of long ago. Telling them they have turned their 

backs to Him when they should have been facing toward Him not away from Him! Instead 

of listening and obeying Him, instead of hearing the instruction He gave them given how 

He rose up early to teach them, they turned away in rebellion! Isn’t this something to which 

so devastatingly we can relate – at least to a point? Whether we have finished rebelling and 

have turned to the Lord, or find ourselves even now rebelling at least in some areas of our 

lives, can’t we all admit we’ve struggled at one time or another with pridefully turning 

away from the Lord? How can there be a blessing in this? Ah, but there is!  

 

The Lord tells us when we are doing wrong to correct us so we will admit our wrong and 

turn to Him for forgiveness and commit to do right. He doesn’t want us to stay in our sin. 

He wants us to leave our sin behind and come into His sweet fellowship. Blessed be the 

Lord who blesses us with correction to bring us into His righteousness. Hard, yes, so very 

hard as we learn to die to self, humble ourselves before Him, and cry out to Him for the 

strength to obey Him. But oh so sweet to come into a place of bringing joy and pleasure to 

the Lord – Amen!  

 

BLESSING 128 

 

“Now they came to Jericho. As He went out of Jericho with His disciples and a great 

multitude, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the road begging. And when he 

heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have 

mercy on me!” 

 

Then many warned him to be quiet; but he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have 

mercy on me!” 

 

So Jesus stood still and commanded him to be called. 

 

Then they called the blind man, saying to him, “Be of good cheer. Rise, He is calling you.” 
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And throwing aside his garment, he rose and came to Jesus. 

 

So Jesus answered and said to him, “What do you want Me to do for you?” 

 

The blind man said to Him, “Rabboni, that I may receive my sight.” 

 

Then Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made you well.” And immediately 

he received his sight and followed Jesus on the road.” Mark 10:46-52 

 

Jesus could have said he was too busy for the blind man who called out to him once he 

heard Jesus was walking by. Jesus could have said he had better things to do than heal a 

blind man begging on the side of the road. Jesus could have said he didn’t want to respond 

to a man who instead of being quiet when people told him to be silent became even louder. 

But instead, Jesus called the blind man to him and asked what he wanted. Then Jesus gave 

the man his sight as he wanted. Then Jesus walked off without the man, right? No! The 

man followed Jesus. So Jesus turned him away, right? No, Jesus allowed the man to follow 

after him. Love, mercy, healing, and grace. Kindness and compassion. Patience, hope, and 

peace. Fellowship. Comfort and company. Jesus love, gave, and sacrificed. His time and 

heart. 

 

Jesus didn’t hold back anything from the man who came to Jesus. How blessed we are by 

all Jesus offers us. How blessed we are by Jesus. Will we come after Him? In faith as the 

blind man did? It was faith that drove the blind man to Jesus. Faith Jesus would respond. 

Jesus responded in love to the man’s faith. Let us in faith, in love, in trust, come to the Lord 

and receive and be thankful for all the blessings we receive from the heart and hands of 

precious Jesus. AMEN! 

 

BLESSINGS 129-132 

 

“Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me! 

For my soul trusts in You; 

And in the shadow of Your wings I will make my refuge, 

Until these calamities have passed by.” Psalm 57:1 

 

Four more blessings. First, we can cry out to the Lord Jesus Christ for mercy, and His 

mercy is for us when we turn to Him in true sorrow for our sins and genuine belief that He 

is Lord! Second, we can place our trust in Him! Our hearts and lives we can place in His 

kind and loving and everlasting hands. Third, we can find refuge – shelter - in the shadow 

of His magnificent eternal wings! Four, we can stay safe and sound in the shelter of Christ 

until evil has passed us by!  

 

Does this mean life is always easy? No! That we won’t face challenges? No! That bad 

things won’t happen? No! But for those of us who believe in Christ as Lord, who have 

entrusted our very lives to Him, who have sincerely devoted our lives to Him and are 
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dedicated to living according to His ways, we are promised forever with the Lord! Forever 

and ever, yes, AMEN!  

 

And, even on this earth, even when we go through incredibly tough times, times so tough 

we don’t think we’ll make it through, we know the Lord is right there with us to help us, to 

guide us, to carry us through. Amen, yes, AMEN!  

 

p.s. Looking back at what I had written so far in this book, I found I had written on this 

scripture twice! Not only that, but I was getting ready to write on it again! Better “edit” the 

book, make it “perfect”, and get rid of “the repetition”. After all, I was educated and trained 

as a writer and editor.  

 

But my most important education hasn’t come from the world, friend. It has come from the 

Spirit of Christ and the Bible. That said, I feel compelled to leave “the repetition”. Perhaps 

somewhere in the double mention of this verse is a blessing, or multiple blessings, for a 

reader. Maybe even you! Be blessed, then, be blessed!  

 

BLESSINGS 133-141 

 

“O God, You are my God; 

Early will I seek You; 

My soul thirsts for You; 

My flesh longs for You 

In a dry and thirsty land 

Where there is no water. 

So I have looked for You in the sanctuary, 

To see Your power and Your glory. 

 

Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, 

My lips shall praise You. 

Thus I will bless You while I live; 

I will lift up my hands in Your name. 

My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness, 

And my mouth shall praise You with joyful lips. 

 

When I remember You on my bed, 

I meditate on You in the night watches. 

Because You have been my help, 

Therefore in the shadow of Your wings I will rejoice. 

My soul follows close behind You; 

Your right hand upholds me. 

 

But those who seek my life, to destroy it, 

Shall go into the lower parts of the earth. 

They shall fall by the sword; 
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They shall be a portion for jackals. 

 

But the king shall rejoice in God; 

Everyone who swears by Him shall glory; 

But the mouth of those who speak lies shall be stopped.” Psalm 63 

 

When I was young, I learned like many young people to play games during long car trips 

to make the trips go faster. But this isn’t a game. Not in the least. It’s a reality. The Bible 

is so filled with blessing after blessing a lifetime would likely not be enough to find all the 

blessings within the Lord’s Word! But oh, what a joy it is to discover the Lord’s bountiful 

biblical blessings – and to keep our hearts and eyes open for them. Just because I share with 

you those I find in certain scriptures doesn’t mean there aren’t numerous more. I so 

encourage you to let the Spirit of God who lives inside Jesus’ followers to teach you God’s 

Word and how to live by it – and to find the blessings within and to be so very thankful! 

Psalm 63 has so very many blessings within it. For some examples, please consider these:  

 

• The Lord is God! The one true God is Lord!  

• We can seek the Lord early – and all the day and night long! He is available to all 

who repent and call upon His name! 

• We can thirst and long for Him and be filled with and refreshed by His Spirit!  

• He is all powerful and more glorious than anything or anyone, and we can see 

manifestations of His power and glory here on this earth. One day, when this world is gone 

and we have the new heavens and new earth, we who follow Jesus will be in His face-to-

face forever glorious and immeasurably powerful presence. Yes, forever!  

• We can praise, bless, and glorify Him day in and day out, and He is worthy of all 

glory all the time – forever!  

• His lovingkindness is so precious there are no human words to adequately describe 

the wonder and wonderfulness of His lovingkindness! 

• We can meditate – think about, consider, ponder, and, yes, rejoice! – on the Lord 

and His Word and His goodness, sovereignty, love, and majesty even as we fall asleep at 

night, even as we’re up in the night and can’t sleep, and again in the morning and all the 

day long. His love and goodness never ever not ever come to an end!  

• He is our help and holds us up and strengthens, empowers, loves, forgives, and 

saves us when we turn to Him in repentance and faith that He is Lord forever!  

• We don’t need to seek vengeance on our enemies. The Lord will deal with them 

if they do not repent and turn to Christ as Lord!  

 

BLESSING 142 

 

““Most assuredly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door, but climbs 

up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. But he who enters by the door is the 

shepherd of the sheep. To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice; and he 

calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. And when he brings out his own sheep, 

he goes before them; and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. Yet they will by 
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no means follow a stranger, but will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of 

strangers.” John 10:1-5 

 

Utterly amazing, isn’t it? The last thing we deserve in the world considering we are all 

sinners destined for hell and the lake of fire forever apart from God are His love, mercy, 

grace, peace, hope, joy, forgiveness, Lordship, sovereignty, power, friendship, fellowship, 

and the promise of forever and ever with Him instead. This we can have through 

repentance, faith in Christ as Lord, and true devotion to Jesus as Lord. We are lost sheep, 

friend, without Jesus!  

 

But He, the GREAT SHEPHERD, the GOOD SHEPHERD, wants us to be in His forever 

fold. He is the door to everlasting life with Himself. He calls us to Himself, allows us to 

recognize His voice, speaks to us as His very own sheep once we entrust our lives to Him, 

and teaches us day by day when we become His followers to recognize and follow His 

voice rather than the voice of the enemy, or the voice of this world, or of our flesh. Yes, 

His very own voice allows us to hear and follow Him now and forever!  

 

BLESSINGS 143-144 

 

“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they 

may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” John 10:10 

 

Such a well-known verse to those who read the Bible, and to those who hear preaching of 

it. The verse really has two levels, or layers, doesn’t it? First, we learn the only way to the 

abundant life of everlasting life with Jesus is through repentance and faith in Him as Lord 

who died on the cross to pay our sin punishment and was raised from the dead. This is the 

most abundant life of all, isn’t it? Forever life with Christ! But even this, as phenomenally 

fabulous as it is, is not all!  

 

Jesus also offers us abundant life on this earth when we follow Him. How so? Sure, life 

comes with its trials and tribulations. But the Lord gives us a relationship with Him NOW 

ON EARTH – and forever in heaven – when we become His. Oh, how abundant is life 

when it is in the hands of Jesus!  

 

How abundant is an intimate, personal, individual, ever-growing relationship with Christ 

Himself! And how abundant are His countless blessings we receive day by day as we learn 

to faithfully, humbly, lovingly, reverently follow Him. Abundant blessings, yes! Blessings 

in abundance! All because of Jesus. Glory to the Lord for abundance from Him to His 

blessed children!  

 

BLESSING 145 

 

““I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep. But a hireling, 

he who is not the shepherd, one who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and 

leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf catches the sheep and scatters them. The hireling 
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flees because he is a hireling and does not care about the sheep. I am the good shepherd; 

and I know My sheep, and am known by My own. As the Father knows Me, even so I know 

the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep.” John 10:11-15 

 

Have you ever stopped to think – to really, really think – about the fact the Lord Jesus 

Christ GAVE UP HIS LIFE as the GOOD SHEPHERD for THE SHEEP? The Bible says 

we are ALL sheep who have gone “ASTRAY” (1 Peter 2:25) and (Isaiah 53:6), and right 

then and there the Lord has every right to GIVE UP ON US FOREVER! But instead of 

giving up on us, HE GAVE UP HIS LIFE FOR US! HIS VERY LIFE! On the cross, yes, 

by taking every sin and the punishment we all deserve throughout time for ALL SINS OF 

ALL PEOPLE on Himself. AND – yes AND – He gave up His life on this earth in that HE 

LIVED IT ENTIRELY FOR THE FATHER AND FOR US! His life on earth wasn’t 

devoted to Himself and to enjoying Himself. His life was FOR US!  

 

Is there any shepherd greater? NO! Any blessing greater when it comes to sacrifice? NO! 

Could we ever be thankful enough that CHRIST GAVE UP HIS LIFE FOR US? NO! Then, 

friend, let us say thank you in LIVING OUR LIVES FOR HIM – now, absolutely, and 

forever, absolutely YES! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 146 

 

“Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it again. No 

one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have 

power to take it again. This command I have received from My Father.” John 10:17-18 

 

Please read the words in these verses carefully. Yes, carefully. Does it say Jesus’ life was 

TAKEN from Him? No, the verses say JESUS LAID DOWN HIS LIFE. Yes, that’s right. 

Therein lies the sacrifice. He didn’t have to do what He did. He CHOSE to do what He did. 

He obeyed the Father. He is the Father. He is the Father come down to this earth in the 

flesh. He is Lord. And He CHOSE to make the sacrifice He did FOR US. He obeyed the 

Father in laying down His life for us. May sound confusing, but once you believe in Jesus 

as Lord, once you read the Bible, once you grow in your personal relationship with the 

Lord, the more you come to understand how Father God almighty, Jesus Son of God, and 

the Spirit of God are all one!  

 

And the ONE TRUE GOD – the Lord Jesus Christ – PURPOSELY, CONSCIOUSLY, 

HUMBLY, LOVINGLY, MERCIFULLY, SACRIFICIALLY LAID DOWN HIS LIFE 

FOR US! Please don’t miss the exceeding nature of His sacrifice. There is a world of 

difference between someone who loses his life and one who gives it up. The Lord Jesus 

Christ gave up His life for us, oh, hallelujah, glory to the Lord who will live and reign 

forever and ever, forevermore, yes, AMEN! 
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BLESSING 147 

 

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Romans 6:23 

 

Payday is coming. The wages for our sins is what? Death. Is that all? No. With it comes 

hell and the lake of fire – what we deserve for our sins. The result of the curse that comes 

with sin. We are all sinners, and we all deserve our pay. But. But what? But God. But God 

what? He gives us the gift – yes, THE GIFT – of ETERNAL LIFE through Christ who is 

Lord forever!  

 

What price do we have to pay for this gift? Jesus paid the price! Oh, sure, there is the price 

of turning away from a lifestyle of sin. The price of turning away from the world’s ways. 

The price of denying flesh day by day and saying yes to Christ and righteousness. But the 

price that earns eternal life is a price none of us can possibly pay. Jesus paid it for us! What 

must we do? Turn from our sins and turn to Him as Savior. AND AS LORD. Yes, LORD!  

Put the two side by side. There is no comparison. Death, hell, and the lake of fire on one 

side. Eternal life in the presence of Christ communing with Him forever! The blessing of a 

gift beyond measure. Paid for by Christ. We must die to self when we receive it, yes, and 

learn to live according to God’s ways. But the price to get it is paid for. By Jesus Himself. 

Oh, glory be to the Lord forever! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 148 

 

“Then He commanded the multitudes to sit down on the grass. And He took the five loaves 

and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, He blessed and broke and gave the loaves to 

the disciples; and the disciples gave to the multitudes.” Mt. 14:19 

 

There wasn’t enough food to feed the people, and Jesus knew it. But Jesus can do anything. 

He could turn a tiny bit of food into so much food everyone could be fed and there would 

still be food leftover. First, He looked up to heaven. To the Father. Father God. God 

almighty. It’s one of my favorite stories in the Bible. Not because I love food. Not because 

I am so exceedingly thankful the Lord has blessed me with food throughout my life. Not 

even because of the miracle involved in this story. But because of the blessing that THE 

LORD PROVIDES all we need – yes, ALL WE NEED – to give to others what He wants 

us to give to others.  

 

For years now, I have not thought of food when I consider this story. I think of HIS WORD. 

THE BIBLE. And of the GOSPEL MESSAGE. The GOOD NEWS MESSAGE. Of JESUS 

HIMSELF. Though this story on the surface is indeed about food, I believe it’s also about 

Jesus giving His followers the SPIRITUAL FOOD – the Gospel message and the Bible – 

to GIVE TO OTHERS.  

 

He commands His followers to share the Gospel and help people follow Him, but He 

doesn’t leave us on our own with this. He gives us all we need to fulfill His commission to 
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us. Oh, what a blessing He provides for us to give unto others the most important food of 

all. HIS WORD. AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 149 

 

“And when Jesus went out He saw a great multitude; and He was moved with compassion 

for them, and healed their sick.” Mt. 14:14 

 

Does this verse say Jesus healed the sick in the large crowd? Yes. But is that all? Please 

don’t miss something so powerful, so beautiful, such a blessing in this verse – and in the 

lives of His followers back then and now and forever. The verse says “HE WAS MOVED.” 

Is that all it says? No! It says “MOVED WITH COMPASSION FOR THEM.” Did Jesus 

simply heal them as though that were not wonderful and miraculous enough?  

 

No. He HAD COMPASSION – and healed them. Have you ever stopped to think how 

Jesus has compassion for us? For you? For me? Utterly amazing. The Lord of Lords, King 

of Kings, Creator of the universe, God almighty, Jesus the Christ, HAS COMPASSION 

FOR US! Love, yes! And compassion, yes! What an awesome, awesome blessing to reflect 

on the fact JESUS HAS COMPASSION FOR US.  

 

The next time we walk around feeling sorry for ourselves, feeling lonely, feeling alone, 

feeling like nobody cares, feeling like nobody sees our suffering, feeling needy, feeling like 

we could really use someone to show us love and mercy, oh, let us think of the Lord Jesus 

Christ – and of HIS COMPASSION! The greatest compassion from the greatest one in the 

universe, the merciful love and unmatchable compassion of Christ, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 150 

 

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” Phil. 4:13 

 

This is probably one of the verses in the Bible I’ve heard quoted more than almost any 

other. Oh, we who follow Jesus need to be encouraged when it comes to the beautiful fact 

the Lord Jesus Christ gives us the strength we need to do what He calls us to do.  

 

The New King James Version (NKJV) of the Bible says, “strengthens”. The King James 

Version (KJV) says, “strengtheneth”. My understanding is that this verb form implies an 

ongoing action. It’s not a one-time, quickly ending occurrence. In this verse, then, wouldn’t 

this mean that Jesus’ followers have access to ongoing strength from the Lord to do His 

will?  

 

Oh, how blessed we are to receive the strength of Christ by the Spirit of Christ each and 

every day! As much strength as we need to fulfill His will for our lives!  

 

By the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ for the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ!  
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BLESSING 151 

 

“Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went home. And in his upper 

room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three times 

that day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his custom since early days. 

 

Then these men assembled and found Daniel praying and making supplication before his 

God.” Daniel 6:10-11 

 

Miraculously, by God’s grace alone, yes, Daniel survived being thrown into a den of lions 

as his punishment for praying to the one true God. You can read the story in Daniel 6. His 

devotion to God was unstoppable, and no matter the challenges he faced for loving and 

worshiping and serving God, he pressed on.  

 

What an incredible blessing so many of us have the freedom to love and worship the Lord 

and to read the Bible without persecution while so many others worldwide are persecuted 

beyond description even to the point of death for doing so. Let us not take this phenomenal 

blessing for granted. To worship the Lord freely, to read His Word freely, to speak of Him 

freely, not everyone is able to do this. Not especially in this day and age. So, for those of 

us who can, let us be ever thankful! And may our hearts and prayers go out to those who 

cannot.  

 

BLESSING 152 

 

“Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, 

did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking 

the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in 

appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even 

the death of the cross.” Phil. 2:5-8 

 

How did Jesus humble Himself? Even to the point of what? Death on the cross! The Lord 

despises pride and calls us all to humble ourselves. Humbling ourselves involves a different 

kind of death, nevertheless death it still is. Death to self. Death to living to satisfy the lusts 

of our human flesh. So that instead of living for self, we deny self and live for Christ! What 

a blessing Jesus calls us to die to self in humbling ourselves so that we live forever not just 

for Him – but WITH Him! For eternity, AMEN! May there be less, less, less of our flesh – 

and more, more, more of Christ living in and through us. Let us humble ourselves for the 

sake of Christ, oh yes! 

 

BLESSING 153 

 

“Then Paul, looking earnestly at the council, said, “Men and brethren, I have lived in all 

good conscience before God until this day.”” Acts 23:1 

 



85 

 

The apostle Paul said he had lived in good conscience before God. Can you and I say the 

same? What a blessing the Lord calls us to live right and teaches us to live right and gives 

us the love, mercy, grace, strength, and ability to live right when we turn to Him and 

surrender ourselves to Him!  

 

BLESSING 154 

 

“This being so, I myself always strive to have a conscience without offense toward God 

and men.” Acts 24:16 

 

In this verse, the apostle Paul speaks not only of being able to have a good conscience 

before God most importantly – but also in front of people. The Lord calls us and enables 

us to live according to His ways so we honor and please and glorify Him as well as receive 

the blessings of being in obedience to Him. When we live like this, we can have a good 

conscience before Him! And we have the added blessing that those who see us pleasing 

God can see the love and light and peace, hope, and joy of Christ in us and through this be 

drawn to Him! So blessed when we live in obedience to the Lord with the good conscience 

that results! 

 

BLESSING 155 

 

“So David did as God commanded him, and they drove back the army of the Philistines 

from Gibeon as far as Gezer. Then the fame of David went out into all lands, and the Lord 

brought the fear of him upon all nations.” 1 Chron. 14:16-17 

 

What happened when David obeyed God? He and his people won the battle, their victory 

was known, and God made it so countless people feared them. David’s obedience led to all 

this, and the glory belonged to the Lord. We are so blessed the Lord not only calls us to 

obedience – but also that He rewards us for it in whatever way(s) He desires. And what a 

blessing it is when He uses us to bring glory to His holy most precious blessed everlasting 

glorious name – the name above every other name, oh yes! 

 

BLESSING 156 

 

“Sing to the Lord, all the earth; 

Proclaim the good news of His salvation from day to day.” 1 Chron. 1623 

 

What an awesome, awesome blessing that the Lord is worthy of all our praise forever, and 

that He gives us opportunities day by day to love Him, worship Him, pray to Him, honor 

Him, glorify Him, and to tell the world about Him. What a privilege, honor, and blessing it 

is to declare the good news of Jesus who is forever Lord to a world in desperate need of 

Him! Oh, bless the Lord, friend, bless the Lord! Praising Him when on our own – and 

praising Him before others! Praise, praise, praise the Lord! How blessed we are to praise 

the Lord!  
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BLESSINGS 157-173 

 

“I waited patiently for the Lord; 

And He inclined to me, 

And heard my cry. 

He also brought me up out of a horrible pit, 

Out of the miry clay, 

And set my feet upon a rock, 

And established my steps. 

He has put a new song in my mouth— 

Praise to our God; 

Many will see it and fear, 

And will trust in the Lord. 

 

Blessed is that man who makes the Lord his trust, 

And does not respect the proud, nor such as turn aside to lies. 

Many, O Lord my God, are Your wonderful works 

Which You have done; 

And Your thoughts toward us 

Cannot be recounted to You in order; 

If I would declare and speak of them, 

They are more than can be numbered. 

 

Sacrifice and offering You did not desire; 

My ears You have opened. 

Burnt offering and sin offering You did not require. 

Then I said, “Behold, I come; 

In the scroll of the book it is written of me. 

I delight to do Your will, O my God, 

And Your law is within my heart.” 

 

I have proclaimed the good news of righteousness 

In the great assembly; 

Indeed, I do not restrain my lips, 

O Lord, You Yourself know. 

I have not hidden Your righteousness within my heart; 

I have declared Your faithfulness and Your salvation; 

I have not concealed Your lovingkindness and Your truth 

From the great assembly. 

 

Do not withhold Your tender mercies from me, O Lord; 

Let Your lovingkindness and Your truth continually preserve me. 

For innumerable evils have surrounded me; 

My iniquities have overtaken me, so that I am not able to look up; 

They are more than the hairs of my head; 
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Therefore my heart fails me. 

 

Be pleased, O Lord, to deliver me; 

O Lord, make haste to help me! 

Let them be ashamed and brought to mutual confusion 

Who seek to destroy my life; 

Let them be driven backward and brought to dishonor 

Who wish me evil. 

Let them be confounded because of their shame, 

Who say to me, “Aha, aha!” 

 

Let all those who seek You rejoice and be glad in You; 

Let such as love Your salvation say continually, 

“The Lord be magnified!” 

But I am poor and needy; 

Yet the Lord thinks upon me. 

You are my help and my deliverer; 

Do not delay, O my God.” Psalm 40 

 

Seventeen blessings in a single psalm? Absolutely! Honestly, you will likely find plenty 

more than 17 even in this single psalm if you dig deeper. The Bible is so full of blessings 

a lifetime wouldn’t be enough to find them all, would it? Just look at – and be thankful – 

for some of the blessings in this particular psalm. 

 

* We can and should wait on the Lord, and He will hear us! 

* When we cry out to Him with humility, with repentance, and in faith, He will bring us 

out of the pit of discouragement, despair, hopelessness, etc.  

* He will give us something to sing about – HIMSELF and His greatness – in PRAISE!  

* He blesses those who trust in Him and do what is right! 

* His “wonderful works” are endless, aren’t they?  

* He teaches us to desire to please Him by doing His will! 

* We can read the Bible and fill our hearts with His Word – His law, His truth, wisdom, 

promises, etc.! 

* We are blessed when we tell others of the Lord and do not hold back proclaiming Him 

and His greatness! 

* It is a blessing not to hide but to declare to others His faithfulness, salvation, 

lovingkindness, and truth! 

* God’s mercy, lovingkindness, and truth are without measure in their awesomeness!  

* We can be overwhelmed by our sin and its consequences, but the Lord will forgive us 

when we repent! And we can cry out to Him for His mercy and deliverance!  

* The Lord will deal with our enemies! We don’t need to seek vengeance nor should we! 

We need to forgive and hand them off to the Lord!  

* Those who seek the Lord have reason to rejoice and be glad and celebrate for the greatest 

joy of all is the Lord! Everlasting joy we find in Jesus! 
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* We can magnify and exalt and lift up and proclaim the Lord and find happiness in doing 

so! 

* When we humble ourselves and confess our poverty and need, we are blessed for we can 

be confident the Lord cares for us, loves us, thinks of us, and desires to provide for us! 

* He is our help and delivers us! 

* As patient as we must be in waiting on the Lord for He is the one we need, we can cry 

out to Him in utter desperation and beg Him to hurry and answer our cries – and rest assured 

He will answer when we humble ourselves before Him! In His timing, of course, for His 

glory, absolutely! 

 

BLESSING 174 

 

“Why are you cast down, O my soul? 

And why are you disquieted within me? 

Hope in God, for I shall yet praise Him 

For the help of His countenance.” Psalm 42:5 

 

When we are down and feel unsettled, depressed, discouraged, even hopeless, we are 

blessed we can put our hope in Jesus and find reason to praise the Lord. For no matter our 

trials and troubles, He is greater than them all.  

 

And we who belong to Jesus will be with Him forever. And one day all troubles, all 

tribulations, all trials, all pain and tears will be no more. In His presence we who follow 

Him will be forever. Let us hope in the Lord! Let us put our hope in Him! How blessed we 

are in Him we can place our hope!  

 

BLESSING 175 

 

“You are my King, O God;…” Psalm 44:4 

 

How utterly blessed we are that we who follow Jesus have a personal, glorious, wonderful, 

marvelous, loving, gracious, generous, almighty, all powerful, yes, all knowing, righteous, 

holy, giving, forgiving, merciful, tender, gentle, but stern and firm and stronger than 

imaginable, everlasting KING. King of Kings, Lord of Lords. He will reign FOREVER! 

Our blessed King, oh bless the Lord, how blessed we are – to have Jesus as FOREVER 

KING! Hallelujah!  

 

BLESSING 176 

 

“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be acceptable in Your sight, 

O Lord, my strength and my Redeemer.” Psalm 19:14 

 

Who is our strength? Who is our redeemer? Who frees us from the curse of sin that leads 

to death, hell, and the lake of fire forever apart from the Lord Jesus Christ when we repent 

and believe in Him as Lord, truly giving Him our hearts and lives? Who grants us eternal 
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life we don’t deserve because He died on the cross to take the punishment we deserve on 

Himself? The Lord Jesus Christ! And should it not then be our privilege, our honor, and a 

blessing to cry out to Him to help us speak words and have thoughts that please our Savior 

and Lord? Oh yes! Clean our hearts, our words, and lives, oh Lord! Help us to be pure for 

you, dear Lord! Bless us with purity! Purify us! Bless us with holiness! That we would be 

honoring to you! Yes, oh Lord, we are so blessed that you desire we be in your forever 

presence! And that you would desire us to be pure for you, precious God almighty! Forever 

King, thank you, Lord, oh, thank you!  

 

BLESSING 177 

 

“Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, according to the promise of life which 

is in Christ Jesus,” 2 Timothy 1:1 

 

How easy it is to rush through what we read – even in the Bible, yes – and miss God’s 

countless treasures in His Word if we’re not enormously careful. Like these words I missed 

for years. “promise of life”. Jesus promises us everlasting life. Life with Him forever. Life 

in fellowship with Him now and everlastingly in heaven. When we repent and turn to Him 

truly as Lord. Nobody in the universe can offer us the “promise of life” as Jesus does. What 

greater blessing is there than the Lord and the “promise of life” forever with Him? NONE! 

Thank you, God, thank you Lord, thank you King, thank you Savior, for the “promise of 

life”! Oh, how glorious you are risen God! Risen King! Risen Lord! Almighty, almighty, 

blessed forever King! Jesus! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 178 

 

“when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your 

grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also.” 2 Tim. 1:5 

 

Oh, how easy it is for some of us to declare, “I believe in Jesus Christ as Lord!” I did for 

years! But in this verse, the Lord shows us the beauty of “genuine faith”. The apostle Paul 

is telling his spiritual son, Timothy, how wonderful it is Timothy has “genuine faith”. Do 

you and I have it? Real faith in Christ – “GENUINE FAITH” – produces fruit that shows 

we now live for Jesus and no longer for ourselves (2 Corinthians 5:15). Oh, what a blessing 

it is to LIVE FOR JESUS! To have “genuine faith”. And to bear the fruit of following Jesus 

forever! Oh, how our faith must be REAL. GENUINE. TRUE. Not merely intellectual 

faith. Not merely faith of the mind. But faith of the heart. Faith that pours out of our mouths. 

Faith that manifests itself in our actions. In our attitudes. In our motives. In our very 

lifestyle. Faith that pours out of our very lives. “Genuine faith”, such a blessing, yes!  

 

BLESSING 179 

 

“The Lord is my strength and song, 

And He has become my salvation; 

He is my God, and I will praise Him; 
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My father’s God, and I will exalt Him.” Exodus 15:2 

 

I memorized part of this verse years ago – long before I truly had an intimate, ever-growing, 

deeply personal relationship with Jesus. How much deeper is my understanding now, and 

oh, how much deeper is my love and thanksgiving for Him. Strength, song, salvation, and 

praise. There are simply no human words sufficient to describe the blessedness and 

blessings of the Lord. Let us speak and sing to Him from the depths of our hearts in 

demonstration and expression of our sincere, true, wholehearted praise and thanksgiving 

for Him! 

 

BLESSINGS 180-182 

 

“Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, from a good conscience, 

and from sincere faith,” 1 Timothy 1:5 

 

Please pay attention to these words. “Pure heart.” “Good conscience.” “Sincere faith.” Can 

you imagine living like this? This is the life to which the Lord Jesus Christ calls us! What 

a blessed life! This is righteous living! Oh, if only we could do this perfectly. We can’t, but 

we can aim in the right direction. And when we follow Jesus day by day, how blessed we 

are in His love and strength by His grace and mercy we can learn this precious way of life. 

Three sweet blessings from beloved Jesus Savior of the world and Lord of Lords, King of 

Kings. “A pure heart.” “A good conscience.” “Sincere faith.” By the grace of God! Amen!  

 

BLESSING 183 

 

“You in Your mercy have led forth 

The people whom You have redeemed; 

You have guided them in Your strength 

To Your holy habitation.” Exodus 15:13 

 

Two words and concepts stand out to me in this verse even though every word in God’s 

Word is so very important and precious. Lead. Guide. How lost we are in this world without 

the Lord! But Jesus the Great Shepherd, the Good Shepherd, the blessed Shepherd, He 

leads and guides His followers! His sheep! His children! Believers in Him! Those devoted 

to Him! Those whose lives belong to Him! We who follow Jesus are His sheep and are so 

infinitely blessed to be led day by day – and forever – by the Spirit of Christ, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 184 

 

“And Moses told his father-in-law all that the Lord had done to Pharaoh and to the 

Egyptians for Israel’s sake, all the hardship that had come upon them on the way, and how 

the Lord had delivered them. Then Jethro rejoiced for all the good which the Lord had done 

for Israel, whom He had delivered out of the hand of the Egyptians. And Jethro said, 

“Blessed be the Lord, who has delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians and out of 
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the hand of Pharaoh, and who has delivered the people from under the hand of the 

Egyptians.” Exodus 18:8-10 

 

Moses tells his father-in-law Jethro how gloriously and mercifully and wonderfully the 

Lord delivered through him the Israelites from bondage in Egypt. How did Jethro respond? 

He rejoiced! When we share the awesomeness and blessedness of the Lord with others, 

they have the opportunity to rejoice with us and praise God with us. And when others share 

with us God’s beautiful and bountiful blessings in their lives, we can celebrate with them 

and praise God with them. May the Lord be glorified by us all as we all share with rejoicing 

the beauty and majesty of God almighty, hallelujah, AMEN! 

 

BLESSINGS 185-186 

 

“And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of 

redemption.” Ephesians 4:30 

 

Two blessings in one verse. Perhaps more. These are the ones I see. First, we are not to 

grieve the Spirit of God who dwells in His followers. When God gives us warnings, He 

warns us out of His love for us. How blessed we are God loves us, warns us, and desires us 

to please not hurt and grieve His Spirit! Second, the Lord seals us with His Spirit when we 

turn from our sins and put our faith in Christ as Lord whereby we devote our lives to God 

and His ways. Oh, to be sealed – marked, branded, declared His – by the Lord of Lords, 

King of Kings, Savior of the world. We are made HIS! Hallelujah, thank you Lord, 

hallelujah, Jesus, AMEN! 

 

BLESSINGS 187-189 

 

“And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ 

forgave you.” Ephesians 4:32 

 

Three more blessings. Kindness. Tenderheartedness. Forgiveness. The Lord calls us to this. 

To be this way. To be kind. To be tenderhearted. To forgive. But this verse does not stop 

here. We are to forgive as God forgives us through Christ when we turn in repentance and 

faith to Him. Who is the greatest role model ever of kindness, tenderheartedness, and 

forgiveness? The Lord Jesus Christ! Who gives us the ability when we surrender to Him to 

be kind, and tenderhearted, and to forgive, even in the hardest of situations? Jesus! Oh, 

such blessings! Such blessedness! Such love and mercy! Thank you most precious Father! 

Amen!  

 

BLESSING 190 

 

“And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a 

sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.” Ephesians 5:2 
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How are we to walk? In love! In plain English, we are to live a lifestyle of LOVE. The 

Lord is love (1 John 4:7), and as we learn to follow Him day by day, we learn to love, to 

forgive, to be compassionate, to be kind, to be giving and generous, to sacrifice, to comfort, 

to be gentle, to be patient, etc. Jesus Himself who is love models love to us. Godly love. 

The kind of love by which He gave His life for us on the cross and was raised from the 

dead! We need to die to self to love the way God almighty calls us to love!  

 

Oh, what a marvelous, wonderful, unfathomable, blessing to know personally the love and 

sacrifice of Jesus – and to be called by the Lord to love as He does. But how? His Spirit 

who lives inside those who follow Him empowers us and enables us to LOVE as HE 

desires. Through Christ, in and through His love, we love day by day! Love, love, oh how 

we must – and can – LOVE as He commands! Blessed by the LOVE of Christ! Blessed is 

the Lord! The greatest love of all! The love of Jesus!  

 

BLESSING 191 

 

“Therefore be imitators of God as dear children.” Ephesians 5:1 

 

What an infinitely rich, vibrant, lovely blessing the Lord, Creator of the universe, Lord of 

Lords, King of Kings, Alpha and Omega, beginning and end (please see the Book of 

Revelation for these attributes and more), yes, world Savior, healer, redeemer, God of love, 

hope, comfort, and peace, all powerful, Good Shepherd, Great Shepherd gives Himself to 

follow and imitate and model ourselves after. And, He teaches us how and enables us by 

His Spirit through the Word to do so. Blessed be the Lord forever and ever, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 192 

 

“And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,” 

Ephesians 5:18 

 

NOTHING and NOBODY will ever satisfy and fulfill and complete and richly, abundantly, 

magnificently, lovingly, peacefully, gloriously, wondrously, joyfully, blissfully, bless us 

the way the Holy Spirit of God who dwells inside Christ’s followers does – and will. Just 

as we can drink and drink thirstily and longingly and desperately of drink and the things 

and people of this earth, we can turn our focus to the Lord, to His Spirit, and to His Word 

– the Bible – and receive satisfaction beyond description. Oh, may we thirst, thirst, thirst 

for the Lord – and cry out to Him to fill us with more and more of His blessed Spirit, 

AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 193 

 

“Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of 

the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” 2 Cor. 7:1 
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Does the Lord tell us in this verse He expects us to be perfect this very moment and for all 

our time on this earth? No! But He does tell us to fear Him – in other words to honor, 

revere, and obey Him. Through the apostle Paul, He calls us to “cleanse ourselves”. We 

aren’t perfectly holy in our everyday lives, but we are to be “perfecting holiness”. He is 

strong, firm, and tough with us – but in love, mercy, grace, and greater care and compassion 

than we can imagine. How patient He is with us as we learn to perfect holiness. What a 

blessing the Lord is such a perfect Father to us as He by His Spirit in His infinite 

unfathomable love brings us to completion in Him!  

 

BLESSING 194 

 

“then whoever hears the sound of the trumpet and does not take warning, if the sword 

comes and takes him away, his blood shall be on his own head.” Ezekiel 33:4 

 

The Lord has such an astonishingly amazingly wonderful love for His creation that though 

we deserve death, hell, and the lake of fire for our sins, He doesn’t find pleasure in the 

punishment (Ezekiel 33:11). No, not at all! He is so loving, so merciful! He so desires we 

be in His forever fellowship instead! What does He tell the prophet Ezekiel to do in this 

verse? To call the people back then to repentance so they turn to the Lord for forgiveness. 

He desires we all repent and turn to Him as Lord! Oh, how blessedly loving, kind, and 

merciful is the Lord! Let us repent and turn to Him forevermore!  

 

BLESSINGS 195-197 

 

“Furthermore King David said to all the assembly: “My son Solomon, whom alone God 

has chosen, is young and inexperienced; and the work is great, because the temple is not 

for man but for the Lord God.” 1 Chron. 29:1 

 

King David declares God has chosen His son Solomon to build His temple. What a blessing 

the Creator of the universe, God almighty, chooses us – we who are nothing without Him 

– to love and serve Him! How humbling! What a privilege! To do His work! To glorify His 

name! King David makes known his son Solomon is young and doesn’t have the experience 

he undoubtedly needs to build God’s temple. And King David emphasizes this is an 

enormous work to which God is calling Solomon. The blessing in this for you and me? No 

matter how huge the work to which God calls us, no matter our limitations as humans such 

as concerning age and experience, the Lord will provide all we need to love, serve, and 

glorify Him in whatever He calls us to do for Him! Such a blessing that He provides all we 

need!  

 

BLESSINGS 198-199 

 

“that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in 

love,” Ephesians 3:17 
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This verse may be some other person’s prayer for some other people, in this case the apostle 

Paul for the Ephesians, but oh how wonderful this verse is for us even all these many, many 

years later! Look at the duo of blessings here! First, that through faith in Christ as Lord, the 

Lord Jesus Christ – His very Spirit – LIVES INSIDE OF US! Wow! Utterly astonishingly 

amazing! Second blessing? That through faith in Christ as Lord, we are to be “rooted and 

grounded” not just in any love – but in the love of Jesus! And, because His Spirit lives in 

those of us who follow Him, we have that capability. To learn day by day to live through 

and in the love of the Lord! Two marvelous blessings borne of faith in Jesus! Two 

marvelous blessings borne of Christ in and through us! Thank you, Lord!  

 

BLESSINGS 200-207 

 

“For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the 

whole family in heaven and earth is named, that He would grant you, according to the riches 

of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, that Christ 

may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may 

be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and 

height— to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with 

all the fullness of God.” Ephesians 3:14-19 

 

Blessings? More and more blessings, yes! Look at just some of them in these verses in 

which the apostle Paul is praying for the Ephesians: 

 

• We can bow our knees in love for and in faith in the Lord Jesus Christ! 

• We can pray to Father God in heaven through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and 

have access to the Father through Christ – access we would not otherwise have!  

• The family of Christ – believers in Jesus as Lord – are family IN HIS NAME, yes, 

in the name of Christ who is forever Lord! 

• The Lord grants us answers to prayers when they are in accordance with His will!  

• “The riches of His glory” are beyond anything in beauty and splendor and love 

than we can possibly imagine! 

• The Lord can strengthen those of us who follow Him through His Holy Spirit right 

deep down inside us because He lives there! 

• As incomprehensible as it seems because His love is so immeasurable and beyond 

our wildest dreams, He can help us to understand and to know His love! And, over time, as 

we chase after Him and cleave to Him and to His Word, we can have and know and 

experience and enjoy and be thankful for more and more of His wondrous love! 

• We can be filled with God’s fullness by His Spirit! Yes, God’s very fullness!  

   And, oh, these are just some of the amazing, amazing blessings we receive through Christ 

when we repent and surrender ourselves to Him as Lord! 

 

BLESSING 208 

 

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, 

according to the power that works in us,” Ephesians 3:20 
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Does this verse say the Lord will ALWAYS do “exceedingly abundantly above all that we 

ask or think”? No! Does it say He promises to do so if we pray hard enough? No! Does it 

say we deserve for Him to do so? No! But it does say the Lord CAN do so! And, if we 

reflect on our lives, how often has He done just that? Oh, could we ever count the ways in 

which the Lord has been so very wonderfully good to us? No, absolutely not! He is so, so, 

so, so infinitely wonderfully fantastically good! He is good! He is God! He is Lord! He will 

reign forevermore! The Lord God almighty, creator of all the universe, CAN do 

unfathomably more than we can possibly ask or think. More than we can possibly pray. He 

can do so very, very, very much more than we can imagine or ask for.  

   Oh, how good, how lovely, how absolutely tremendous and remarkable and grand is the 

Lord, yes! Do we deserve any of this? No! We are all sinners hell-bound but for His grace 

by which we are saved when we repent and believe in Him as Lord. What we truly deserve 

is hell and the lake of fire forever apart from Him. What He gives His followers instead is 

His forever love, His forever mercy, His forever grace, His forever goodness, oh, how 

blessedly awe-inspiring is our Lord!  

 

BLESSING 209  

 

“I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which 

you were called, with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one 

another in love, endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” Ephesians 

4:1-3 

 

The apostle Paul in this verse calls us to do what? More accurately, THE LORD through 

the apostle Paul calls us to do what? To walk – or rather live - worthy of our calling – to be 

children and followers of the Lord! Meaning it’s one thing the Lord has called, chosen, and 

saved us through repentance and faith in Him as Lord who died for us and was raised from 

the dead. It’s another thing to live our lives as such. To live our lives accordingly. To live 

our lives as though we belong to Christ. To live our lives IN OBEDIENCE TO HIM. IN 

HONOR OF HIM. IN REVERENCE TO HIM. IN HUMBLE LOVE AND DEVOTION 

FOR AND TO HIM. 

   Specifically, Paul writes of our being lowly (humble), gentle, longsuffering (patient), 

putting up with each other LOVINGLY, and being unified and peaceful with our fellow 

believers in Jesus. These are attributes, characteristics, of being Christ’s followers! Perhaps 

you wonder how can this be a blessing to be called to live like this? This is hard, isn’t it? 

Oh so hard at times, in fact.  

   How then a blessing? The Lord loves us so much He wants us to be with Him forever, 

He wants us to grow in His image, He wants us to be close, close, so close to Him, He 

wants us to love and enjoy Him and love and enjoy others, and He wants us to show others 

His love and glory through the way we think, speak, and act. It’s all about the Lord, friend. 

And, as such, oh, what a blessing to be called to live worthy of being called to be His 

forevermore, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 210 
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““Known to God from eternity are all His works.” Acts 15:18 

 

How can it possibly be? Oh, but everything is possible with the Lord, King of Kings, Lord 

of Lords, Great Shepherd, Good Shepherd, mighty God, all powerful God, all knowing 

God, perfect Lord, precious God, glorious Father, the one who knew everything He would 

ever do for all of time – yes, forever – from eternity. His works – His awesome, awesome, 

immeasurably stunning works – He has always known He would do. Even now, even as 

you read this, the Lord already knows all that He will do in the future. Isn’t it refreshing, 

isn’t it comforting, doesn’t it give us a feeling of safety and security, to consider the Lord 

in whose hands we place ourselves when we receive Him as Lord knows absolutely 

everything before it even happens? Including all His works He will perform!  

 

BLESSING 211 

 

“So when they were sent off, they came to Antioch; and when they had gathered the 

multitude together, they delivered the letter. When they had read it, they rejoiced over its 

encouragement.” Acts 15:31 

 

Please read Acts 15 if you would like to learn of the senders and recipients and contents of 

“the letter”. The blessedness isn’t just in the sending and receiving of it and in its contents. 

It’s this. That “ITS ENCOURAGEMENT” caused rejoicing. The Lord moves on the hearts 

of His followers to encourage other followers. We who follow Jesus are all one family 

belonging to the Lord Jesus Christ. And we are to love each another – and TO 

ENCOURAGE ONE ANOTHER! We have a WORLDWIDE FAMILY IN CHRIST, and 

the possibilities are just about endless when it comes to Christ’s followers coming together 

in person, by phone, by letter, by email, etc. to give to one another love and encouragement. 

We are blessed to receive this love and encouragement from our fellow followers, and we 

are blessed to give it. And to the Lord belongs the glory, oh yes!  

 

BLESSING 212 

 

“Then all the multitude kept silent and listened to Barnabas and Paul declaring how many 

miracles and wonders God had worked through them among the Gentiles.” Acts 15:12 

 

What did Barnabas and Paul do when it came to the miracles and wonders they performed 

as they did their ministry work for Christ? THEY GAVE THE GLORY TO THE LORD. 

They didn’t pat themselves on the back and seek the praises of the people. They saw their 

opportunity to give glory, honor, and praise TO THE LORD!  

 

When we truly come to know the Lord, and to love the Lord, and thus desire to honor the 

Lord, and we learn in obedience to Him to die to self and to live for Him instead of for 

ourselves, we come to see it is a beautiful blessing to GIVE THE LORD THE GLORY for 

everything good in our lives and for everything HE does THROUGH OUR LIVES. Yes, 

to the Lord be the glory, AMEN! 
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Blessing 213 

 

“because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the 

word of the truth of the gospel,” 

 

What if all the hope we would ever know and have is the hope we have here on earth? 

Earthly hope. Worldly hope. Hope related to our circumstances. To the details of our lives. 

Related to our personal dreams and desires, to our relationships, to our finances, the 

weather, vacations we wish to take, to where we desire to travel, to getting out of jail, to 

finding a home to live in to get off the streets, etc.  

 

Oh, it is wonderful and blessed to hope, isn’t it? But sometimes our hopes come to pass – 

and sometimes they definitely and so very sadly don’t. We aren’t guaranteed to see happy 

endings to this hope or that hope. Oh, sure, we can hope. But what about hope that comes 

with a guarantee? Can you imagine hoping for the most wonderful thing ever in the 

universe and knowing for surety that hope will one day be realized? 

 

Friend, when we turn from our sins and believe in Christ as Lord, becoming entirely His, 

dedicating our hearts and lives to His loving caring, learning to live for Him the way He 

commands and desires, then it is we can HOPE with the guarantee our hope will in fact 

come to pass.   

 

For when we are utterly Christ’s, then we have the HOPE IN HEAVEN – the total knowing 

and peace that comes with it – that we will one day see face to face and be in the forever 

glorious presence of Jesus the Christ, AMEN! Oh, what hope! What blessed, blessed 

HOPE! The hope of Jesus, hallelujah!  

 

BLESSINGS 214-219 

 

“For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask 

that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual 

understanding;” Colossians 1:9 

 

The apostle Paul and Timothy communicating to the believers in Christ in Colosse share 

with them – and with us all these years later! – that they have prayed to the Lord to fill 

them with knowledge of His will for them. They pray for God to give them wisdom and to 

understand spiritually what the Lord reveals to them in the way of His will.  

 

Friend, imagine if we prayed that same prayer now for fellow believers in Jesus and for 

ourselves. And well we should, shouldn’t? After all, Jesus Christ is LORD. And we 

SHOULD know the Lord’s will for us so we can FULFILL the Lord’s will for us! The 

blessing in this? How about the blessing-s? Yes, multiple blessings. Oh, the Lord’s 

blessings just go on and on, don’t they? 
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First, that we can pray for one another and ourselves. Second, that the Lord hears our 

prayers. Third, He answers our prayers. Fourth, He wants us to know His will for us so we 

can pursue the fulfillment of His will. Fifth, He will make known to us His will for us in 

whatever way He desires. We simply need to seek Him and hear Him – and then obey Him!  

 

Sixth, He will give us wisdom – and, yes, “spiritual understanding.” The Lord will not 

leave us in the dark concerning His will for our lives. Sure, we might need to wait patiently 

for His reply. But we most assuredly can – and should – seek Him and His will for us so 

we can live in love for and obedience to Him!  

 

That’s six more blessings, friend! Oh, praise the Lord! Blessing after blessing after blessing 

– and more blessings in the Lord’s Word!  

 

BLESSING 220 

 

““Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, 

And whose sins are covered; 

Blessed is the man to whom the Lord shall not impute sin.”” 

Romans 4:7-8 

 

This verse makes abundantly clear the blessing contained within. WE ARE FORGIVEN 

OF OUR SINS BY GOD ALMIGHTY AND ARE NOT PUNISHED WITH HELL AND 

THE LAKE OF FIRE FOREVER APART FROM GOD as a result of them BECAUSE OF 

THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. Because Jesus died on the cross for us and was raised from 

the dead. Because He took God’s wrath at us for our sins and our punishment on Himself. 

Because He stood in our place. Because He was our atonement. Because He is the perfect 

lamb of God. The perfect sacrifice. Because He did everything that needed to be done for 

us to be set free when we turn from our sins and believe in Him as Lord.  

 

Knowing that true belief comes with truly turning our lives over to Him as Savior, Lord, 

master, King, and Father, redeemer, healer. Forever Lord! Oh, blessed, blessed, blessed are 

we to have our sins forgiven by God which enables us to have a forever relationship with 

Him. Which enables us to live forever in heaven with Jesus! Oh, hallelujah! Glory be to 

the Lord most high, almighty God! Jesus, Lord, Jesus, oh, thank you Lord! You are God 

forever, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 221 

 

“I will love You, O Lord, my strength.” Psalm 18:1 

 

One of my favorite verses in the whole Bible, and that says a lot because I LOVE the whole 

Bible! It is God’s Word! It is the Lord speaking to us! Oh, how AWESOME is the entire 

Bible. This verse included! We are commanded to love the Lord with our whole hearts as 

His very greatest command. The psalmist here is resolved to love the Lord. Love isn’t 
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merely a feeling. It’s a demonstration, isn’t it? An action. An expression. It can manifest in 

all sorts of ways. And well it should when it comes to loving the Lord.  

 

We must not merely feel love for the Lord. We should think loving thoughts about Him. 

We should say loving things to and about Him. And we should act in loving ways toward 

Him – including by praising Him, worshiping Him, serving Him, and obeying Him.  

 

What does the psalmist go on to say the Lord is? His STRENGTH! Oh, yes, the Lord is my 

strength! Is He yours? Can you imagine a greater blessing when it comes to needing and 

seeking and finding strength than to realize the greatest strength of all is in and through 

Jesus? Oh, bless the Lord He is our strength! May we turn to Him and His blessed strength, 

oh yes! 

 

BLESSINGS 222-226 

 

“And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces 

perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, hope. Now hope does not 

disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit 

who was given to us.” Romans 5:3-5 

 

Can there really be five blessings in these two verses? Oh, yes! Please look at them with 

me! First, we can learn to rejoice right in the midst of our tribulations. Jesus said we will 

have tribulations, and you can find a wonderful promise related to going through 

tribulations if you look at John 16:33. In the meantime, look at the verses above to see why 

we can find reason to celebrate when we face tribulations.  

 

A product of going through them is PERSEVERANCE. We learn how to endure! So hard, 

but in God’s strength we can. What results? Character! We need more of it, don’t we? Then 

what comes? HOPE! Oh, yes, we can always use more hope. This kind of hope doesn’t 

result in disappointment. Why not? Because the LOVE OF GOD is poured into us! How? 

By God’s Holy Spirit? We don’t figure all of this process out on our own. God shows us in 

these verses how it works.  

 

And, when we surrender to Him right through our trials and tribulations, He brings to pass 

His promises in these verses. One, two, three, four, five. Celebrating in tribulations, one. 

Perseverance, two. Character, three. Hope, four. And THE LOVE OF GOD, five. Five 

more blessings, absolutely, thank you Father, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 227 

 

“For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For 

scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even 

dare to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:6-8 
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Did the Lord Jesus Christ die for us when we got our acts together and stopped sinning? 

When we became perfect? When we became good enough which in all honesty we can 

never be on this earth? When we found a way to measure up to God which is impossible? 

When we did enough good deeds which also is not possible? When we turned away from 

our wickedness and became totally pure without a single fault - ever? 

 

No! He died for us WHILE WE WERE SINNERS. While we were still living a lifestyle of 

sin! Can you even begin to comprehend the enormity of the Lord Jesus Christ dying on the 

cross and being raised from the dead knowing what our lives would look like from start to 

finish – every sin included? How can we comprehend the magnitude of this let alone ever 

be thankful enough to the Lord for the blessing of His death and resurrection WHILE WE 

WERE STILL SINNERS with our backs turned to the Lord and our flesh indulging in any 

and every sin imaginable to satisfy our ever-lusting flesh? This blessing is truly beyond 

beautiful and amazing. Let us reflect on just what He did for us! Oh, let us be thankful! 

Thank you, dear Lord. Oh, thank you!  

 

BLESSING 228 

 

“Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath 

through Him.” Romans 5:9 

 

If you add up every ounce of the Lord’s anger in the Old Testament toward every person 

for all the wrongdoing they ever did, I daresay that anger would likely be nothing compared 

with the WRATH – yes, unimaginable WRATH – at every human being who has, is, or 

will ever live on this earth and ALL OF OUR SINS added up together.  

 

Well, friend, that WRATH and the penalty that goes with it of the curse of death, hell, and 

the lake of fire in everlasting torment apart from God instead of forever in heaven with God 

almighty is the WRATH the Lord is holding back until He unleashes and unfurls it on 

humanity. I’m not a Bible expert, but I’ve read the Bible enough to see the unfolding of the 

end of this world and the judgment to come for all who do not repent and turn to Christ as 

Lord is literally beyond anything any of us can possibly even dare to imagine.  

 

So now, on the flip side, can you possibly imagine the magnificence and gloriousness of 

the Lord’s love, grace, mercy, and forgiveness in that He shed His own blood on the cross 

to take God the Father’s WRATH upon Himself in our place to pave the pathway for 

salvation for all who repent and turn to Him now and forever?  

 

The word blessing doesn’t even come near to describing the phenomenal awesomeness of 

Jesus sparing us of the wrath each and every one of us deserves for our sins. May we thank 

Him for this blessing by humbling ourselves before Him, by turning utterly to Him, and by 

living lovingly and devotedly and entirely for Him. AMEN! 
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BLESSINGS 229-231 

 

“Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in 

condemnation, even so through one Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all men, 

resulting in justification of life. For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, 

so also by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous.” Romans 5:18-19 

 

Three more blessings, hallelujah! Are you becoming accustomed by now reading this book 

to reading the Bible – hopefully daily! – and seeing all of the Lord’s blessings contained 

within its pages?  

 

How about these? One, two, three. “FREE GIFT”. “JUSTIFICATION OF LIFE”. “MADE 

RIGHTEOUS”. In a nutshell, here they are. Jesus died on the cross and was raised from 

the dead so we can receive the FREE GIFT of God’s forgiveness and everlasting life with 

Him when we turn from our sins to Jesus as Lord fully placing our faith in Him with our 

lives committed to Him bearing the fruit to show forth our genuine faith and commitment. 

Jesus paid the price for us!  

 

Next, when we receive Christ as Lord through repentance and faith placed in Him, we are 

GIVEN FOREVER LIFE. We are JUSTIFIED so we can RECEIVE EVERLASTING 

LIFE. We don’t deserve this justification. We receive it through Jesus and His death and 

resurrection.  

 

As if that’s not enough, we are “MADE RIGHTEOUS”. We are NOT righteous. We are 

anything but righteous if we look honestly at our lives. We are ALL sinners hopelessly 

headed for hell and the lake of fire. But through Jesus we are “MADE RIGHTEOUS” in 

the eyes of God. Not only do we then receive the amazing reward of a forever relationship 

with God through receiving Jesus’ righteousness, but throughout the rest of our lives on 

this earth, the Lord refines us and conforms us to Himself whereby we learn how to truly 

live the way the Lord intended us to live all along. In a manner pleasing and honoring to 

Him according to His ways not our own.  

 

Let us not neglect to thank the Lord for our blessings and to show our thankfulness in the 

way we choose to live for Him. Striving each and every day to humble ourselves before 

Him and to bring glory to His holy most blessed precious most honorable righteous most 

glorious everlasting name, AMEN! 

 

BLESSINGS 232-233 

 

“Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound. But where sin abounded, grace 

abounded much more, so that as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign through 

righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Romans 5:20-21 

 

Some of the Bible is hard to understand. Some very. Some seemingly impossible. For me 

anyway. But over time, with more and more studying, with growing closer to the Lord, 
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with growing in His image, with learning how to really hear the Spirit of God speaking to 

my heart, with the help of other Christ followers as needed and as supplied by the Lord, I 

grow deeper in understanding.  

 

We can’t understand the Lord and His ways with our natural flesh. We understand by His 

Spirit who lives in those of us who follow Him. So His Spirit brings to light and life and 

understanding scriptures like these. With the blessings contained within.  

 

The Old Testament law, impossible to follow perfectly, helps us to see our need for Christ 

and His forgiveness, salvation, and righteousness. For we can never measure up on our 

own. The law shows us where we fall short. But grace, oh what a blessing from the Lord, 

is greater in its wonderfulness than sin is terrible in its awfulness. God’s grace is greater 

than our sin! And, not only that, but look further in these verses.  

 

Where sin once reigned in our lives, now God’s love, mercy, and grace and His 

righteousness, and His teaching us and empowering us to live in a way pleasing to Him, 

this now reigns in our lives! We are given new life in Christ! Life in which the Lord reigns 

in our hearts and lives! Life in which grace reigns! And, by His grace, we learn to live 

righteously as we enjoy a forever relationship with Him given to us through Christ forever 

Lord, AMEN! Oh, the reign of grace! Of God’s grace, YES! 

 

BLESSING 234 

 

“What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? Certainly not! 

How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? Or do you not know that as many of us 

as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried 

with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 

glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” Romans 6:1-4 

 

There is a final resurrection we who believe in and follow the Lord Jesus Christ will 

experience whereby we will be with Jesus forevermore, but we don’t have to wait until 

then to be raised up in that glorious resurrection! When we repent and turn to Christ as 

Lord, receiving Him as Lord and Savior of our lives, we DIE TO SIN so we can learn to 

LIVE FOR JESUS! We are now to live in “NEWNESS OF LIFE”.  

 

Wow! Old life gone. New life begins. Oh, sure, we may try to go back. We may in fact turn 

back at times. But none of this is what God desires. His desire, and what He gives us, is the 

right and responsibility to GO FORWARD. How so? In “NEWNESS OF LIFE”. He gives 

us NEW LIFE. He gives us the love, power, grace, and ability to MOVE AHEAD not 

staying stuck in sin but learning day by day to be free from it. What a blessing He gives us 

NEW LIFE!  

 

Notice the word “should”. This is what we “should” do. And this we must LEARN to do. 

This we must PRACTICE doing. And, when the Spirit of God shows us we have fallen 

short in this, we need to REPENT and keep going FORWARD. In “NEWNESS OF LIFE”. 
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A life inconceivable and unachievable on our own. But, in Christ, exactly what we’re called 

to do. And, through Christ, exactly what we can learn to do. 

 

For the glory of Christ, yes, for Christ’s sake, AMEN! The blessing of “NEWNESS OF 

LIFE” IN CHRIST. The blessing of “NEWNESS OF LIFE” THROUGH CHRIST. The 

blessing of “NEWNESS OF LIFE” FOR CHRIST. NEW LIFE because of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, hallelujah, oh, the joy of such a blessing! Thank you beloved Father for 

“NEWNESS OF LIFE” in you!  

 

BLESSING 235 

 

“knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done 

away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. For he who has died has been freed 

from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him,” Romans 

6:6-8 

 

Our new lives in Christ may not always look this way, but well they should. Our lives 

should look like we’re living for Christ. For that is precisely what we are called to do! Our 

old life – our old self – must be crucified with Jesus. Be gone, old life! Be gone, life of sin! 

Be gone, living for self, the devil, and this world! We are to be dead to self. And we are to 

continue to die to self. Day by day, death to self. Life for Christ. Live for Christ.  

 

But this is not a way of life whereby we live at a distance from Jesus. We are now to live 

IN HIS FELLOWSHIP. IN RELATIONSHIIP WITH HIM. COMMUNING WITH HIM. 

IN HIS COMPANY. Living for Jesus – and LIVING WITH JESUS! Goodbye, old life! 

Oh, the blessedness of learning to no longer live apart from Jesus which is the life of 

someone living for self in bondage to sin, but of now learning to live in Christ’s fellowship 

in surrender to almighty God, in the loving glorious company of Jesus Himself!  

 

We shall live with Jesus forever, as the scripture says, when we receive Him as Lord and 

live for Him. But we need not wait until our lives are over to be with Jesus. The moment 

we turn from our sins and believe He died for us and was raised from the dead, the moment 

we turn our lives over to Him, the moment we are thereby born again spiritually with a 

clean slate because of God’s love, grace, and forgiveness, we begin living by faith with the 

Lord, AMEN!  

 

Oh, the awesomeness of living in Jesus’ company forevermore! Now, by faith. One day, 

face to face. FOREVER! AMEN! Glory to you, oh Lord! Thank you for your indescribable 

love! Your mercy! Your grace! Forever, I love you, dear Lord! Help us to love you day by 

day the way you desire! 

 

Help us all to love you more than anything or anyone with all our hearts day in and day out 

every breath and step we take, dear Lord! Help us to bring glory and praise and joy to your 

name, oh Lord! AMEN! You have made it so we through you, Jesus, can live with you 

FOREVER! AMEN! 
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BLESSING 236 

 

“For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives 

to God. Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. And 

do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present 

yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of 

righteousness to God.” Romans 6:10-13 

 

Jesus the Christ died on the cross and was raised from the dead! Glory be to the Lord! We 

are to be dead to sin and alive to Jesus! Glory be to the Lord who enables us to do this! 

Who gives us the power day by day to turn away from our sins and to live utterly for Him! 

Who gives us love, grace, peace, hope, mercy, compassion, comfort, power, wisdom, and 

all we need day by day to live for Him and no longer for this world, for ourselves, and for 

the devil!  

 

Sin is no longer to be on the throne of our lives! Jesus is to be our forever Lord! Forever 

King! Forever God! Forever Father! We are no longer to be instruments of sin. No longer 

to be vessels of sin. No longer to be containers of sin. No longer to be in bondage to sin. 

No longer to bow down to sin and the devil. No longer to bow down to our flesh. We are 

to be “INSTRUMENTS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS”. 

 

To what? To whom? TO GOD! For what? For whom? FOR GOD! We are to live 

righteously! We are to live in a manner that brings love, praise, joy, honor, adoration, 

worship, and glory to the Lord! God gives us the ability to be so transformed that we are 

now such instruments of His righteousness. That we learn to no longer bear the fruit of 

ungodliness. That we learn now day in and day out to bear the fruit of righteous living. Of 

right living. Of godly living. So we bring joy to the Lord! 

 

What a transformation to which the Lord calls us! What a transformation enabled by the 

Lord! What a blessing that we can live well, and abundantly, in humble, loving, obedient 

devotion to the Lord, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 237 

 

“What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly not! Do 

you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves 

whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? 

But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that 

form of doctrine to which you were delivered. And having been set free from sin, you 

became slaves of righteousness. I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your 

flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness 
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leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of righteousness for 

holiness. 

 

For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. What fruit did 

you have then in the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is 

death. But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have 

your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life..” Romans 6:15-22 

 

When we are born again spiritually and receive Christ as Lord, we are no longer slaves of 

sin but are now slaves of righteousness and of the Lord! We are no longer on the highway 

to hell! We are on the holiness highway! The highway to heaven forever with Jesus! The 

highway of living for Jesus! The highway of being with Jesus! Now! Forever! We are HIS 

children! His servants! His slaves! We belong to the Lord Jesus! To everlasting King Jesus!  

 

And, over time, we begin to produce fruit! Holy fruit! “Fruit to holiness”! Good fruit! The 

fruit of Jesus’ Spirit living inside us! God’s grace isn’t given to us for the purpose of 

pressing on in a lifestyle of sin! His grace sets us free to live the way He intended all along! 

In joyful fellowship with Him forevermore! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 238 

 

“Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead to the law through the body of Christ, 

that you may be married to another—to Him who was raised from the dead, that we should 

bear fruit to God. For when we were in the flesh, the sinful passions which were aroused 

by the law were at work in our members to bear fruit to death. But now we have been 

delivered from the law, having died to what we were held by, so that we should serve in 

the newness of the Spirit and not in the oldness of the letter.” Romans 7:4-7 

 

Ugh. If you look back at the fruit you were producing when you lived according to the 

ways of this world and were mired in sin, ugh is an understatement, isn’t it? Thank the Lord 

God almighty He forgives us when we turn to Him with genuine sorrow over our sins and 

believe in Christ as Lord!  

 

But receiving Christ as Lord and God’s forgiveness and the promise of everlasting life isn’t 

the end. It’s the beginning – of a new life in Christ! Of “the newness of the Spirit” who 

comes to live inside those who turn their lives over to Jesus as Lord. Now we will begin to 

produce new fruit. Fruit for the Lord. Fruit we are blessed to produce. Fruit others can 

enjoy. Fruit we find ourselves enjoying as we bear it. Fruit that is a blessing. The fruit of 

God’s Spirit. The fruit of lives lived for Christ. 

 

No more ugh. Instead, we can find ourselves humbled, in awe, amazed that the Lord could 

take someone as sin-ridden as we once were and now use us to bear fruit which shows we 

truly have repented and now sincerely live for Jesus!  
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Oh, the blessing of leaving behind the bad fruit – and moving onto the new! Fruit for Jesus, 

yes! Fruit by His Spirit, new fruit, good fruit, fruit for the Lord, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 239 

 

“For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man.” Romans 7:22 

 

When we are born again spiritually through repentance and placing our faith in Christ as 

Lord, we have a “new man” or a “new woman”. The cleansed, forgiven, new person who 

desires not to live according to our old sinful ways, but who desires to love and please and 

worship and serve and obey the Lord! How surprising, how shocking, how amazing, that 

just as we once LOVED self and to rejoice in our sins and lived utterly to satisfy our fleshly 

desires, now the “new person” comes to LOVE the Bible, to love God’s ways, to most of 

all LOVE THE LORD with all our hearts – with the newfound desire to do right in God’s 

eyes!  

 

Is this easy? No! We still have that old sinful nature that rises up and stirs up war within us 

as it tries to yank us back into our old sinful ways in response to the devil’s temptations to 

go back into bondage. The war is anything but easy. It can be extraordinarily hard. But the 

Lord will give us the strength to do what’s right. And how amazing, what a blessing, that 

now at long last we have the “DESIRE” to please Jesus in our innermost self. PRAISE 

THE LORD!  

 

BLESSINGS 240-242 

 

“There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk 

according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.” Romans 8:1 

 

Another three blessings! How easy it is to rush through God’s Word and miss so very much! 

I have time and again. But then the Lord brings me back and takes me deeper, showing me 

more and more, teaching me more and more, growing me more and more. Take, for 

instance, this one simple verse. Three blessings? One, we aren’t condemned when we place 

our faith in Christ as Lord. Amazing! Second, we are “in Christ Jesus” when we turn to 

Him as Lord. We learn how to “abide” in Him. We learn how to “walk” in Him. We learn 

how to love in Him, to live in Him, to live through Him, to rejoice in Him, to commune 

with Him, to fellowship with Him, to rest in Him, to take refuge in Him, to find shelter in 

Him, all revealed to us in the Word of God, all what we can experience when we live our 

lives in pursuit of the Lord and the Bible.  

 

Third blessing? We learn to live according to the Spirit of Christ who lives inside His 

followers! Not according to our ways, the devil’s ways, the world’s ways, not according to 

any other ways but God’s! We learn to live like this, yes! We are truly given a new life – 

in Christ! Free from condemnation. Filled with Christ’s love. According to His almighty 

ways, yes! AMEN! 
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BLESSING 243 

 

“For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.” Romans 8:5 

 

Before we turn from our sins and turn to Jesus Christ as Lord, surrendering our hearts and 

lives to Him, committing ourselves utterly to Him, we live only one way. According to our 

flesh. It’s the only way we know. It’s the only way we can live because we don’t have the 

Spirit of God to fill us and lead us the way we were created to live.  

 

But once we give ourselves over to the Lord Jesus Christ, fully devoting ourselves to Him, 

we learn day by day to nail our flesh to the cross, to deny self, to die to self, and to live 

according to the leading and in the love, strength, mercy, grace, hope, comfort, and power 

of the Spirit of God who seals Christ’s followers with His “Holy Spirit of promise” and 

comes to live inside us! We learn to live a whole new way! God’s way for God’s glory! 

Oh, the blessed glory of the Lord! 

 

And, not only do we learn to live in this whole new way, but we learn day by day to THINK 

in a whole new way. We learn to FOCUS our hearts and minds ON THE LORD – on “the 

things of the Spirit.”  

 

There is simply no comparison between going through our days thinking about everything 

dark, evil, wicked, ugly, dirty, filthy, poisonous, deadly, sinful, negative, depressing, etc. – 

and thinking about THE LORD JESUS CHRIST and THE BIBLE and EVERYTHING 

GOOD He wants us to focus on in our thinking – and saying and doing!  

 

Do we do this perfectly? Oh, no! Not at all! But we now have the ability to learn to do so 

– and the ability to actually do so. And we know to – and must – repent when we fall short! 

How refreshing, how reviving, how invigorating, how wonderful and lovely to fill our 

minds now with the Lord, His Word, and with all His goodness, AMEN! Oh, what a 

blessing, yes! Oh, the blessedness of it all! The blessedness of holy God, almighty Lord, 

AMEN! And of His ways, yes, thank you Father, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 244 

 

“For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.” Romans 

8:6 

 

In our pre-Christ days, weeks, months, and years, in our lives before we devoted ourselves 

to Jesus as Lord, we were consumed with carnal thoughts, weren’t we? Fleshly thoughts. 

Worldly thoughts. Self-centered thoughts. Selfish thoughts. Me, me, and me thoughts. 

Sinful thoughts. Even when our thoughts weren’t necessarily sinful thoughts, they were 

certainly not thoughts of Jesus and the Bible, were they? Of living for Christ? Of obeying 

God’s commands? Of living righteously? Now, with the Spirit of God inhabiting those of 

us who belong to Jesus as Lord and Savior of our lives, we become spiritually minded. We 
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learn to submit our minds – and lives, of course – to the leadership of Christ. To the 

Lordship of God.  

 

And, when we do, oh, what life! What goodness! What wonderfulness! What peace! What 

hope! What joy! Instead of drawing on a well of mucky, muddy, dirty, sickly water, we 

now dwell on the forever well of everlasting life, of everlasting God, of everlasting Jesus, 

of Christ’s Spirit, of God’s Word, oh yes! Oh, to set our hearts and minds upon Jesus. And 

on the Word of God! What a blessing when we learn day by day – and moment by moment 

– to yield our very thoughts – and words and actions – to Jesus, oh yes! Oh, such new life. 

In Christ! AMEN!  

 

Does this require practice? Yes! With struggles and setbacks along the way? Oh, yes. Do 

we set our minds perfectly and permanently on Jesus? Oh no. Oh, if only we would. But 

we learn to set our feet and hearts in the right direction. The direction of the Lord Jesus 

Christ! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 245 

 

“but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the 

glory both now and forever. Amen.” 2 Peter 3:18 

 

How should we grow? We should grow, shouldn’t we? Of course, yes! But just as we once 

grew in the image of this world and humankind, we who have committed our lives to the 

Lord Jesus Christ are now to grow in the image of God! And, specifically according to this 

blessed verse, we are to grow IN GRACE and IN KNOWLEDGE of Jesus.  

 

So not only do we grow in His image by the leading and power of the Spirit of Christ, but 

we are to grow in THE GRACE OF JESUS. And in the KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS. One 

could say we are to have more and more grace ourselves for others. And that we are to 

continually draw on the well of grace offered to us by the Lord. As for knowledge, we can 

grow in that we learn more and more about the Lord by reading the Word and learning to 

live by it. But we can also come to know Jesus Himself more intimately by spending time 

alone with Him. By praying and listening to the voice of the Lord as He speaks to our 

hearts. By living our lives in love for and obedience to Him. By receiving more and more 

of His love, drawing every closer to Him, and Him to us. By growing in personal 

relationship with Christ.  

 

The life of following the Lord is not a stuck-in-place life. It’s not a stagnant life. It’s not a 

boring life. It’s not a going backwards life. It is filled with passion, filled with unfathomable 

love, the love of God, and with spiritual blessing after spiritual blessing.  

 

Like when it comes to grace and knowledge. Oh, how glorious is Jesus’ grace! Oh, how 

wonderful is coming to know the Lord more and more! The blessedness of it all, yes! 

AMEN! 
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BLESSING 246 

 

“The humble also shall increase their joy in the Lord, 

And the poor among men shall rejoice 

In the Holy One of Israel.” Isaiah 29:19 

 

I know a beautiful woman of God who told me she wakes in the morning feeling poor and 

needy. She sounded like she felt bad about herself to be this way in the morning. But oh, 

what a blessing for her to be this way. For any of us to be this way. But why, you may 

wonder. Please see the verse above. Who is blessed according to this verse? Who 

INCREASES his or her JOY? THE HUMBLE. Who REJOICES? The one who is poor. 

Strong’s concordance shows the Hebrew word translated into “poor” also means “needy”. 

Just like my friend! Humble. Poor. Needy.  

 

Why humble? She knows her need. She knows her poverty. Not physical poverty 

necessarily, though she may or may not be financially poor. But she wakes in the morning 

in want. In need. And she knows it. When we acknowledge our neediness, when we take 

our neediness to Christ, we are filled with ever more of Him! And with the joy and rejoicing 

that come with knowing Jesus more and more personally, more and more deeply, deeply 

and forever, friend, forevermore!  

 

May we humble ourselves and receive the BLESSING of acknowledging we are 

NOTHING without Christ. And may we come to Him to be filled with ever more of His 

Spirit, Amen! Oh, such joy! The joy of Jesus! Of more of Him by His Spirit in and through 

us, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 247 

 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. And those who are 

Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live in the Spirit, let us 

also walk in the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one 

another.” Galatians 5:22-26 

 

Oh, if we were only so blessed as to have the fruit of the Spirit being born, or borne, without 

any laboring in the process. But just as a baby is born after so very much labor, so is the 

fruit of the Spirit borne of much laboring. The laboring of dying to self.  

 

Do love, joy, peace, longsuffering, etc., come to us naturally? Is it the first thing to which 

we resort, and the first thing we produce, including when we are going through great trials 

and enormous tribulations? I think not. Not for me anyway. So it is there is a process to the 

fruit of the Spirit coming forth. Does an apple tree produce apples the day the seeds are 

planted in the ground? I think not. But in time, with the right climate, the right amount of 

water, the right soil, and everything else necessary in place and in order, one day we see 

apples upon apples filling the branches and ready to be picked or to fall.  
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Friend, we are so very blessed to have God’s Spirit living inside us when we belong to 

Jesus. And so blessed He produces fruit through us. It’s the fruit of what? OF THE SPIRIT. 

OF CHRIST IN US. It’s HIS FRUIT, isn’t it? FOR HIS GLORY, isn’t it? TO BE 

PARTAKEN OF by us, by others, and all for the glory of Christ!  

 

When we lived according to the world’s ways, with our knees bowed down to the devil and 

our lives on the highway to hell, what kind of fruit did we produce? The fruit of the Spirit? 

Not in the least. Not even possible. But now, oh yes, it is not just possible. It is natural. The 

natural fruit produced by Christ’s Spirit in us? Love, joy, peace, etc. Glory be to the Lord 

for this bountifully beautiful blessing of HIS fruit for HIS phenomenally unmatchable 

unparalleled GLORY, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 248 

 

“‘For thus says the Lord God: “Indeed I Myself will search for My sheep and seek them 

out. As a shepherd seeks out his flock on the day he is among his scattered sheep, so will I 

seek out My sheep and deliver them from all the places where they were scattered on a 

cloudy and dark day. And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the 

countries, and will bring them to their own land; I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, 

in the valleys and in all the inhabited places of the country. I will feed them in good pasture, 

and their fold shall be on the high mountains of Israel. There they shall lie down in a good 

fold and feed in rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I will feed My flock, and I will 

make them lie down,” says the Lord God. “I will seek what was lost and bring back what 

was driven away, bind up the broken and strengthen what was sick; but I will destroy the 

fat and the strong, and feed them in judgment.”” Ezekiel 34:11-16 

 

Glorious, glorious, glorious. Read the Old Testament to understand the full meaning of 

these verses as the Lord in the book of Ezekiel the prophet makes known His plans for His 

chosen people – the Israelites. The Jewish people. Even without full historical 

understanding, if you don’t have it, can you see the gloriousness of the Lord Jesus Christ 

so loving HIS SHEEP He will bring into HIS SHEEPFOLD that HE WILL GATHER 

THEM HIMSELF so HE CAN FEED THEM and GIVE THEM REST and HEAL THEM? 

And that He will bring judgment to the wicked?  

 

The best shepherd in the universe when it comes to gathering sheep – animals – does not 

even come close to THE GREAT SHEPHERD. To the GOOD SHEPHERD. To the Lord 

of Lords and King of Kings who will bring all who turn from their sins and believe in Him 

as Lord into one forever flock to enjoy paradise with Him forevermore!  

 

Blessedness? Blessing? No words can even come close to describing the enormity of this 

blessing! Praise the Lord, oh praise you Lord and King, God almighty, praise you Father 

in heaven, praise you Lord forever and ever, AMEN! 
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BLESSINGS 249 

 

“Blessed is the man You choose, 

And cause to approach You, 

That he may dwell in Your courts. 

We shall be satisfied with the goodness of Your house, 

Of Your holy temple.” Psalm 65:4 

 

Blessed. That’s exactly what this verse says. Blessed. BLESSED! With an exclamation 

point, yes! What unparalleled wonder! What an extraordinary reason for everlasting 

rejoicing! The Lord of Lords, King of Kings, God almighty, Jesus the Christ with whom 

we CANNOT have a forever relationship now and in heaven because of His perfection and 

holiness and righteousness and our sinfulness died on the cross and was raised from the 

dead so – So what? So when we repent and turn to Him as Lord, believing He died on the 

cross for us and was raised from the dead, fully devoting our lives to Him with the fruit to 

show forth our faith, WE CAN APPROACH HIM.  

 

Not only can we come into His courts, so to speak, and to His mercy seat, and into His 

temple, but through His finished awesome work on the cross, and through our faith in Him, 

WE CAN COME INTO HIS FOREVER PRESENCE. And, one day, into His FULL 

GLORIOUS FACE-TO-FACE EVERLASTING PRESENCE! Without what Christ did on 

the cross for us, we would NEVER EVER have access to God the Father in heaven. But 

because of what Jesus did on the cross for us, we not only have access to God almighty. 

We have FOREVER ACCESS. Yes, NOW – and FOREVERMORE! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 250  

 

“Blessed be God, 

Who has not turned away my prayer, 

Nor His mercy from me!” Psalm 66:20 

 

The Lord has every right to turn away our prayers now and forever. Why? He is HOLY. 

He is RIGHTEOUS. He is PERFECT. And us? We are SINNERS. Totally 

UNRIGHTEOUS. UNHOLY. IMPERFECT.  

 

Why would the Lord God almighty in heaven, Creator of the universe, want to hear and 

answer the prayers of those who live in rebellion against Him? Who are sinful by our very 

nature? Why would He want to be merciful to us? Why should He be merciful to us? Why 

should He forgive us for all our wrongdoing?  

 

There is NOTHING we can do to possibly earn His love, forgiveness, and the promise of 

forever with Him! Absolutely NOTHING. But God in His unbelievable love for us, and 

His desire for us to be with Him forever, sent His only Son Jesus to the cross IN OUR 

PLACE to TAKE OUR SIN PUNISHMENT ON HIMSELF and to be raised from the dead. 

So that we can cry out to Him for mercy and forgiveness, so we can cry out to Him for His 
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love and grace, so that we can cry out to Him in true sorrow over our sins, SO HE WILL 

HEAR OUR PRAYERS AND FORGIVE US and GIVE US EVERLASTING 

FELLOWSHIP WITH HIS AWESOME PHENOMENALLY BLESSEDLY 

WONDERFUL MAGNIFICENT FOREVER SELF!  

 

Now, when we become part of His forever family, when we through repentance and faith 

become HIS, He through HIS SHED BLOOD ON THE CROSS hears our prayers and 

gives us His mercy. Not just once. But ongoingly. For His love is beyond anything we can 

possibly fathom! Oh, bless the Lord! Bless you Lord! Bless you Lord God forever and ever, 

forever and ever you will reign, oh Jesus, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 251 

 

“Blessed be the Lord, 

Who daily loads us with benefits, 

The God of our salvation! Selah” Psalm 68:19 

 

Do you know what the italics in this verse indicate? As I understand it, that those particular 

words were not found in the original text translated into English. Now I’m not a Bible 

expert nor a Bible historian, so please do your research to confirm this. But I believe that 

these words have been added to help clarify and bring understanding as best possible. Either 

way, look at the blessing!  

 

Please note the word DAILY. Yes, daily! The Lord “LOADS US” – that’s huge. HUGE! 

With what? BENEFITS! Now regardless of the translation, we KNOW FOR SURETY the 

Lord is continually blessing His people – most of all with Himself. And with a zillion other 

blessings including spiritual blessings. 

 

Even our next breath is a blessing! Food! Water! Clothing! Shelter! The beauty of nature! 

The wonderfulness of friendship! The enjoyment of hugs! Love! Forgiveness! On and on 

His blessings go! His Spirit! His Word! His fellowship! His comfort, compassion, and 

mercy! His kindness! Relationships! Marriages! Pregnancies! Dreams come true!  

 

Oh, yes, on and on go His benefits. His blessings. But the greatest blessing of all? Take out 

the words “Who” and “benefits” and see what happens. Then it says, “Lord,…daily loads 

us [with] The God of our salvation!...Oh my! Yes! The greatest blessing of all IS THE 

LORD HIMSELF! And He gives us Himself day by day – day after day, yes! Oh, what a 

blessing is the Lord! The greatest blessing in the universe – THE LORD GOD 

ALMIGHTY! AMEN! 

 

BLESSINGS 252-254 

 

“Say to God, 

“How awesome are Your works! 

Through the greatness of Your power 
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Your enemies shall submit themselves to You.” Psalm 66:3 

 

A beautiful blessing about God’s Word is the precious treasures within just keep on 

coming. On and on they flow. On and on they go. Chasing after them, we can find more 

and more. Blessing after blessing, treasures we find when we persevere in reading His 

Word. 

 

Years ago, I committed to read the Bible daily no matter what. No matter how little or much 

I read, I stay true to my promise. And, oh, how I am blessed. The more I read, the more I 

dig, the more open I am to the Spirit of God, the more I learn and grow. The more I unearth 

further blessings. Like these three. Ones I might not have even noticed in the past. But here 

they are for all the Lord’s followers to partake of.  

 

First, we can express TO GOD how wonderful, how awesome, how amazing His works 

are! I LOVE, LOVE, LOVE to tell others of the greatness and wonderfulness of God. But 

shouldn’t we also tell the Lord Himself how wonderful He is and how wonderful are His 

works? Yes! Oh, what a blessing to declare to Him Himself His awesomeness!  

 

Next, God’s power is infinitely great and fantastic. It’s something we can overlook. 

Something we can take for granted. Something we can neglect to acknowledge and 

appreciate and be thankful for and take advantage of and use in our everyday lives to live 

according to His ways and to bring glory to His name. Or, we can see the blessedness of 

His power and be appreciative in our thoughts, words, and our actions!  

 

Thirdly, no matter how much it might look like wicked people doing wicked things are 

getting away with it, no matter how much it may seem like our enemies will never have 

consequences for the wrongdoing they are doing toward us and others, this is not the case. 

Unless they repent and turn to Christ as Lord, truly learning to live for Him and no longer 

according to their own wicked ways, they will be dealt with by the Lord. Vengeance is in 

the hands of the Lord, and it will come by Him if they do not turn to Him.  

 

Please don’t miss these blessings. Nor all the others you will find when you dig deep and 

devotedly and humbly and ever so thankfully into God’s wondrously blessed, satisfying, 

life-giving, and life-changing Word!  

 

BLESSING 255 

 

“You have caused men to ride over our heads; 

We went through fire and through water; 

But You brought us out to rich fulfillment.” Psalm 66:12 

 

The psalmist speaks in this psalm of the Lord refining the people and bringing them through 

hard stuff. You can study the psalm if you want to see and understand in detail and to see 

it in its full context in the Old Testament. Here we are all these very many years later, and 

still the Lord uses hard times in our lives as opportunities to refine us. I have a loved one 



114 

 

who many years ago who was in a horrific house fire in which he was badly burned and his 

grandmother tragically died. He believes he caused the fire, though he was told he did not. 

Either way, despite the horrible burns, the Lord brought him through. His trials and 

struggles continue on, and so, I believe, does the Lord’s refining.  

 

Not everyone goes through literal fire and literal floods, though some do. Those who do, 

some the Lord brings out of alive, and others He does not. But even those who do not go 

through literal fire and floods, the reality of life on this earth is that humans go through 

trials great and small.  

 

And, when we are yielded to the Lord Jesus Christ, when we are submitted to God and His 

ways, when we are on the other side of our trials, we can sometimes see how the Lord 

refined us through it all.  

 

What is “rich fulfillment” do you suppose? Perhaps the blessing of when He brings us 

through tough times. Perhaps the blessing of how He conforms us to Himself through those 

tough times. Perhaps the blessing of how He brings us closer to Himself through it all. 

 

The Lord always knows what He is doing, and our job is to humbly submit ourselves to 

Him and to be thankful to Him for His love, His Lordship, His sovereignty, and His wisdom 

and perfect will through it all. Let us not lose sight even when we face great trials of the 

Lord and His blessedness!  

 

Sometimes, mind you, we are the cause of the hard stuff that happens. In that case, we need 

to repent and turn to the Lord. Other times, we are not the cause. Either way, we need to 

entrust ourselves to the Lord. He knows what He is doing. He always knows what is best. 

And the very best of all – the greatest blessing? Jesus! Lord of all! Lord forever! Everlasting 

King, AMEN! 

 

BLESSINGS 256 

 

“Come and hear, all you who fear God, 

And I will declare what He has done for my soul.” Psalm 66:16 

 

Fearing God is one of the most important aspects of being a Christ follower. We are to fear 

the Lord! To love and revere Him! To bow down before Him in heart, thoughts, words, and 

actions! To submit ourselves to Him! To surrender entirely to His Lordship in all things in 

all ways at all times! To fully entrust ourselves to Jesus! To remember He is Lord and we 

and others most assuredly are not! To honor the Lord continually! To repent when we fall 

short! To give ourselves over to the Lord! To grow and grow – and grow in His image!  

 

Look at the psalmist’s words. How sweet, how tender, how lovely instead of being angry, 

hurt, and bitter that we are commanded to fear the Lord, that we are to give ourselves utterly 

to God almighty, the psalmist is thankful! And He wants to DECLARE – to tell others – of 

God’s goodness! Of what the Lord has done for him! Of what the Lord has done for His 
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very soul! How blessed we are when instead of rebelling against God and His will for us, 

instead of trying to exert control over our “own lives”, we hand over the rights to ourselves 

to Jesus who died on the cross for us and was raised from the dead. 

 

When we fear the Lord, and we live by this fear, this honor, this reverence, this fervent love 

for Christ, we see His goodness to our very souls – and can declare to all what God almighty 

has done. Thank you Father! Thank you Lord! Thank you God! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 257 

 

“O God, You are more awesome than Your holy places. 

The God of Israel is He who gives strength and power to His people.” Psalm 68:35 

 

Everything on this earth comes to an end including the earth itself, right? We as humans 

will go on and ultimately be in heaven forever with the Lord when He creates the new 

heavens and the new earth, or we will go on to be forever apart from Him in never-ending 

torment in hell and the lake of fire. But as far as good things on this earth, and bad things 

on this earth, they have a beginning and end, isn’t that true? 

 

A good feeling eventually ends. Good news only lasts a certain period of time. A marriage 

no matter how wonderful it is eventually results in one and ultimately both people passing 

away if the marriage stays beautifully and wonderfully intact. Bad news, too, has a 

beginning and a finish to it. 

 

But what about the Lord and His love and goodness? The Lord is forever and ever and ever. 

He literally never ends! His wondrousness and majesty and glory are from eternity. And 

they are for eternity. The Lord Jesus Christ is FOREVER! Look at the psalmist’s praise of 

the Lord. He calls God AWESOME – and even “MORE AWESOME” than His holy 

places. Everything good and marvelous the Lord creates, He is more awesome than it all - 

holy places included.  

 

And the Lord does what as far as His people are concerned? He gives us – yes, US, as in 

those of us who follow the Lord Jesus Christ – STRENGTH and POWER! No matter how 

weak and powerless we may feel and even be, we can find STRENGH and POWER in the 

Holy Spirit of Christ who lives inside us!  

 

God who goes on for eternity is the source of strength, power, and everlasting – 

AWESOMENESS! Bless, bless, bless you Lord for your strength, your power, your 

unmatchable unsurpassable glory – and for being eternally AWSESOME! Thank you, dear 

God! Thank you, precious almighty Lord! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 258 

 

“I will praise the name of God with a song, 

And will magnify Him with thanksgiving.” Psalm 69:30 
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Praise, singing, and thanksgiving. Oh, let us magnify, let us exalt, let us lift up, let us raise 

up the name of the Lord God almighty! The psalmist is so joyful when He speaks of 

honoring the Lord, isn’t He? He rejoices, He celebrates, He is so excited and thrilled and 

in wondrous unbounded adoration of the Lord!  

 

He doesn’t hold back. He pours out His praise of God! What a blessing we don’t need to 

contain our love for Jesus, but instead we can pour, pour, pour out our thanksgiving to God, 

our love for Him, our excitement that He is God forever!  

 

What a blessing the Lord has given us the desire to praise Him, the ability to praise Him, 

and that we can praise Him in so many ways – in thoughts, in words, in actions, in song, in 

dance, in poetry, in artwork, in our facial expressions, in how we speak of Him to others, 

in teaching, in the way we bow down before Him!  

 

Let us not hold back our praise, friend. Praise itself – the expression of our love for God – 

is a blessing in and of itself. Oh, how far short I fall in praising the Lord who is deserving 

of praise forevermore! Let us praise Him, let us praise Him, oh, friend, let us praise the 

Lord, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 259 

 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one 

another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the 

Lord.” Colossians 3:16 

 

The Lord Jesus Christ is called the Word, and the Bible is called the Word. So let Jesus, 

the Spirit of Christ, and the Bible, let the Lord live inside us so very richly. And may we 

share with one another as followers of the Lord wisdom, teaching, psalms, hymns, spiritual 

songs, and more!  

 

Let us share with one another the joy of Christ in all sorts of expressions as we together lift 

up high His holy almighty forever blessed name! With the grace of God inside us, inside 

our very hearts, may we sing to the Lord most high!  

 

Such a blessing to praise the Lord individually, and such a blessing to praise the Lord as 

one Body of Christ as we gather – as we assemble – together to worship the Lord! Even as 

we bless the Lord in praise, alone, and together, we are blessed in the process of praising 

Him.  

 

The joy of praising God is so enriching, so invigorating, so exciting – and even contagious 

whereby others are inspired to join together in praise. Praise the Lord, praise the almighty, 

praise God, praise, praise, praise Him! I am even excited and smiling as I write these very 

words. Praise is such a blessing! If we would only praise Him more of the time. Shall we? 

Let us do just that, AMEN! 
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BLESSING 260 

 

“Give ear to my prayer, O God, 

And do not hide Yourself from my supplication. 

Attend to me, and hear me; 

I am restless in my complaint, and moan noisily,” Psalm 55:1-2 

 

We humans don’t always want to hear one another complain, and moan, and hurt, and 

struggle, do we? Oh, sure, we may do our best to listen to others go through hard stuff. But 

after a while, we may be a little short with our patience and compassion, our love and 

mercy, our help and kindness. On the other side, we may also not want to bother and burden 

others with our troubles especially if we’ve been going to the same people over and again 

with our challenges. No matter how big of an effort we all make to be there for one another, 

we all do fall short at one time or another in one way or another, right? We’re all so very 

imperfect in our love. 

 

But oh, what a blessing it is that the Lord Jesus Christ HEARS OUR CRIES, HE HEARS 

OUR PRAYERS, HE HEARS OUR NEEDS, HE SEES OUR NEEDS, HE KNOWS OUR 

NEEDS, and HE LOVES US EVEN IN OUR STRUGGLES and ANSWERS US WHEN 

HE DESIRES HOW HE DESIRES ACCORDING TO HIS PERFECT WILL FOR US! 

The psalmist is crying out to the Lord in these verses, and we can do the very same! The 

greatest source of the most incredible love in the whole universe who Himself is love is 

here for His children! Such a blessing, don’t you think? Let’s praise the Lord for this! Oh, 

yes! Twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, for every one of our days on this earth – 

and forever – the Lord Jesus Christ is available to His followers. Praise Him! Oh, praise 

you oh Lord! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 261 

 

“Cast your burden on the Lord, 

And He shall sustain you; 

He shall never permit the righteous to be moved.” Psalm 55:22 

 

Ever feel like you’re carrying too much on your shoulders? Like your burden is too big for 

you? What a blessing we can cast our burdens on the Lord Jesus Christ. He will be our 

burden bearer. And He will sustain us. He will keep us. He will help us. He will empower 

us. He will carry us. He will give us wisdom. He will make known His will for us. He will 

be there with us. He will be there for us. He is with us – when we are His. When we are 

living in obedience to Christ, oh, how Christ shall carry our burdens. Cast, cast, cast your 

burdens on Jesus, my friend. Life might not turn out the way we desire, and our troubles 

may not be resolved in the way we desperately desire, but we can rest assured Jesus will 

bear our burdens and by His Spirit lead us forth. And no matter our challenges on this earth, 

no matter our tribulations, we can be assured when we live for Jesus that forever we will 

be – with Him! Cast, cast, cast your burdens on Him, oh yes!  
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BLESSING 262 

 

“Whenever I am afraid, 

I will trust in You.” Psalm 56:3 

 

When I am afraid, I will cry. When I am afraid, I will hide. When I am afraid, I will run. 

When I am afraid, I will quit. When I am afraid, I will do what? Will I do any or all of this 

instead of do what is the greatest blessing ever when it comes to fear? I have cried much 

from fear, I have hidden, I have run, I have quit, and I have done much more over the years 

in response to tremendous fear. I have been prone to anxiety for as long as I can remember. 

I have been in bondage to fear beyond imagination.  

 

But now I have come to see the very best thing to do in response to fear – and such a 

blessing it is – is to consciously, willingly, desirously, deliberately PLACE MY TRUST 

IN THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. When we put our trust in Jesus, it doesn’t mean we won’t 

face fear. It doesn’t mean we won’t feel fear. It doesn’t mean fear won’t come lunging at 

us trying to entangle us in its terrifying mouth and try to gobble us up. What it does mean 

is that we know deep in our hearts the best way to address fear is to TRUST THE LORD 

TO LEAD US, TRUST THE LORD TO GUIDE US, TRUST THE LORD TO GIVE US 

BOLDNESS AND STRENGTH, TRUST THE LORD TO GIVE US WISDOM, TRUST 

THE LORD TO GIVE US VICTORY IN OUR BATTLES, TRUST THE LORD TO 

LOVE US THROUGH THE TERRIFYING PLACES IN LIFE, TRUST THE LORD TO 

COMFORT US, TRUST THE LORD TO BE THE PERFECT FATHER THROUGH IT 

ALL.  

 

Oh, the blessedness for those of us who have had our fair share of battles with fear to know 

THE LORD IS THE GREATEST SHELTER, THE MOST WONDERFUL REFUGE, 

THE GREATEST ONE AND PLACE IN WHOM WE CAN AND SHOULD PUT OUR 

TRUST. Bless you, Lord, for taking into your everlasting arms, your sweet, tender, safe 

fold those of us who battle fear. Thank you, my God! Thank you, our God! Thank you, 

dear God! AMEN! 

 

BLESSINGS 263-265 

 

“Trust in Him at all times, you people; 

Pour out your heart before Him; 

God is a refuge for us. Selah” Psalm 62:8 

 

How often should we trust the Lord? ALL THE TIME. At ALL TIMES. How often can we 

trust the Lord? ALL THE TIME WITHOUT EXCEPTION! Who but the Lord in the entire 

universe can we trust 100% of the time and should we put our trust in 100% - 100% of the 

time? Nobody but the Lord! Blessing #1.  

 

And blessing #2 in this precious verse? We can POUR OUT OUR HEARTS to Jesus how 

often? You’ve got it. ALL THE TIME. Have you ever wanted and felt you needed to pour 
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out your heart to someone but that someone wasn’t available or was available but didn’t 

want to listen? Or perhaps you couldn’t think of someone you felt you could truly trust to 

pour your heart out to when you were hurting or afraid or whatever and however you felt? 

There is no exception to the Lord being ready, willing, and able to hear His followers pour 

out our hearts to Him when we’re living in faith in, love for, and obedience to Christ!  

 

Blessing #3 in this triple-blessings packed verse is that GOD IS OUR REFUGE! Yes, HE 

IS OUR SHELTER! We can RUN TO HIS REFUGE, and we can RUN INTO HIS 

REFUGE, and we can REMAIN IN HIS REFUGE – no matter what is coming against us. 

No matter who is coming against us. No matter how we feel. No matter what we’re going 

through. We can TRUST THE LORD, we can POUR OUT OUR HEARTS TO THE 

LORD, and we can FIND REFUGE IN THE LORD! Thank you, Lord!  

 

BLESSING 266 

 

““A little while, and you will not see Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me, 

because I go to the Father.”” John 16:16 

 

If Jesus tells His disciples who walked in intimate fellowship with Him that when He leaves 

them, they will see Him because He was going to be with the Father, what did that mean 

for them – and for us this very day for those of us who believe in Him and follow Him as 

Lord? Jesus explains to them that His Spirit will come be with them once He goes to be 

with the Father. His same Spirit who came to be with them lives inside and through us 

today for those of us who have repented and received Him as Lord!  

 

Not only do we get to “see” Jesus by faith in Him, and not only do we get to “see” Jesus 

by having His Holy Spirit in us, and not only do we get to “see” Jesus by seeing His Word, 

the Bible, but one day we will “see” – yes, SEE – Jesus face to face FOREVER! Glory, 

glory, glory be to the Lord God almighty! A zillion Hallelujah’s wouldn’t be enough! Glory 

to the Lord most high! We have the promise of the Spirit of Christ to be with us now, AND 

one day we will be right in His face-to-face everlasting presence!  

 

And remember, friend, not only did Jesus go to the Father, but JESUS IS THE FATHER! 

For Jesus is LORD! Jesus is GOD! Jesus is FATHER GOD IN HEAVEN! He simply came 

in the form of a perfect man to die on the cross for us and to be raised from the dead, He 

came in the form of His Spirit who dwells in us, He will come again to bring His followers 

to Himself, and one day He will be with us and we with Him – FOREVER! Glory! Glory 

oh Lord! Hallelujah, YES! One true God! One Lord! Forever! 

 

BLESSINGS 267-273 

 

“For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: 

 

“I will dwell in them 

And walk among them. 
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I will be their God, 

And they shall be My people.” 

 

Therefore 

 

“Come out from among them 

And be separate, says the Lord. 

Do not touch what is unclean, 

And I will receive you.” 

“I will be a Father to you, 

And you shall be My sons and daughters, 

Says the Lord Almighty.”” 2 Cor. 6:16-18 

 

Seven blessings in these unbelievably powerful verses as the apostle Paul writes in his letter 

what God has previously said. Ready?  

 

* We who believe in and follow Jesus Christ as Lord are His temple in which HE LIVES! 

In and through us, HE LIVES! 

* The Lord will be IN and WITH His followers FOREVER! This would not have been the 

case if it were not for what Jesus did on the cross for us! We humans lost our ability to be 

in the Lord’s forever almighty face-to-face presence when Adam and Eve sinned in the 

Garden of Eden and ever since all humans have been born into a world of sin with a sin 

nature. But Jesus paid our sin punishment on the cross to pave the pathway for us through 

repentance and faith in Him as Lord to experience and enjoy the Lord’s forever presence – 

IN and WITH us!  

* The Lord is our GOD! There are so many false gods, but there is only ONE TRUE GOD. 

The Lord is our ONE TRUE GOD! For eternity!  

* When we commit our lives to Christ as Lord, we are adopted into His forevermore family 

and are HIS PEOPLE. Yes, we are God’s people! The Lord’s people! Not temporarily! Not 

for a season! Everlastingly!  

* The Lord calls us to a life of separation from the world! Please don’t get me wrong. We 

live IN the world. We associate and interact with others IN the world. But He calls us to a 

life of being separated out for Him whereby we no longer live a lifestyle of sin but instead 

live a lifestyle pleasing to Him. Just as the world lives according to the world’s wicked 

ways, we learn to live according to the Lord’s ways! We are separated out to be His holy 

children living righteous lives in His strength for His glory! He by His Spirit perfects His 

ways in us. We are not perfect. We are not holy in our everyday living. He is perfecting us. 

We are becoming holy in our way of life! 

* When we receive Christ as Lord, we become HIS CHILDREN! Yes, HIS SONS and HIS 

DAUGHTERS! Belonging to Him! He adopts us – forever!  

* Who is the Lord Almighty? Jesus Christ! He gives us this understanding, this truth, this 

blessedness, this reality that ALMIGHTY GOD is THE LORD JESUS CHRIST! With 

whom we who believe in and are devoted to Jesus as Lord WILL BE FOREVERMORE! 
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Amazing, isn’t it? All seven blessings, amazing. Thanks be to the Lord! These seven 

blessings alone are enough to keep us meditating on them – and praising God for the truth 

of them – for a long, long, long time to come. Forever, don’t you think?! 

 

BLESSING 274 

 

““As for you, son of man, the children of your people are talking about you beside the walls 

and in the doors of the houses; and they speak to one another, everyone saying to his 

brother, ‘Please come and hear what the word is that comes from the Lord.’ So they come 

to you as people do, they sit before you as My people, and they hear your words, but they 

do not do them; for with their mouth they show much love, but their hearts pursue their 

own gain. Indeed you are to them as a very lovely song of one who has a pleasant voice 

and can play well on an instrument; for they hear your words, but they do not do them. And 

when this comes to pass—surely it will come—then they will know that a prophet has been 

among them.””  Ezekiel 33:30-33 

 

Can you imagine what the prophets of old went through when the Lord gave them 

extremely hard and convicting warnings and messages to deliver to the people? What did 

they get in return? Love? Acceptance? Validation? Kindness? Sweetness? They got hatred, 

rejection, persecution – and even death! Did the awfulness of the treatment they received 

from the people mean they should have stopped loving and serving the Lord and delivering 

the messages He gave them? NO! Did the people when they heard the messages always 

listen and obey? NO! Sometimes they did anything and everything but! Sometimes they 

continued right on in their wickedness and rebellion against God!  

 

But the faithful prophets pressed on! In the verses above, look how the people responded 

to the prophet Ezekiel. They heard – but they did not do! They heard what he said but did 

not do what the Lord through Ezekiel told them.  

 

We are blessed by the Lord when we HEAR HIM and OBEY HIM! We are blessed by the 

Lord when He gives us messages to give to others and we HEAR HIM and OBEY HIM! 

And we are blessed when we read these verses and understand that HEARING AND 

OBEYING THE LORD is a indescribably crucial part of forever following the Lord Jesus 

Christ! A hard message. But so vitally important. Let us hear AND obey, YES! 

 

BLESSING 275 

 

““Cursed is the man who trusts in man 

And makes flesh his strength, 

Whose heart departs from the Lord. 

For he shall be like a shrub in the desert, 

And shall not see when good comes, 

But shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, 

In a salt land which is not inhabited. 
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“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, 

And whose hope is the Lord. 

For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, 

Which spreads out its roots by the river, 

And will not fear when heat comes; 

But its leaf will be green, 

And will not be anxious in the year of drought, 

Nor will cease from yielding fruit.” Jeremiah 17:5-8 

 

Do you hear this message from Jeremiah the prophet in the Old Testament? Do you 

REALLY hear the message? We need to hear God’s Word – and DO God’s Word. What 

is He telling us here through the prophet? WE NEED TO PUT OUR TRUST IN THE 

LORD GOD ALMIGHTY and not in humans. TRUSTING IN THE LORD and in HIS 

WILL and HIS WAYS with the obedience that goes with this trust BRINGS THE LORD’S 

BLESSINGS ACCORDING TO HIS WILL! How blessed we are the Lord tells us to 

TRUST IN HIM and BLESSES US when we do! AMEN! 

 

Blessing 276 

 

“My flesh and my heart fail; 

But God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.” Psalm 73:26 

 

No matter how much we struggle, no matter how downhearted, discouraged, and depressed 

we may become, no matter the trials we face, no matter the storms in which we find 

ourselves, we can run to the Lord for His love, grace, mercy, and STRENGTH – and find 

in Jesus our FOREVER PORTION. For so very long, I had no idea what “portion” meant 

in this context. Then, the Lord gave me a personal understanding. No matter the details of 

our stories on this earth, and how very hard they may be, we can have in Jesus His glorious 

loving forever presence when we turn our lives over to Him. We may not receive the 

“portion” of what we so desire to have on this earth in the way of our life’s circumstances, 

but we can have a FOREVER RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS! And, is there any greater 

portion? Of course not! There is no greater “portion” in the universe than Jesus! The word 

portion is often used regarding food. One person gets a small portion. One a big portion. 

One a delicious portion. One the leftover portion. It’s all food. It lasts a short while. It is 

temporary. JESUS IS FOREVER. And when our hearts and lives belong to Jesus, no matter 

our tribulations, we can enjoy the indescribably tremendous blessing of being loved by and 

loving and being in the company of Jesus forever. The best portion of all. The forever 

portion. Of Jesus the Christ, AMEN! 

 

Blessing 277 

 

“I, the Lord, search the heart, 

I test the mind, 

Even to give every man according to his ways, 

According to the fruit of his doings.” Jeremiah 17:10 
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Wow. Hard stuff. Seriously. Read this verse. Not so easy, is it? Now that’s an 

understatement! The Lord doesn’t just see our actions. He searches. He knows our actions 

inside and out. Is that all? No! He knows – and searches – our hearts! And our minds! He 

tests our minds! Everything about us, He knows. He searches. Is that all? No! No way! The 

fruit of what we do comes with consequences. Bad, awful ones. Or good, really, really good 

ones. He has rewards for His followers in heaven. For those who refuse to repent and give 

their lives over to Jesus as Lord, the Lord tells us clearly in His Word we will face hell and 

the lake of fire forever apart from Him.  

 

Heaven – with rewards. Or hell – in fiery forever torment. And we also have consequences 

on this earth in our everyday lives. Blessings on the one side. Icky, yucky, ugly, awful stuff 

on the other. Nothing is hidden from Jesus, friend. So let what He sees in our hearts, words, 

and actions be pleasing and glorifying to Him!  

 

What a blessing He tells us plainly and clearly that the right way to live is – FOR HIM! 

And, oh, the blessings we have to look forward to when we do just that. Live for Jesus, 

YES! 

 

BLESSING 278 

 

“For My eyes are on all their ways; they are not hidden from My face, nor is their iniquity 

hidden from My eyes. And first I will repay double for their iniquity and their sin, because 

they have defiled My land; they have filled My inheritance with the carcasses of their 

detestable and abominable idols.”” Jeremiah 16:17-18 

 

The Lord may have been speaking long ago of people long ago who were living in rebellion 

against Him who lived with idols as gods instead of for the Lord who is the one true God, 

but this message is just as much for us today as it was for the people back then. 

 

Just as He speaks in these verses, HE SEES ALL OUR SINS AGAINST HIM even if we 

think nobody sees! And He will punish us for our sins if we do not turn away from them 

and turn to JESUS CHRIST AS LORD who died on the cross to pay the punishment we 

deserve for our sins and was raised from the dead.  

 

If you read the verses in context in the book of Jeremiah the prophet, you will see the Lord’s 

promise to the Israelites and how stunningly beautiful it is. But He does not cease warning 

them – and warning us – that we MUST TURN TO HIM IN LOVE AND OBEDIENCE! 

How can this possibly be a blessing? Such a hard, even harsh message, isn’t it?  

 

BECAUSE HE LOVES US SO MUCH HE WARNS US AGAINST SINNING AGAINST 

HIM, AND HE LOVES US SO MUCH HE SENT JESUS TO THE CROSS IN OUR 

PLACE, AND HE LOVES US SO MUCH HE WANTS US TO TURN TO HIM SO WE 

CAN BE WITH HIM FOREVER! Hallelujah! 
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BLESSING 279 

 

Psalm 1:1-3 

 

“Blessed is the man 

Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, 

Nor stands in the path of sinners, 

Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 

But his delight is in the law of the Lord, 

And in His law he meditates day and night. 

He shall be like a tree 

Planted by the rivers of water, 

That brings forth its fruit in its season, 

Whose leaf also shall not wither; 

And whatever he does shall prosper.” Psalm 1:1-3 

 

What a lovely and beautiful description of the life of the person who puts his or her trust in 

the Lord and lives according to the ways of God and who DELIGHTS – yes, DELIGHTS 

– in the Lord’s law. What does he or she do? Meditate on God’s law how often? Day and 

night! When we as Christ’s followers meditate on God’s Word – the Bible each and every 

day, night included, when we truly put our focus on Jesus and on the Bible, and live as God 

teaches us through the Bible, oh, how blessed we are! We can soak and bathe and delight 

and rest and rejoice in HIS WORD! 

 

In the Old Testament, the word “meditate” originates from a Hebrew word that per Strong’s 

concordance means to “murmur” and implies also to speak and to study. When we reflect 

on God’s Word, when we study God’s Word, when we speak about God’s Word, when we 

actively meditate on it, when we LIVE BY IT, oh how exceedingly blessed we are!  

 

BLESSING 280 

 

“But let all those rejoice who put their trust in You; Let them ever shout for joy, because 

You defend them; Let those also who love Your name Be joyful in You.” Psalm 5:11 

 

Please pay attention to the words used here. REJOICE. TRUST. JOY. LOVE. JOYFUL. 

Get the point? When we put our trust in Jesus, we have reason to REJOICE, to experience 

JOY, and to ENJOY Jesus’ love for us and our love for Him! The Lord, according to this 

verse, and according to many others in the Bible, defends His people. Another reason for 

JOY. So, so, so, many, many, many reasons for REJOICING – the most important one of 

all being THE LORD JESUS CHRIST! Blessing? Blessing-s with an “s”? YES! 

 

BLESSING 281 

 

“For You, O Lord, will bless the righteous; With favor You will surround him as with a 

shield.” Psalm 5:12 
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Who gets blessed per this verse? The righteous! Who gets surrounded with the Lord’s 

favor? The righteous! Who is surrounded as though there is a shield around the person or 

people? The righteous! Who are the righteous? Those who turn from their sins, put their 

faith in Jesus Christ as Lord, and live for Him according to God’s ways. We receive the 

righteousness of Christ who died in our place on the cross bearing the punishment we 

deserve for our sins upon Himself before being raised from the dead. But our lives don’t 

end there when we receive Christ as Lord and receive His righteousness. Now we learn 

how to live righteously. To live the right way. God’s way. Not ours. For Him. Not for us. 

The blessing of Christ’s righteousness and righteous living? Not just the blessing. Many, 

many, so very many blessings. Starting with Jesus and a forever relationship with Him. 

And the promise of His fellowship now and forever and ever in heaven. And going on from 

there. Blessings forevermore. Christ’s blessedness forevermore! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 282 

 

“The Lord of hosts is with us; 

The God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah.” Psalm 46:11 

 

I am someone who used to dread reading the Bible. I had to force myself sometimes. I 

would get bored, intimidated, overwhelmed, afraid, and just not get it. I looked at it like a 

textbook with a dreaded teacher standing over me ready to bop me over the head for failing 

in reading, understanding, and living by it. I would open it up and skim the surface with 

my natural fleshly mind instead of go diving deep with the Holy Spirit leading the way and 

teaching me and bringing understanding and teaching me to live by it empowered by His 

glorious self. Now I see the Bible as an endless treasure trove of blessings with the Lord 

Himself as the number one blessing! Take a look with me at this one simple verse if you 

would. And rejoice with me. That GOD ALMIGHTY, THE LORD JESUS, KING 

FOREVER, is WITH HIS FOLLOWERS FOREVERMORE! And that HE IS OUR 

REFUGE! From the storms, trials, tribulations, struggles, enemies, battles, etc. of this life! 

We can REST IN THE REFUGE OF CHRIST each and every day even as the world goes 

on with all its challenges. We still have to go forward in our own lives, of course. The Lord 

doesn’t promise us a challenge-free life. But He is there with us through it all when we are 

surrendered to His sovereign loving merciful tender wondrous care!  

 

BLESSING 283 

 

“God is our refuge and strength, 

A very present help in trouble.” Psalm 46:1 

 

When we’re in trouble, where do we turn? Oh, we can turn to this thing or that thing or this 

person or that person or even turn to ourselves as though any of this or any of us as humans 

have and are the answer to our troubles. Or, friend, we can turn to the LORD GOD 

ALMIGHTY who is PRESENT WITH US AS OUR HELP and WHO GIVES US 

STRENGTH and PROVIDES US WITH SHELTER through the trials of this life! How 
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blessedly we can turn to Jesus! Turn to Jesus, yes! Let us turn to Him! Turn! Thank you, 

Lord! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 284 

 

“And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all 

discernment, that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere 

and without offense till the day of Christ, being filled with the fruits of righteousness which 

are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.” Philippians 1:9-11 

 

The apostle Paul’s prayer for those to whom he was writing so very, very long ago is just 

as applicable for us today, don’t you think? Do we not need exactly that for which he prayed 

for them? Will not the Lord answer this prayer for us? Isn’t this His will for us day by day? 

That we will grow in the love of Christ? That we will do what is right? That we will be real 

and genuine and learn and choose not to sin, that we will bear the fruit of right, godly living 

which we can only do through Jesus, and that all the glory and praise will belong to the 

Lord?  

 

Such a blessing that this prayer from so long ago is right on for us now as we learn to follow 

Jesus day by day. What a blessing the Lord leads, teaches, and enables us to live in this 

new way – for Him! And thank the Lord that we can pray and be heard – including on 

matters like these vital ones! Thank you, oh dear Lord! Amen!  

 

BLESSING 285 

 

“Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now 

much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is 

God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.” Philippians 2:12-13 

 

The apostle Paul and his son in the faith Timothy, in speaking to the Philippian believers, 

encourage them to work out their salvation. How so? “WITH FEAR AND TREMBLING.” 

This means this is a VERY SERIOUS BUSINESS. What are the believers being told? What 

are we being told as Christ’s followers through this? When we repent and believe in and 

receive Christ as Lord, genuinely becoming His faithful followers, we are just at the 

BEGINNING of a lifelong journey of following Him. We are forgiven, born again 

spiritually, and saved from God’s wrath at us for our sins and the curse of death, hell, and 

the lake of fire. We are given everlasting life instead. But we don’t just get a ticket to 

heaven one day and go back to a lifestyle of sin until it’s time to fly first class to heaven 

with Jesus. We need to learn to live in love for and obedience to Christ! We need to WORK 

OUT the salvation we have been given.  

 

God’s Spirit comes to live inside us when we give our lives to Jesus. We now need to learn 

to live filled with God’s Spirit and led by God’s Spirit according to God’s Word. This way, 

we live according to God’s will and bring the Lord love, joy, and pleasure! The Lord 

conforms us to Himself, and we learn day by day to yield ourselves to the Spirit of God so 
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He can grow us in His glorious image! How blessed we are the Lord doesn’t leave us where 

we were or even where we are. How blessed we are He turns us into the men and women 

of God, His very children and servants, He desires that we be! Let us then surrender 

ourselves utterly to the Lord. Let us live to bring Him joy, pleasure, honor, and glory! Let 

us make the Lord proud to call us His children by humbling ourselves before Him and 

living to honor and glorify Him now and for eternity! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 286 

 

“I will bless the Lord at all times; 

His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

My soul shall make its boast in the Lord; 

The humble shall hear of it and be glad. 

Oh, magnify the Lord with me, 

And let us exalt His name together. 

 

I sought the Lord, and He heard me, 

And delivered me from all my fears. 

They looked to Him and were radiant, 

And their faces were not ashamed. 

This poor man cried out, and the Lord heard him, 

And saved him out of all his troubles. 

The angel of the Lord encamps all around those who fear Him, 

And delivers them. 

 

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good; 

Blessed is the man who trusts in Him! 

Oh, fear the Lord, you His saints! 

There is no want to those who fear Him. 

The young lions lack and suffer hunger; 

But those who seek the Lord shall not lack any good thing. 

 

Come, you children, listen to me; 

I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 

Who is the man who desires life, 

And loves many days, that he may see good? 

Keep your tongue from evil, 

And your lips from speaking deceit. 

Depart from evil and do good; 

Seek peace and pursue it. 

 

The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, 

And His ears are open to their cry. 

The face of the Lord is against those who do evil, 

To cut off the remembrance of them from the earth. 
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The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears, 

And delivers them out of all their troubles. 

The Lord is near to those who have a broken heart, 

And saves such as have a contrite spirit. 

 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 

But the Lord delivers him out of them all. 

He guards all his bones; 

Not one of them is broken. 

Evil shall slay the wicked, 

And those who hate the righteous shall be condemned. 

The Lord redeems the soul of His servants, 

And none of those who trust in Him shall be condemned.” Psalm 34 

 

One of the beautiful blessings about the Bible is that it is so exceedingly full of blessings! 

Just when you think you might have found all the blessings in a Bible passage, a chapter, 

or a book, and have come to all the understanding you will come to in that particular section 

of the Bible, don’t be surprised if you yield yourself to the Spirit of God if you find yourself 

diving even deeper – and finding even more blessings. 

 

I was stuck in my writing on a verse from Psalm 34 when I felt compelled to get away from 

my writing for a little bit. That was when it came to me that I had the perfect opportunity 

not to be stuck in that particular verse, but to use the psalm in its entirety as a lesson about 

blessings and about the goodness and wondrousness of the Lord and His Word.  

 

Will you dig deep into this psalm – and into the Bible as a whole? Will you make a 

commitment as I did some years ago to read the Bible daily – and to learn to live according 

to the Lord’s ways as He teaches us in His Word? Will you look at the first and last verses 

in Psalm 34? What do you see? I see blessings. Beginning with PRAISING THE LORD – 

ALL THE TIME. For He is worthy of being praised ALL THE TIME – forever, in fact! 

What a blessing the Lord is deserving of our praise 24-7 and forever, that’s how 

AWESOME He is!  

 

The last verse? We will not be condemned if we put our trust in the Lord Jesus Christ! 

Freedom from God’s wrath, judgement, condemnation, and hell and the lake of fire comes 

through repentance and turning to Christ as Lord. This freedom, this salvation, is one of 

the endless blessings we find in Christ! Why not read through this psalm and see God’s 

blessings in it? And why not take the step I did years ago and make a lifelong commitment 

to read the Bible daily? And to live for Jesus. Entirely for Jesus. Wholly for Jesus. Utterly 

for the Lord. Now. And forever and ever. AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 287 

 

“And immediately he received his sight, and followed Him, glorifying God. And all the 

people, when they saw it, gave praise to God.” Luke 18:43 
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When the blind man received the miracle from Jesus of being able to see, he ran back to 

his life to enjoy it and left Jesus behind, right? He didn’t give any praise to the Lord, he 

didn’t tell anyone about Jesus and the miracle, right? WRONG! The blind man who got his 

sight because of Jesus FOLLOWED THE LORD and PRAISED THE LORD. Yes, He 

GLORIFIED GOD! The result was that others saw what had happened and joined the man 

in PRAISING THE LORD! Look at the BLESSINGS in this for us! The Lord is continually 

blessing us with different things for which we can and should praise Him!  

 

Whether little things or enormous miracles, God’s gifts to us are blessings for which we 

should be thankful. So one blessing here in this verse is the Lord is the giver of blessings 

and miracles! Another blessing here is that the Lord CALLS and WANTS us to follow 

Him. He wants us in His glorious company! Another blessing is that He gives us the ability 

to PRAISE HIM, and praising the Lord though it is for Christ’s sake also blesses us as we 

joyfully thank Him! And yet another blessing here is that others see the love and beauty 

and glory of Christ when we praise Him and speak of Him in front of them! The Bible is 

jam packed with blessings! So are our lives! Let us not miss them! And let us be so very 

thankful – TO THE LORD GOD ALMIGHTY! 

 

BLESSING 288 

 

“For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the 

patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.” Romans 15:4 

 

Some people in different parts of the world including where we ourselves live don’t have 

access to Bibles, aren’t by law allowed to have or read them, can’t see to read them, don’t 

have the mental ability because of disabilities to understand what they read, etc. Have you 

ever considered how unmatchable is the blessedness for those of us who have the good 

fortune to have a Bible, to have the eyes to read it, to have the ability to read, to have the 

mental ability to understand, and who are born again spiritually and have the Holy Spirit 

living inside us to teach us to comprehend and live by the Bible? This verse is a wonderful 

reminder how blessed we are to receive the learning, the comfort, and the hope we find in 

God’s Word! And that is just a little snippet of the unbelievable abundance of blessings 

found in the Bible! Let us dig in daily and devotedly and feast on the Lord’s Word. And, 

yes, live according to His ways as He teaches us in it! Hallelujah! Amen!   

  

BLESSING 289 

 

“For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the 

patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope. Now may the God of patience and 

comfort grant you to be like-minded toward one another, according to Christ Jesus, that 

you may with one mind and one mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” Romans 15:5 

 

The Lord has so many names in the Bible, and so many descriptions. All beautiful. All 

wonderful. All powerful. All reflecting His unfathomable love and grace and power, yes. 
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Here in this verse He is referred to as the “GOD OF PATIENCE” AND the God of 

“COMFORT”. We were created in God’s image, and, as Christ followers, we are to grow 

in God’s image by the power of His Spirit. The apostle Paul in these verses is telling the 

people something we all need to hear even all this time later. In the Bible we are blessed 

with being taught how to live according to God’s ways rather than according to the world’s 

sinful ways as we once learned to do.  

 

We are to love the Lord and to love one another, and we are to be patient with each other 

and to comfort one another. The Lord models to us how we are to love and treat one another. 

And He uses His Word to change and grow us. The end result according to this verse of 

our living the way God calls us to live in relation to Him and to one another is that we 

BRING GLORY TO THE LORD! It is such a sweet, sweet, bountiful and beautiful blessing 

to be called to GLORIFY GOD! So let us do that! So let us do! Let us LOVE HIM, let us 

LOVE OTHERS, and, as we do, let us GLORIFY THE LORD, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 290 

 

“Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me 

shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.”” John 8:12 

 

“The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God 

illuminated it. The Lamb is its light.” Revelation 21:23 

 

Have you ever been in such a dark place you weren’t even able to imagine that there would 

be even an ounce of light ever again? Maybe spiritually speaking. Maybe emotionally 

speaking. Maybe physically. Maybe you were simply in the middle of a storm and the 

power went out in your house. Maybe you were hiking and got lost in a tunnel. Most of us 

have heard the expression about “seeing the light at the end of the tunnel” – or not seeing 

it. The truth about living a lifestyle of sin with our backs turned on God almighty and our 

hearts in rebellion against Him is that we are LIVING IN THE DARK. And if we continue 

on that course, the ONLY light we will ever see after our lives are over is the light of hellfire 

and we will know the burning of fiery torment forever apart from God.  

 

The truth about THE LORD JESUS CHRIST and when we repent and turn our lives over 

to Him, committing to following Him and faithfully doing so, is WE COME TO KNOW 

AND EXPERIENCE AND WALK IN AND REFLECT TO OTHERS AND ENJOY A 

LIGHT BEYOND IMAGINATION. The light of the Lord Jesus Christ. His light which is 

forever. HE IS THE LIGHT. HE IS FOREVER. And there will come a time, in heaven, 

when we won’t even need any manufactured light at all, nor will we even need the light of 

the sun. For THE LORD’S LIGHT IS FOREVER AND WILL BE SO BRIGHT AND 

BEAUTIFUL AND GLORIOUS WE WILL NEED NO OTHER LIGHT!  

 

We do NOT need to wait as Christ’s followers to be in heaven to know this light. Look at 

the verse above. Oh, thank you God almighty, WHAT A BLESSING! WHAT LIGHT! 

THE LIGHT OF JESUS! OURS TO KNOW. OURS TO WALK IN. OURS TO FOLLOW. 
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Oh, the blessedness of the light of the Lord Jesus Christ. FOREVER AND EVER AMEN! 

Look at the scriptures above, friend. ENJOY! The blessedness of the light of the Lord, yes, 

AMEN! The Lord created the light as recorded all the way back in the beginning of the 

Bible. But the light we see from the sun and moon and stars is nothing compared with the 

everlasting light of the Lord Jesus Christ. Hallelujah, yes, hallelujah, once again, AMEN! 

Let us rejoice! Christ is the light, praise the Lord, praise the Lord!  

 

BLESSING 291 

 

“and that the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy, as it is written: 

 

“For this reason I will confess to You among the Gentiles, 

And sing to Your name.”” Romans 15:9 

 

There are the Gentiles, and there are the Chosen people, the Israelites, the Jewish people. 

All who turn from our sins and believe in Christ as Lord and in His death and resurrection, 

surrendering ourselves to God and His ways, become God’s adopted children. We are 

brought together, whether the Chosen people or the Gentiles, into ONE everlasting family 

in Christ. This you can study much of in the Bible beginning with the Old Testament and 

going on into the New Testament. Sometimes I get so bogged down in the history and the 

details all of which are of course important in their own right that I miss other blessings in 

the midst of God’s Word. Like this one.  

 

In the verse above, reference is made to the people GLORIFYING THE LORD FOR HIS 

MERCY! Are we? Are you and I? Do we regularly thank God for His forgiveness which 

we don’t deserve but only receive by His grace and through what Jesus did on the cross? 

Or is it possible we sometimes take for granted His forgiveness and the price Jesus paid on 

the cross for us? Maybe some of us – myself absolutely – need reminders from time to time 

that day by day we should THANK THE LORD and GLORIFY THE LORD for His 

indescribable goodness – Himself and His love and forgiveness and mercy right at the top 

of the list of His countless blessings!  

 

BLESSING 292 

 

“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” Romans 15:13 

 

I LOVE how the Lord has so many names! Keep reading the Bible, day by day, and see all 

the characteristics of the Lord – and all His names. Like “THE GOD OF HOPE.” Per this 

verse, what does the “GOD OF HOPE” do? The apostle Paul is praying for the Romans. 

That God would FILL THEM with what? JOY! And PEACE! Look at that! HOPE! JOY! 

PEACE! Through faith in Christ as Lord, through our lives dedicated to Jesus, through the 

Holy Spirit who lives inside followers of precious Jesus, we can be FILLED with all this 

blessedness! We can be filled with the Lord Himself! With His very Spirit and all the 

blessings we can have in Him! God’s power, the very power of His very Spirit, we have 
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access to through Jesus! And not only can we have the hope of Christ, of His Spirit, but we 

can “ABOUND” in it. We can overflow with hope in such a way that the world around us 

sees in and through us the LOVE OF JESUS, the JOY OF JESUS, the PEACE OF JESUS, 

and the HOPE OF JESUS, and the POWER OF JESUS. Blessings for us – and blessings 

for all to see and desire and find in Christ, HALLELUJAH! 

 

BLESSING 293 

 

“I commend to you Phoebe our sister, who is a servant of the church in Cenchrea, that you 

may receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the saints, and assist her in whatever 

business she has need of you; for indeed she has been a helper of many and of myself also.” 

Romans 16:1-2 

 

The apostle Paul is speaking well here of his sister-in-Christ and co-laborer for the Lord 

Phoebe whom he calls a SERVANT of the Lord. He is encouraging the believers to HELP 

HER who is HELPING OTHERS – ALL FOR THE GLORY OF THE LORD! We who 

follow Jesus are ALL ONE Body of Christ worldwide. We are to labor for the Lord in 

helping to build His Kingdom of followers TOGETHER as ONE UNIFIED Body of Jesus. 

We are to LOVE ONE ANOTHER and to SERVE ONE ANOTHER and to HELP ONE 

ANOTHER.  

 

This Paul encourages them to do, and we who read this are encouraged by the Lord through 

Paul and the Bible to do the very same! Included in this is that we are to HELP THOSE 

HELPING OTHERS. Loving, serving, helping all for Christ’s sake. We are blessed that 

we don’t love and serve the Lord alone, but that we have a worldwide family of siblings in 

Christ, of co-laborers, of co-servants in Christ. We are to HUMBLY SERVE. To 

HUMBLY LOVE. To HUMBLY HELP. Servants are to NOT exalt themselves but to 

LOWER THEMSELVES. We as Christ’s servants are to lower OURSELVES and to GIVE 

as the Lord so bountifully and blessedly gives to us. Blessed are we to be ONE BODY 

called to love, give, serve, and help all in the name of the Lord! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 294 

 

“Greet Tryphena and Tryphosa, who have labored in the Lord. Greet the beloved Persis, 

who labored much in the Lord.” Romans 16:12 

 

Most of the time when people in this day and age speak of labor, they speak of work and 

specifically of either work done with the end result of a paycheck and hopefully a job well 

done or perhaps volunteer work without pay but with the hope of service work that is 

successful toward whatever the end goal. There is, however, no greater labor on this planet 

earth than the labor of love offered in humble service to the Lord God almighty. In this 

verse are mentioned various laborers for Christ from long ago. 

 

Let us not miss our opportunity to receive the exciting, exhilarating, thrilling, and 

incredibly rewarding blessing of laboring for the Lord Jesus Christ as part of His worldwide 
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Body of followers laboring for Him in the building of His forever Kingdom of adoring 

children. Thank you Father for the utter privilege of laboring for you! Help us to serve you 

however you desire in whatever you desire with whomever you desire whenever you desire 

wherever you desire, and may YOU receive ALL THE GLORY in whatever it is to which 

you call us in serving you. AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 295 

 

“Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the 

doctrine which you learned, and avoid them. For those who are such do not serve our Lord 

Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech deceive the 

hearts of the simple.” Romans 16:17-18 

 

Yet another warning in God’s Word. His Word is full of so very much – warnings included. 

Warnings can be hard to hear. Very at times. Other times, maybe not so much. No matter 

what, we MUST listen to the warnings of the Lord – and heed them. This warning helps us 

see we need to AVOID deceivers and AVOID divisions and sins. We need to AVOID what 

goes against the Lord and His Word. Certainly we live in a world in which all of this is 

widespread and even growing. So what do we do? SEEK THE LORD. READ THE BIBLE. 

FOLLOW THE LEADING OF THE LORD. We can’t avoid everyone and everything. But 

the Lord in His love and mercy for us can lead and guide us and give us wisdom in each 

and every situation. 

 

His Spirit who lives inside His followers will help us through any and every situation so 

long as we yield ourselves to Him and keep our ears and eyes open to hearing Him and 

obeying Him as He mercifully protectively leads us on. I talked to a woman who told me 

she stays away from an enormous part of the Bible because she seemed to think it wasn’t 

very positive.  

 

ALL OF THE BIBLE IS IMPORTANT, and warnings no matter how hard they may be to 

hear are a vital part of God’s Word and instructions for our lives. Thank you, Father, for 

loving us so much you tell us THE TRUTH – YOUR TRUTH - in all matters and empower 

us to follow you in everything so we can live our lives in love, honor, and praise of you! 

AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 296 

 

“For your obedience has become known to all. Therefore I am glad on your behalf; but I 

want you to be wise in what is good, and simple concerning evil.” Romans 16:19 

 

What is the apostle Paul saying here about the obedience of the believers to whom he is 

writing? THEIR OBEDIENCE IS KNOWN! People know about their obedience! Can you 

imagine having the same said about us? That people near to us and dear to us as well as 

people with whom we may cross paths only briefly and even people far away and perhaps 
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even those who never meet us but simply hear about us KNOW THAT WE LIVE OUR 

LIVES IN DEVOTION AND OBEDIENCE TO CHRIST!  

 

What a blessed life it is when we can say we are entirely in the hands and at the mercy of 

Jesus! When we can say anyone who knows us and anyone who hears us would not hesitate 

to say we are Christ followers. Paul goes on to say something else here. Another blessing. 

The blessing of wisdom with which the Bible is filled to the brim! The Lord gives us His 

wisdom from start to finish of the Bible, doesn’t He?  

 

Here, through Paul, He reminds us to DO WHAT IS RIGHT and to NOT DO WHAT IS 

WRONG. Simple, isn’t it? But something of which we need to be continuously reminded. 

The life of a Christ follower is ABOUT THE LORD JESUS CHRIST – AND ABOUT 

LOVING, HONORING, SERVING, WORSHIPING, AND OBEYING THE LORD GOD 

ALMIGHTY! The life of obedience to the Lord is a blessed life. May we be known by such 

a life, you and I, oh may it be so! 

 

BLESSING 297 

 

“Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of 

Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret since the world began 

but now made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures made known to all nations, 

according to the commandment of the everlasting God, for obedience to the faith— to God, 

alone wise, be glory through Jesus Christ forever. Amen.” Romans 16:25-27 

 

Know what I did without fail for years, and something with which I still struggle if I forget 

or simply am not careful? I try to live as a Christ follower in my own strength attempting 

desperately to muster up enough human strength to live in a way honoring to the Lord. I 

somehow think what is impossible will be possible if somehow I can pull myself up by my 

bootstraps, to use a very old expression, and try, try, try to make it happen. Somehow, some 

way, I think I will figure out how I can obey the Lord in my own human power. Or lack 

thereof, to be perfectly honest!  

 

Truth? Look at these blessed verses! GOD IS THE ONE WHO ESTABLISHES US! 

ACCORDING TO THE GOOD AND GLORIOUS NEWS OF CHRIST. These verses help 

us see how Jesus was prophesied in scriptures before He came onto the scene and 

eventually went to the cross and was raised from the dead. The verses also speak of God 

being EVERLASTING and of how we are to be OBEDIENT. Now who gets the glory for 

ALL OF THIS? From the mystery in the Old Testament and the prophecies of Christ to the 

fulfillment of Jesus’ death and resurrection to the Gospel message to our salvation through 

Christ and to our living in obedience to Him once forgiven by God through Him and given 

the promise of everlasting life? Do we get the glory? Humans? Do we take the credit? Do 

we deserve it? NO WAY!  

 

THE LORD JESUS CHRIST GETS EVERY SINGLE OUNCE OF GLORY NOW AND 

FOREVER FOR EVERYTHING GOOD EVER IN THE UNIVERSE RIGHT DOWN TO 
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ANY OBEDIENCE WE ARE SO BLESSED AND FORTUNATE ENOUGH TO BE 

ABLE TO WALK IN! ALL GLORY for EVERYTHING GOOD in ALL OF TIME 

belongs to Jesus! HALLELUJAH! No, we can NEVER as humans muster up enough 

human “strength” (i.e. weakness when compared with God’s strength) to live the righteous 

life to which the Lord calls us. We must come running to the love, mercy, grace, and hope 

of Christ, to Christ Himself first and foremost, to receive all that He has for us each and 

every moment of our lives. Bless, bless, bless the Lord for His unfathomable goodness, oh, 

bless the Lord! HALLELUJAH! 

 

BLESSING 298 

 

“Then, as He was now drawing near the descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole 

multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the 

mighty works they had seen, saying: ‘Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the 

Lord!’ Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” And some of the Pharisees called to Him 

from the crowd, “Teacher, rebuke Your disciples.” But He answered and said to them, “I 

tell you that if these should keep silent, the stones would immediately cry out.” Luke 19:37-

40 

 

The disciples are crying out in these verses! With JOY! With REJOICING! 

CELEBRATING! PRAISING THE LORD! WORSHIPING GOD! They are NOT 

HOLDING back their praise! Why would they? They have seen the “MIGHTY WORKS” 

of the Lord over and again, and loudly they are EXPRESSING THEIR THANKSGIVING 

FOR THE GOODNESS OF GOD! They call Jesus King! They call Jesus Lord! They speak 

of the peace of God and the glory of God! The prideful arrogant appearance-oriented 

religious tradition-bound Pharisees want to silence the crowd. The result?  

 

Jesus makes plain and clear PRAISING THE LORD CANNOT BE STOPPED! He says 

EVEN THE ROCKS will shout out! Even the rocks will praise Him! The praises of God 

cannot be silenced! One day there will be a new heaven and a new earth and there will be 

praise and worship continually forevermore! In the meantime, we can BLESS THE LORD 

by not allowing ourselves to be silenced by anyone or anything. Should we not BLESS 

THE LORD in praise and song and thanksgiving and dance and writing and artwork and 

whatever He places on our hearts and calls us to do in the way of worshiping Him now and 

forever? Oh, bless the Lord! We are so blessed by God! Let us be a blessing to Him! How 

blessed we are to have the ability and the endless reasons to PRAISE AND BLESS THE 

LORD, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 299 

 

“And He looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury, and He saw also a 

certain poor widow putting in two mites. So He said, “Truly I say to you that this poor 

widow has put in more than all; for all these out of their abundance have put in offerings 

for God, but she out of her poverty put in all the livelihood that she had.”” Luke 21:1-4 
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Does the Lord want us to give Him a zillion dollars? Does He need any money at all? Or 

does He desire our hearts, our attention, our words, our thoughts, our focus, our actions? 

Does He want our loyalty, our devotion, our commitment, our obedience, our service? Does 

He want all we are and all we have? Does He want all our time, our seeking Him, our 

prayers to Him, our faithfulness to Him? Does He want ALL of us? 

 

In this little story, He honored the widow who gave virtually nothing in the grand scheme 

of things financially but gave out of her poverty. He didn’t honor those who gave a tiny bit 

out of their abundance. How tragic that our flesh fights obedience to Christ whether it be 

giving financially or whether most importantly it be the total giving of our entire hearts and 

lives to Christ as Lord. For the greatest blessing when it comes to giving is to give ALL 

OF OURSELVES to Jesus! For the blessedness of being in intimate fellowship with Him 

now and forever, of having Him as Lord and King and master of our lives, not to mention 

friend and sovereign God, what or who can possibly compare? 

 

The widow GAVE from the little she had. Giving to the Lord isn’t about possessions 

ultimately, is it? Isn’t it most of all about the heart? She gave from a heart filled with love 

and generosity and sacrifice, didn’t she? The others would barely give anything because 

they were consumed with themselves, weren’t they? We need to be consumed with Christ 

Jesus forever Lord! Oh, the blessedness of being His forevermore! May we give all we are 

and have to Jesus, may we give and give day by day now and forever – with no holding 

back. Let us surrender all to Jesus! ALL! Every penny the Lord wants us to give Him, 

which is all His anyway, quite assuredly, and every ounce of ourselves to Him – 

FOREVER! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 300 

 

“And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying 

in a manger.” 

 

“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 

saying: 

 

“Glory to God in the highest, 

And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 

 

So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said 

to one another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which 

the Lord has made known to us.”” Luke 2:12-15 

 

Some of us grew up with hearing this story at Christmas time as nothing more than a story 

that went along with Christmas trees and Christmas presents. Others of us heard the story 

over the years with an understanding of the birth of Christ. But how many of us, I wonder, 

truly, truly, truly reflect and meditate on the awesomeness of the birth of THE LORD OF 

LORDS, KING OF KINGS, AND SAVIOR OF THE WORLD?!  
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Can you imagine the joy of those angels celebrating His birth? Can you imagine those who 

got to see in person the fulfillment of the prophecy of the birth of JESUS THE CHRIST? 

Do you realize that baby in the manger is THE CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE who came 

in the flesh to this earth to die on the cross for us and be raised from the dead so we can be 

with Him forever if we receive Him as Lord through repentance and faith in Him as Lord?  

 

How often do we consider His birth outside of Christmas time? How often do we stop 

everything else we’re doing and thinking and simply meditate on the beauty and majesty 

and glory and wonder of THE LORD JESUS CHRIST whose followers will be WITH HIM 

FOREVERMORE?! OH, glory be to the Lord! Blessing, blessing, the greatest blessing 

ever born. JESUS THE CHRIST, King of Kings for ETERNITY, HALLELUJAH, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 301 

 

““But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, 

drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly. For it will 

come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth. Watch therefore, and 

pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to 

pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.”” Luke 21:34-36 

 

How could verses like these possibly contain a blessing? Isn’t this the very reason some 

people don’t want to have anything to do with the Bible? And think of the Lord as a 

punishing God who is anything but loving and forgiving? This is hard, hard, hard to read, 

isn’t it? Oh, let us not miss the blessing here. The BLESSINGS. Yes, multiple blessings!  

 

The Lord blesses us by LOVING US AND WARNING US that He will return and people 

will be judged and we need to get our acts together NOW and turn from our sins and turn 

to Him in faith, love, and obedience. His warning is borne of love and care and His desire 

that we be saved from His wrath through faith in Him and devotion to Him so we can be 

with Him forever.  

 

What does He tell us to do? To WATCH and what? PRAY! More blessings. We can watch 

for what’s coming because He warns of what’s coming. We can read the Bible including 

the passages around these verses and learn of what will unfold as the world draws to a 

close. We can be ready. We can get ready. And we can PRAY. 

 

Blessings because we are being warned so we can PREPARE which includes purifying our 

hearts and lives for Christ AND which includes PRAYING! We will all one day stand 

before the Lord. Let us be ready! 

 

 Thank you, Father, for blessing us with lovingly and mercifully warning us, with 

conforming us to yourself, with making us ready for your return, oh, Jesus, with calling us 

to repentance and salvation in the first place and then continually refining us in making us 

ready for your glorious return. Thank you, dear Father! AMEN! 
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BLESSING 302 

 

“Then early in the morning all the people came to Him in the temple to hear Him.” Luke 

21:38 

 

What if we all realized how very blessed we are to wake each morning? To be given another 

day of life? And what if we all began our days with the Lord Jesus Christ? Well, we can’t 

make others do this. But we sure can make this decision ourselves. To begin our days with 

Jesus. Look at this little verse. So few words. The kind of verse we could easily skip over 

trying to get to the point of the scriptures following. But let us not skip over it. Let’s look 

right at it! When did the people go to the temple to hear Jesus? IN THE MORNING! 

 

One of the most wonderful things about faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is we don’t have to 

go anywhere to have it. It’s in our hearts! And one of the most incredible things about the 

Bible is we don’t have to go somewhere specific or special to read the Bible and hear from 

the Lord. Wherever we are with our Bible, we can open it and listen to the Lord speak to 

our hearts. I used to limit the Lord to certain times of day or night. I would spend a bit of 

time with Him, run off, forget about my time with Him, forget about Him, forget about 

what I read in the Bible, etc. Until the next time I gave Him a bit of my time. How sad, how 

appalling really. 

 

The Lord of the universe should be NUMBER ONE IN OUR LIVES! And IN OUR 

HEARTS! So why not acknowledge HOW BLESSED WE ARE that “EARLY IN THE 

MORNING” and ANY TIME OF DAY OR NIGHT we can spend time with the Lord? 

Even if it’s not concentrated, dedicated time whereby we are alone with Jesus and the Bible 

with nothing else to do, we can still whatever we’re doing, wherever we are, with 

whomever we are, we can pray to the Lord, listen to the Lord, acknowledge the Lord, thank 

the Lord, obey the Lord, etc. 

 

May He be the foundation of our hearts and lives. May He be the very center of our lives. 

May He be our all and all. Beginning with the beginning of the day. IN THE MORNING. 

EARLY! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 303 

 

“Oh, give thanks to the Lord! 

Call upon His name; 

Make known His deeds among the peoples!” Psalm 105:1 

 

Whose name should we call on? Above every other name? THE LORD JESUS CHRIST! 

We can call a friend. We can call family. We can call an employer. We can call the doctor. 

We can call a business owner. THE NAME ABOVE ALL NAMES UPON WHOM WE 

NEED TO CALL ABOVE ANYTHING OR ANYONE ELSE IS JESUS!  

 



139 

 

And whom should we thank over and again now and tomorrow and forever? THE LORD 

JESUS CHRIST!  

 

And whom should we talk about to the world all around us? THE LORD JESUS CHRIST! 

Oh, blessed be the name of the Lord Jesus Christ! Let us express our love, let us express 

our devotion, let us express our thanksgiving WITH OUR HEARTS, WITH OUR 

MOUTHS, and IN OUR ACTIONS. YES! We are BLESSED to have opportunities for 

now – and FOREVER – to do just this. So let us do so, oh, yes! 

 

BLESSING 304 

 

“Sing to Him, sing psalms to Him; 

Talk of all His wondrous works!” Psalm 105:2 

 

Some love to sing. Some love to talk. Some love to do artwork. Some love to write. Some 

love nature. Some love to dance. Oh, how plentiful are the ways we can express our love 

for the Lord to God almighty. How blessed we are He gives us so very many ways to love 

and worship Him – to express our thanksgiving to Him. And to tell the world all about 

Him! Let us worship the Lord, let us tell the world about the Lord, let us express to Him 

our thankfulness, let us bless the Lord – in every way He leads us to express to Him our 

love for Him, oh, let it be so, oh yes! AMEN!  

 

BLESSING 305 

 

“Seek the Lord and His strength; 

Seek His face evermore!” Psalm 105:4 

 

We can seek the Lord and not have Him. We can seek His strength and not have it. We can 

seek His face – His very presence – and not have it. We don’t deserve any of this. We don’t 

deserve the Lord. We don’t deserve His strength. We most certainly don’t deserve to be in 

His forever presence – now on earth to be in relationship with Him by faith in Him nor 

everlastingly in heaven when we will see Him face to face. No, none of this do we deserve 

because of our sins and His perfectness, His holiness. But in His lovingkindness, in His 

blessed sweet mercy, because of His death and resurrection, we have access to all of this – 

TO THE LORD HIMSELF and to forever fellowship with Him – through faith in Him and 

our lives being devoted to Him. Oh, the blessedness of the Lord, His strength, His 

fellowship, to His everlasting presence, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 306 

 

“Remember His marvelous works which He has done, 

His wonders, and the judgments of His mouth,” Psalm 105:5 

 

Blessings, blessings, more and more blessings! If we look back at our lives, no matter how 

hard or easy they have been, no matter the challenges, no matter the joys, no matter what, 
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we as humans are blessed by the Lord in so very many ways. But how often do we truly 

give honor, praise, and glory and thanksgiving to God almighty for the blessings He 

bestows upon us day in and day out from the tiniest of things to the very greatest who is 

Himself? 

 

Why in this verse does it say, “REMEMBER”? I am not the psalmist. I do not know. But I 

can only suppose WE ALL NEED THE REMINDER that WE NEED TO REMEMBER 

ALL THE BEAUTIFUL THINGS THE LORD HAS DONE IN OUR LIVES. In our 

humanness, in our flesh, in our self-centered nature and our ever need to die to self and take 

up our crosses and live for Jesus, we are all too capable of getting our focus off of the Lord 

and forgetting His awesomeness, His goodness, His splendor and wonder and glory and 

amazingness. And do we not also need the reminder to PRAISE THE LORD?! Do we not 

sometimes in our humanness neglect to praise the Lord as well we should – continually?  

 

Praise, praise, praise Him, let us praise, praise, and bless, bless, bless the Lord God 

almighty, oh bless you, Lord! Oh, Lord! Praise your holy most precious most heavenly 

forever all-powerful name, thank you Lord! REMEMBER TO PRAISE HIM! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 307 

 

“Now a leper came to Him, imploring Him, kneeling down to Him and saying to Him, “If 

You are willing, You can make me clean.” 

 

Then Jesus, moved with compassion, stretched out His hand and touched him, and said to 

him, “I am willing; be cleansed.” As soon as He had spoken, immediately the leprosy left 

him, and he was cleansed.” Mark 1:40-42 

 

Look at the gentle, tender, loving blessedness of the Lord in these verses. Note the very 

language. “MOVED WITH COMPASSION.” “STRETCHED OUT HIS HAND”. 

“TOUCHED HIM”. The lepers were considered to be the untouchables, weren’t they? 

Jesus could have refused to touch the man. He could have touched him with some long pole 

or something over his hand. He could have even just walked the other way. But he had 

COMPASSION – and showed that COMPASSION in his actions. Including healing the 

man!  

 

Do you think this is just about Jesus and a leper? Or is it also about us? We because of our 

sins are like untouchables when it comes to God almighty. Because of sin, our sins, we 

can’t spend forever in God’s holy, righteous presence. But because of THE COMPASSION 

of the Lord, because He is “MOVED WITH COMPASSION”, because He went to the 

cross for us and was raised from the dead, we can repent, believe in Him as Lord, and be 

forgiven and be given everlasting life. 

 

Jesus’ compassion is so blessedly wonderfully marvelously manifested in His death and 

resurrection and in our salvation, but the height and depth and breadth of His compassion 

for His children He adopts into His forever family through repentance and faith in Him is 
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immeasurable, isn’t it? Day in and day out, throughout every day of our lives, the Lord 

blesses us right down to our very next breath. Because of His blessed love and compassion. 

On us humans who because of our sins deserve no good at all. But who because of God’s 

grace are given love and good beyond measure through Christ! Bless you, Jesus! Bless you 

Lord!  

 

BLESSING 308 

 

“Then He went out again by the sea; and all the multitude came to Him, and He taught 

them.” Mark 2:13 

 

Such a bittersweet verse this is in my heart. So beautiful, yes, sweet. So sad, so tragic. But 

why? Absolutely impressive, extraordinary, even, how many people came to Jesus AND 

WERE TAUGHT BY HIM. Over and again in the Bible, people COME TO JESUS TO 

HEAR HIM. We must, we must absolutely do this. Not just then. But now. All of us. After 

all, He is LORD! And TEACHER! MASTER! Savior! And so very many other wonderful 

things!  

 

The sad part to all of this is how few people I meet who say they believe Jesus is Lord are 

fully devoted to the Lord AND TO SPENDING TIME ALONE WITH HIM AND THE 

BIBLE TO LEARN FROM HIM AND TO BE CONFORMED TO HIM BY HIS HOLY 

SPIRIT WHO LIVES INSIDE AND TEACHES HIS FOLLOWERS. Have you ever 

considered the absolutely stunningly remarkable blessing that JESUS CHRIST LORD OF 

ALL HAS GIVEN US HIS WORD THE BIBLE AND WANTS US TO SIT IN HIS 

PRESENCE AND LEARN FROM HIM AND OF HIM AND GROW IN HIM AND BY 

HIM IN HIS WAYS FOR HIS GLORY? Oh, what a blessing! Let us express our 

thanksgiving for this blessing by COMING TO JESUS AND HEARING HIM AS HE 

TEACHES US BY HIS SPIRIT THROUGH HIS WORD! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 309 

 

“And it came to pass, when all the people had completely crossed over the Jordan, that the 

Lord spoke to Joshua, saying: “Take for yourselves twelve men from the people, one man 

from every tribe, and command them, saying, ‘Take for yourselves twelve stones from here, 

out of the midst of the Jordan, from the place where the priests’ feet stood firm. You shall 

carry them over with you and leave them in the lodging place where you lodge tonight.’ ” 

 

Then Joshua called the twelve men whom he had appointed from the children of Israel, one 

man from every tribe; and Joshua said to them: “Cross over before the ark of the Lord your 

God into the midst of the Jordan, and each one of you take up a stone on his shoulder, 

according to the number of the tribes of the children of Israel, that this may be a sign among 

you when your children ask in time to come, saying, ‘What do these stones mean to you?’ 

Then you shall answer them that the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the 

covenant of the Lord; when it crossed over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut 

off. And these stones shall be for a memorial to the children of Israel forever.” 
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And the children of Israel did so, just as Joshua commanded, and took up twelve stones 

from the midst of the Jordan, as the Lord had spoken to Joshua,…” Joshua 4:1-8 

 

Some people refer to this story in the Bible as the story about the “memorial stones”. That 

is how I, myself, remember the story. The people were told to gather up “memorial stones” 

to remember what the Lord had done for them. Some people keep journals about the Lord’s 

goodness. Some people write songs about the Lord’s goodness. Some people write books 

about the Lord’s goodness. Some people write screenplays about the Lord’s goodness. 

Some people constantly tell others about the Lord’s goodness. There are so many ways we 

can express to the world the Lord’s goodness.  

 

Most importantly of all is that we express our praise to the Lord for His goodness. And we 

must not forget. For the Lord makes clear in His Word there have been times people have 

forgotten great acts of His goodness. Do we not find ourselves doing the same at times? 

Forgetting His goodness? Let us not forget. Whether we create our own “memorial stones” 

or simply store up our memories of His goodness in our hearts, may we not only remember 

His goodness. But may we continually praise Him for it. This story is a blessed reminder 

of what we must not forget. The goodness, the greatness, the glory of almighty God!  

 

BLESSING 310 

 

“Have mercy upon me, O God, 

According to Your lovingkindness; 

According to the multitude of Your tender mercies, 

Blot out my transgressions.” Psalm 51:1 

 

David is pleading with God for mercy. You can read the full story of David and his sin and 

his redemption by God in the Bible. But think about this verse, if you would, not as far as 

it concerns David. Let us think about it concerning ourselves. How blessed we are we can 

cry out to God for mercy and ask Him to forgive us our sins! Because of the Lord’s 

“LOVINGKINDNESS” and His “TENDER MERCIES”, we can through the shed blood 

of Jesus Christ on the cross receive the Lord’s forgiveness when we turn from our sins and 

turn to Him with true sorrow over what we have done. Let us not take for granted the Lord’s 

mercy, His grace, His forgiveness, and the love of which all His mercy, grace, and 

forgiveness are borne! Let us express our thanksgiving to Him for His sweet tender lovely 

kind mercy! By His grace alone is His mercy bestowed upon us! Thank you dear and 

precious Father!  

 

BLESSING 311 

 

“Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 

And in sin my mother conceived me.” Psalm 51:5 

 

The psalmist is speaking of his own self, but the truth is every single human being is born 

into a world of sin. And is a sinner by nature. By the very fact we are human. None of us 
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is perfect. We all need the love and grace of God. We all need His forgiveness. We all need 

Christ who died on the cross for us and was raised from the dead. We all need to turn from 

our sins and to turn to Him as Lord. We all need to put our trust in Him as Savior. And as 

our Lord. As master and redeemer. As healer and King.  

 

How very sad this verse would be if we did not know God has provided an answer to sin. 

The perfect atonement. The one who died in our place. The Lord Jesus Christ. How blessed 

we are when we humble ourselves before God as the psalmist does in this verse and 

CONFESS WE ARE SINNERS IN NEED OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST WHO IS 

SAVIOR. How blessed we are when we commit our lives to Christ to receive God’s 

forgiveness and the promise of everlasting life! Not hell nor lake of fire as we deserve for 

our sins, but instead forever with Jesus by His grace alone.  

 

Some verses seem so sad, so tragic, so hard, so difficult, so painful, so powerful, so 

convicting. But when we remember God’s mercy, then we see those scriptures as blessings 

because they help us see our need so we cry out to the Lord who is the one true answer to 

our need. Lord forever. God forevermore. Oh, thank you precious Savior! Jesus, you are 

Lord! You are Savior! Hallelujah God! Hallelujah Father! Thank you, one true God 

almighty! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 312 

 

“being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, 

maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, 

backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to 

parents, undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; who, knowing the 

righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not 

only do the same but also approve of those who practice them.” Romans 1:29-32 

 

Some verses in the Bible are so difficult to read. Like these. So why does the Lord include 

them in the Bible? For various reasons. Including these. In His love for us, He warns us 

what not to do. In His mercy for us, He shows us our need for Him and His salvation. In 

His kindness, He convicts us and leads us to repentance. In His desire to teach us, He tells 

us of the history of humankind including the evil ways of people all the way back to Adam 

and Eve in the Garden of Eve. And He tells us of the future and where things are headed 

including the abundance of evil before Jesus’ ultimate return as the final steps unfold of 

what God has planned – with the end result of a new heaven and a new earth to be enjoyed 

by all on this earth who repent and turn to Christ as Lord. Let us be thankful the Lord does 

not hold back the Truth from us, but that He uses the Truth to bring conviction, to lead us 

to repentance, and to lead us through repentance to Him and forever with Him! 

 

BLESSING 313 

 

“And when He got into the boat, he who had been demon-possessed begged Him that he 

might be with Him. However, Jesus did not permit him, but said to him, “Go home to your 
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friends, and tell them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He has had 

compassion on you.”” Mark 5:18-19 

 

Should it be any surprise the demon-possessed man when he was miraculously healed by 

Jesus wanted to stay with Jesus? Talk about a miracle. Read the story in its entirety and 

you will see just how miraculous this story truly was. But Jesus didn’t tell the man it was 

okay for him to stay with Him. He told the man to tell others about what Jesus had done 

for him. The man obeyed Jesus and went and told many. What a blessing it is when the 

Lord performs a miracle in our lives! What a blessing it is that He allows us to spend time 

alone with Him and the Bible! What a blessing that the Lord calls us to go tell others about 

Him! In our case, it’s not one or the other. It’s not either we stay with Him like the man 

wanted to do or go tell others as Jesus told him to do. We get to do both! Day by day as we 

follow Jesus, we can and should take time alone with Him to pray, read the Bible, listen to 

the Lord, and grow in relationship with Him. And we can and should tell the world about 

Him. We are blessed, so very blessed!  

 

BLESSING 314 

 

“Before the mountains were brought forth, 

Or ever You had formed the earth and the world, 

Even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God.” Psalm 90:2 

 

What more needs to be said? Is there anything greater in the universe than the Lord? No! 

And God isn’t for a moment. He isn’t for a century. He isn’t for several centuries THE 

LORD IS FOREVER. HE IS FOREVER GOD. HE IS ALMIGHTY FOREVERMORE! 

And we who believe in and follow Him as Lord are promised EVERLASTING WITH 

HIM! King of Kings! Lord of Lords! Name above every other name! Everlasting Father! 

Prince of the greatest peace that ever was or is or ever will be. God of every ounce of 

comfort ever known or that will ever be. Lord of compassion. God, giver, of everything 

good. Creator of every blessing ever. Jesus for eternity. Perhaps nothing more needs to be 

said in reading Psalm 90:2, but how can we look at that verse in this little book and not be 

ecstatically filled with JOY that JESUS CHRIST IS LORD FOREVER – “FROM 

EVERLASTING TO EVERLASTING”. AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 315 

 

“You have set our iniquities before You, 

Our secret sins in the light of Your countenance.” Psalm 90:8 

 

Oh my! My goodness! My Lord! My God! Forgive us our sins! Lead this world to 

repentance! Lead us all to your feet! God sees EVERY SINGLE ONE OF OUR SINS! Of 

ALL OF HUMANITY! And JESUS CHRIST DIED TO PAY THE PUNISHMENT FOR 

ALL OF THEM! So as indescribably hard as it is to conceive that the Lord sees our sins 

and sets them before Him according to this scripture, and that NO SIN is unseen by Him, 
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that there is no sin kept secret from God, we are INFINITELY BLESSED that we can 

TURN FROM OUR SINS and TURN TO JESUS AS LORD and BE FORGIVEN!  

And, in being forgiven, receive forever life with God. 

 

Oh, that we would turn, turn to the Lord. That we would truly devote our lives to Him. That 

we would get rid of any notion that we can hide anything at all from God. And that we 

would rejoice that as difficult as this scripture is to swallow, that it brings to light that WE 

NEED GOD’S FORGIVENESS and that ONLY IN CHRIST can we be forgiven! Repent, 

repent, let us all repent! For our sins! For God’s forgiveness! So we can be forever with 

Him, amen! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 316 

 

“And when He had removed him, He raised up for them David as king, to whom also He 

gave testimony and said, ‘I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, 

who will do all My will.’” Acts 13:22 

 

Ever heard the expression, “a man after God’s own heart”? It’s not just an expression! It’s 

a verse in the Bible! And the Lord is referring to King David. A man who FAILED and 

who SINNED AGAINST GOD so vividly, so blatantly, that no way God could ever forgive 

him, right? Wrong! No way could God ever make something of David’s life after that, 

right? Wrong! No way would God ever use David’s life even all these years later right on 

this very day in fact as you read this to help someone else to follow the Lord, right? Wrong! 

DAVID REPENTED! And GOD FORGAVE HIM! And GOD USED HIM MIGHTILY. 

And GOD IS STILL USING DAVID THROUGH DAVID’S STORY. And God shows us 

in this verse that DAVID’S HEART FOR GOD, his heart AFTER GOD’S OWN HEART 

showed forth in OBEDIENCE.  

 

David wasn’t the only one with a heart. GOD HAS A HEART. And we are so 

immeasurably blessed to see God’s heart in God’s Word – and to have the opportunity to 

choose and to learn to have a heart after God’s heart. May we each and every day strive in 

God’s strength to humbly seek after the heart of God, to seek after the will of God, and to 

seek to please the Lord by fulfilling His will for us. How blessed we are when we are after 

God’s heart! Oh, may we be! May we be children of God after His own heart! Yes, HIS! 

HIS EVERLASTING HEART! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 317 

 

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of 

lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.” James 1:17 

 

People who love each other and care about each other or even simply people who feel they 

should or are obligated to for whatever reason give gifts to one another, right? But these 

gifts of the world are temporary. They are material. They are worldly. We cut off the 

ribbons, we tear off the pretty paper, we open up the boxes, we lift up and out the gifts, and 
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we may or may not enjoy them and thank those if we’re polite and well-mannered for giving 

us the gifts. Then off we go on to the next gift or next activity or next whatever comes next 

in our lives.  

 

THE GREATEST GIFT in the universe is THE LORD JESUS CHRIST and FOREVER 

FELLOWSHIP WITH JESUS through repentance and faith in Him as Lord and Savior 

with our lives truly devoted to Him. The next greatest gifts are all His spiritual blessings 

like love, forgiveness, peace, hope, joy, mercy, grace, etc. Then there are all the gifts He 

gives us day to day that are physical like food, shelter, water, clothing, medical care, etc. 

God’s gifts go on and on – forever. His giving nature, His generosity, His sacrificial heart, 

His giving of gifts, all of this goes on forever. For He is forever.  

 

Whether we receive something as small as a loving little gift from a loving friend or 

whether we receive something as awesome as God’s forgiveness for when we fell short in 

something earlier in the day, ALL gifts we can thank the Lord God almighty for. For 

everything good, no matter how small or how enormous, everything good is from the Lord.  

 

We are blessed beyond anything we can even fathom, aren’t we? Let us not neglect to thank 

the Lord for our blessings. Let us not take the gifts He gives us for granted. Let us praise 

the Lord with joyful, thankful, passionate hearts. Passionate for Christ. Passionate to thank 

the Lord. Passionate to love and serve Him forever, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 318 

 

“His name shall endure forever; 

His name shall continue as long as the sun. 

And men shall be blessed in Him; 

All nations shall call Him blessed. 

 

Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, 

Who only does wondrous things! 

And blessed be His glorious name forever! 

And let the whole earth be filled with His glory. 

Amen and Amen.” Psalm 72:17-19 

 

Do you just get so excited reading these verses? I do! I love the word FOREVER. It reminds 

me of THE LORD – and that those of us who faithfully follow Jesus get to spend 

FOREVER with Jesus! And how when we think of FOREVER WITH THE LORD can we 

not be so humbled, so thrilled, so passionate, so zealous, so IN LOVE WITH THE LORD, 

so desirous to LIVE FOR THE LORD, so wanting to PRAISE THE LORD, to join with 

His followers worldwide in saying, PRAISE THE LORD?! Just think about it. “LET THE 

WHOLE EARTH BE FILLED WITH HIS GLORY”. How exciting is that? 

INDESCRIBABLY! IMMEASURABLY! WONDERFULLY! FABULOUSLY! JOY 

JOY JOY! JOY JOY JOY! AMEN! 
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BLESSINGS 319 

 

“I will also meditate on all Your work, 

And talk of Your deeds.” Psalm 77:12 

 

This world thinks of meditation in so many ungodly ways. So often it is used in relation to 

false gods, to false religions, to false beliefs, to the idea of feeling good, to the idea of 

pleasing self. The Bible refers to meditation in the context of THINKING OF GOD AND 

GOD’S WORD. REFLECTING ON HIM AND THE BIBLE. The Hebrew word translated 

into MEDITATE in the Old Testament per Strong’s concordance also implies TO TALK. 

In that sense, then, we are to THINK ABOUT and TALK ABOUT GOD AND HIS 

WORD! Let us be ever thankful to the Lord for giving us the best person and the best thing 

in the universe to meditate on. HIMSELF – and HIS WORD! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 320 

 

“From the end of the earth I will cry to You, 

When my heart is overwhelmed; 

Lead me to the rock that is higher than I.” Psalm 61:2 

 

Ever felt overwhelmed? No greater place to go than to Jesus. The Lord Jesus Christ. He 

will help us. Hold us. Comfort us. Teach us. Grow us. Bless us. Change us. Draw us. Carry 

us. Do whatever He desires with us in His love for us. Those of us who follow Him can 

rest assured when we are living in obedience to Him that He is right here with us and will 

take us into His shelter whenever we need to take refuge in Him. When we are 

overwhelmed, we are blessed with being able to run into His everlasting strong arms. Oh, 

the blessedness, the blissfulness, of learning to rest in Jesus. The rock that is higher than us 

all. Oh, blessed Jesus, thank you! 

 

BLESSING 321 

 

“The Lord will perfect that which concerns me; 

Your mercy, O Lord, endures forever; 

Do not forsake the works of Your hands.” Psalm 138:8 

 

Do you need to be perfected? We all do! Being born again spiritually when we receive 

God’s forgiveness through repenting and trusting in Christ as Lord, devoting our hearts and 

lives to Him and His ways, is THE BEGINNING – NOT the end. We need to go through 

a perfecting PROCESS. Sanctification. I heard someone say long ago we are 

POSITIONALLY MADE HOLY when we receive Christ as Lord. But we need to 

BECOME holy. God’s ways need to be perfected in us. BY HIM. By HIS SPIRIT. Through 

HIS WORD. For HIS GLORY.  

 

Who will do the perfecting? Us? Can we make ourselves perfect? No! If we could, we 

wouldn’t need Jesus in the first place! This verse from the Old Testament is such a lovely 
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pointer to what will happen once we hand our lives over to Jesus. HE WILL PERFECT us. 

By HIS MERCY. And His mercy lasts for how long? As the Bible tells us over and again, 

FOREVER! God blesses us in saving us. God blesses us in perfecting His love in us. God 

blesses us by teaching us His ways. God blesses us by conforming us to Himself. God 

blesses us by growing us in His image.  

 

Oh, sure, there are some tough growing pains along the way. And some super tough testing 

of our faith no doubt. But even in the pains of growth, when we are submitted to Christ, He 

is right here with us as He transforms us into the men and women of God He created us to 

be! Thank you Jesus! Thank you Lord! Lord forever! Forever King! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 322 

 

“So all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years. And Enoch walked with 

God; and he was not, for God took him.” Genesis 5:23-24 

 

Enoch is a man early on in the Bible who didn’t die the usual natural death people die. He 

simply was walking on this earth one day. Then he was with God. Was he walking alone? 

Not according to the Bible. He WALKED WITH GOD! Do you know by faith we can do 

the same right here on this earth? Oh, no, we don’t see Him physically walking beside us. 

But by faith we can walk right alongside Him as He walks right beside us. Together. In 

fact, when we are Christ’s followers, the Spirit of God is IN us! Then will come the glorious 

day we will be face to face FOREVER! 

 

Those of us who follow Him on this earth, who believe in Him as Lord and live according 

to His ways will yes most assuredly see Him in His full magnificent wondrous splendorous 

glory! The Bible tells us we are to “WALK BY FAITH” (2 Cor. 5:7)  and to “WALK IN 

LOVE” (Ephesians 5:2). Most of all, as we walk by faith in love, we WALK WITH THE 

LORD! Hallelujah! The blessing? There is no greater one in whose company we can walk 

than in HIS!!!! 

 

BLESSING 323 

 

“Be angry, and do not sin. 

Meditate within your heart on your bed, and be still. Selah” Psalm 4:4 

 

Why do you suppose this is all one verse? What could anger possibly have to do with 

meditation? Oh, sometimes it seems there are so many layers and levels and lessons in 

God’s Word. And that is so true, isn’t it? We can see something in a verse one day and 

something deeper or totally different the next. God grows us along the way when we’re 

surrendered to Him. This verse? As humans, we will find ourselves angry at times. But we 

can’t afford to stay there when we find ourselves there. Otherwise we will fall into sin. And 

need to repent. Far too many times, I’ve been there. Done that. Needed the Lord’s mercy.  
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What if we meditate on the Lord and His Word when we find ourselves tempted with anger? 

What if we go to the Lord with our angry hearts? What if we get rid of the thoughts and 

feelings and replace them with God’s Word? What if we love and forgive instead of lash 

out and seek vengeance? What if we follow Jesus instead of our flesh? We need to learn to 

do just this.  

 

As for meditating, this is NOT to be restricted to just when we’re angry. The Lord makes 

clear in His Word meditation on His Word is to be an ongoing practice. Part of our very 

way of life following Him. Being still? Not the easiest for some of us. In fact, downright 

hard for people like myself. Yet shouldn’t the greatest act of stillness be in our hearts? To 

be still before the Lord. To wait on Him. To seek Him. Pray to Him. Listen for Him. Hear 

Him. Fear Him. Love Him. Obey Him. Scriptures like this are nuggets of wisdom from 

above. Blessings from heaven. From God’s heart. For our well-being. Blessings from Jesus. 

Let us rejoice over all the Lord’s blessings. So many, many – and many more! AMEN. 

 

BLESSING 324 

 

“Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent 

of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And the Lord was sorry that He had 

made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. So the Lord said, “I will destroy 

man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both man and beast, creeping thing 

and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made them.” But Noah found grace in the 

eyes of the Lord.” Genesis 6:5-8 

 

This is one of the saddest most tragic verses in the Bible in my estimate. God grieving over 

His creation because of our wickedness as humans. The audacity of us to rebel against our 

Creator in thoughts, words, and actions. Not just then. But throughout time. Yet the Lord 

who could have given up on us then, and to this very day, because of our sins against Him, 

not only didn’t give up. But He is fulfilling the plan He has had all along to call humanity 

to repent and to turn to Christ as Lord in order to be forgiven and spend forever with Him 

instead of being forever apart from Him in hell and the lake of fire due to our wickedness. 

 

Isn’t it something how verses that are so gut wrenchingly heart breaking contain within 

them the tiny seed of the hope of the greatest blessing that ever was, is, or will be. The hope 

of Christ. For when God chose to use Noah to save humanity at that time, He was setting 

the stage ultimately not for a temporary human deliverer but for an eternal unsurpassed, 

brilliant SAVIOR! Jesus! The Christ! Forever shall live the Lord! Oh, rejoice! Jesus – 

SAVIOR and FOREVER AND EVER LORD! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 325 

 

“Then God said, “Let the waters abound with an abundance of living creatures, and let birds 

fly above the earth across the face of the firmament of the heavens.” So God created great 

sea creatures and every living thing that moves, with which the waters abounded, according 

to their kind, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 
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And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, 

and let birds multiply on the earth.” So the evening and the morning were the fifth day. 

 

Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth the living creature according to its kind: cattle 

and creeping thing and beast of the earth, each according to its kind”; and it was so.” 

Genesis 1:20-24 

 

Here, in the very early stages of creation, God is creating nature and animals. Is it possible 

we go about our lives taking so very much for granted? Is it possible we lack true 

thanksgiving on a regular basis for all the countless ways the Lord manifests His love and 

glory in the beauty of the infinite blessings He bestows upon us?  

 

Let these verses be a reminder to us that all good is from God, and that we should take 

nothing at all for granted. Instead, we should be as infinitely thankful for our blessings as 

there are blessings He gives to us. Bless the Lord! Bless Him! Bless Him for His blessings! 

Let us be thankful! For nature, for animals, for the sun and moon and stars, for the sea and 

rivers and ocean, for mountains and sunlight, for the sunrise and sunset, for people and 

food, water, shelter, clothing, for cars and airplanes, for friends and families, for marriage 

and weddings and birth, for healing and birthdays, for grandchildren and grandparents, for 

loving parents, and, most of all, for the Creator and giver of all that is wonderful, for every 

blessing, for God almighty, for Jesus the Christ, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 326 

 

“A faithful man will abound with blessings, 

But he who hastens to be rich will not go unpunished.” Proverbs 28:20 

 

Someone who is faithful will overflow with blessings, says this verse. Faithful to what? 

Faithful to whom? One who is faithful to the Lord Jesus Christ, who is fully devoted to 

Him, who lives entirely for Him rather than for self, this world, and the devil, is he or she 

not abundantly blessed? Oh, yes, yes, yes. But not necessarily in material ways. Not 

necessarily in worldly ways. Not necessarily in physically tangible ways. Though any of 

this may certainly occur. But are not the greatest blessings spiritual, and is the greatest 

blessing of all not the Lord Himself and to be in His forever fellowship? And then, from 

there, do not the blessings go on and on – and on? Love, hope, peace, joy, the promise of 

heaven, comfort, Christ’s compassion, the wonderfulness of worship, the rejoicing in 

praise, the satisfaction and fulfillment and happiness that come with spending time in the 

presence of Jesus, the treasure trove that is the Bible, and on, and on, yes on. So many, 

many blessings – all beginning with Jesus.  

 

And the rich, according to the verse? The person who hurries to wealth will be punished, 

according to this proverb. I don’t have a full understanding of this, do you? I can only 

imagine that what we need to be rushing toward is not the acquiring of material possessions, 

of physical wealth. But our greatest love, and priority, and hope and desire should be Christ 
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Himself. Hallelujah! Blessed Christ, blessed Jesus, blessed joy, blessed love, blessed Jesus 

forever Lord! The greatest riches of all. In Jesus. Hallelujah!  

 

BLESSING 327 

 

“So I spoke to you; yet you would not listen, but rebelled against the command of the Lord, 

and presumptuously went up into the mountain.” Deuteronomy 1:43 

 

A friend pointed me to this verse many years ago. How can there be a blessing in this? It’s 

yet another hard Bible verse, isn’t it? Moses whom the Lord used to bring the Israelites out 

of bondage in Egypt is speaking to them. He is telling there here they went 

“presumptuously” up the mountain. In other words, they went without the leading and 

command and timing of the Lord. Without Him! They went on their own! They went 

because they took control. They went because they decided they knew what was best. They 

left the Lord behind, so to speak.  

 

Do we not sometimes do the very same thing? And find out such rebellion comes with 

consequences? Scriptures like these might not seem like blessings, but the Lord in His 

Word is continually giving us WISDOM and DIRECTION and COMMANDS and 

INSTRUCTION and COUNSEL and WARNINGS and HOPE and so very much more. 

This verse isn’t merely a little piece of history from long ago. In it is the blessing of God’s 

counsel to us that we need to WAIT ON HIM and to BE LED BY HIM in HIS TIME and 

to FOLLOW HIM where HE LEADS US because HE IS LORD!  

 

You can study Deuteronomy including the first chapter of it not to mention the Old 

Testament in its fullness and richness and entirety to learn so incredibly much including 

how exactly the people acted “presumptuously.” And, even without the full context, even 

in this simple verse, you and I can be advised, and warned, not to go rushing forward 

without waiting on the Spirit of God to lead us forth!  

 

BLESSING 328 

 

“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.” John 10:27 

 

Those of us who believe in Jesus, those of us who follow Jesus, those of us who live for 

Jesus, we have the ability by His Spirit either directly in His Word or via the Spirit of God 

speaking to our hearts in line with the Word to hear God talking to us!  

 

We are His sheep, He is our Great Shepherd, and He speaks to His people! He speaks to 

His sheep! His voice is truly a blessing beyond measure. Read the Word daily, learn to 

recognize His voice, measure all that you believe you hear from the Lord against the Bible 

because the Spirit of God will ALWAYS and ONLY speak in line with it. We are not to 

simply hear the Lord. We are to hear AND FOLLOW THE LORD. Oh, bless our Great 

Shepherd for speaking to His blessed sheep! We are so blessed! Do we even realize how 

blessed we are? 
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BLESSING 329 

 

“I will praise You, O Lord my God, with all my heart, 

And I will glorify Your name forevermore.” Psalm 86:12 

 

The psalmist refers to praising the Lord with ALL His heart. And how long does he desire 

and commit to glorify the Lord? FOREVER. ALL and FOREVER are incredible words, 

aren’t they? Oh, the fullness! The richness! The enormity of this! The longevity of this! Of 

what? Of WORSHIPING GOD ALIMGHTY! Of LIVING FOR THE LORD! Of 

BLESSING THE LORD! Of HONORING THE LORD! Of MAGNIFYING HIS 

ALMIGHTY NAME! Of EXPRESSING OUR THANKSGIVING TO HIM! Of TELLING 

HIM OF OUR LOVE FOR HIM! Of DEMONSTRATING OUR FAITHFULNESS TO 

HIM! Of BLESSING, BLESSING, BLESSING THE LORD.  

 

If you have ever deeply, reverently, joyfully praised the Lord, you know that as much as 

the focus of our praise is to be THE LORD, find JOY and HOPE and WONDER and 

EXCITEMENT and BLESSEDNESS in PRAISING HIS HOLY MOST PRECIOUS 

SPLENDOROUS FOREVER ALMIGHTY BRILLIANT FOREVER NAME, amen! We 

ourselves are blessed in the very process of praising Him! And our praise is to be never-

ending, isn’t it? Forever shall never come to an end! Let us praise Him!  

 

BLESSING 330 

 

“O Lord, open my lips, 

And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.” Psalm 51:15 

 

How often we may find ourselves opening our mouths and spewing forth anything but 

praise. Perhaps anger. Perhaps selfish matters. Perhaps control and manipulation. Perhaps 

talk of worldly matter. Perhaps focus on earthly things. Perhaps instructions regarding a 

job, a personal matter. Perhaps this or that. BUT WHAT ABOUT PRAISE? Do we use our 

mouths – AND OUR HEARTS – to PRAISE THE LORD? Praise and worship BLESS 

THE LORD. And we are BLESSED in the process of PRAISING ALMIGHTY GOD. Will 

we open our mouths, and open our lips, and burst forth with WORSHIPING THE LORD? 

Oh, may we learn to do this! Let us use our mouths to BLESS THE LORD JESUS CHRIST 

NOW AND FOREVER, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 331 

 

“Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing 

that the goodness of God leads you to repentance?” Romans 2:4 

 

One of my favorite words in the Bible. One of my favorite words in the world. Ever. And 

I love words. I write and talk to people continually about the Lord Jesus Christ. I LOVE 

words. So it’s a big deal when I have a favorite one. One I love to talk about and write 
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about. REPENTANCE. I believe it’s one of the greatest blessings ever given to humans – 

and one of the greatest BLESSINGS – yes, blessings – to which we are called!  

 

If we do not have true sorrow over our sins against the Lord, if we do not seek His 

forgiveness through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ who died on the cross to pay our sin 

punishment and was raised from the dead, if we do not turn from our sins and turn to the 

Lord and His ways, we will NOT be forgiven and be given everlasting life with Christ.  

 

REPENTANCE is fundamental to receiving everlasting life! And see the verse above? It’s 

the Lord’s love, goodness, His patience and kindness, His lovingkindness to use a lovely 

Bible word, it’s His graciousness and generosity, it’s who God is, His very character, that 

LEADS US BY HIS HOLY SPIRIT TO REPENT AND TURN TO JESUS AS LORD!  

 

So when we know God’s calling us to repent, whether for the first time to surrender our 

lives to Christ as Lord, or whether any other time once we belong to Jesus and simply fall 

along the way, we need to respond to His call to repentance with what? REPENTANCE! 

For the blessing of repentance is the avenue THROUGH CHRIST to everlasting life! 

Hallelujah for repentance! Thank you Father for the blessing and blessedness of sweet, 

sweet, yes hard, so hard, but so beautiful REPENTANCE. Thank you for calling us and 

leading us to you! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 332 

 

“Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay 

hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. Brethren, I do not count myself 

to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and 

reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of 

the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 3:12-14 

 

What is the blessing to which the apostle Paul looks so very forward? A relationship with 

a woman? A house to live in instead of going from place to place preaching the Gospel? 

Hanging out with his friends all the time finding something fun to entertain them? Going 

on a long vacation to get loads of rest since he’s exhausted from serving Christ? THE 

PRIZE – THE REWARD – THE END GOAL – is THE LORD JESUS CHRIST and 

FOREVER WITH HIM!  

 

He doesn’t live in the past as he so clearly states in these verses. He readily confesses he’s 

not perfect and needs to be perfected. He knows the realities of this life on earth. He knows 

the hardships of preaching the Gospel with all the persecution he continually faced. And 

yet he sets his heart and focus upon his final goal. JESUS! The finish line for him is Jesus 

and eternity with Him from the look of it in these verses! 

 

What about you and me? Are our worldly treasures which certainly are blessings our 

highest goal and greatest desire? Or is Jesus our number one blessing, and is pursuing the 
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Lord and the ways of the Lord our number one desire? Is our finish line Christ? Is He our 

prize?  

 

Are we living in the past, or are we striving day by day to chase after Jesus? These verses 

so eloquently describe the life of being in pursuit of the greatest blessing in the universe 

and of living to please and honor Him. JESUS! JESUS! JESUS! 

 

BLESSING 333 

 

“Oh, sing to the Lord a new song! Sing to the Lord, all the earth.” Psalm 96:1 

 

Sing, sing, sing, we can sing to the Lord! To praise and worship Him! To honor Him! To 

glorify Him! To magnify Him! To bless Him! Some of us LOVE to sing! Some of us have 

wonderful singing voices. Some of us like myself can’t even sing “Happy Birthday” in 

tune. Some of us don’t like to sing at all. But regardless, may we sing to the Lord. And may 

we praise Him in all sorts of ways whether it be in song, in dance, in writing, in artwork, 

however we are led, according to how we are gifted and called by Him.  

 

And, when we sing, and when we express our love and thanksgiving for Him in whatever 

other manner, may it be a “NEW SONG” we sing. How so? When we find salvation in 

Christ, when we are born again spiritually, we become new. Our sins are washed away. 

Our past is gone. We don’t need to sing songs of shame, or disgust at what we have done, 

what we have missed out on, how we messed up the past, of what our old lives were like.  

 

We are made new in and through and for Jesus, and we can sing a “NEW SONG”. Filled 

with joy and thanksgiving that Christ is Lord and that we as His followers – as those truly 

devoted to God and His ways – will be in His presence for eternity. AMEN!  

 

Oh, let us sing, and speak, and write, and do whatever the Lord places on our hearts in the 

way of praise, with a song of thanksgiving for all His blessings. ALL of them. Oh, Jesus, 

THANK YOU! Let us sing to you, oh Lord!  

 

BLESSING 334 

 

“Give to the Lord the glory due His name; 

Bring an offering, and come into His courts.” Psalm 96:8 

 

How could we ever, ever, ever give the Lord all the glory He deserves? How could we ever 

thank Him enough? Praise Him enough? Love Him enough? Honor Him enough? He is so 

infinitely wonderful, so infinitely beautiful, so infinitely glorious, so infinitely good, so 

amazing beyond any human words, beyond any human comprehension.  

 

He is so magnificent beyond compare. How can anything we do or say be enough to tell 

the Lord THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU LORD?  
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This verse tells us to give Him the glory He is due. We may never be able to give Him 

enough glory, but we who follow Jesus will have forever to keep loving Him! Not to 

mention to be loved by Him! Oh, glory, glory, glory to the Lord of Lords! Glory to the 

Lord!  

 

Note the second part of this verse. This is the Old Testament. So many, many verses in the 

Old Testament about the old sacrificial system with the seemingly endless requirements 

concerning animal sacrifices, offerings, different types of offerings, etc. The animal 

sacrifice system is gone. We don’t live according to it. What kind of offering can we bring 

the Lord in praise and honor of and glory to Him? How about ourselves? We can offer our 

hearts to Him, our words to Him, our thoughts to Him, and our actions to Him. Our very 

lives to Him! 

 

We can give Him ALL of ourselves. We can surrender all that we are and have to Him. 

That His name would be glorified. It is a BLESSING beyond description to be given the 

HONOR and PRIVILEGE of belonging to Jesus forever and of being given forever to 

GLORIFY HIM! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 335 

 

“Now as He was going out on the road, one came running, knelt before Him, and asked 

Him, “Good Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?” So Jesus said to him, 

“Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. You know the 

commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not bear 

false witness,’ ‘Do not defraud,’ ‘Honor your father and your mother.’ ” And he answered 

and said to Him, “Teacher, all these things I have kept from my youth.” Then Jesus, looking 

at him, loved him, and said to him, “One thing you lack: Go your way, sell whatever you 

have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, take up the 

cross, and follow Me.” But he was sad at this word, and went away sorrowful, for he had 

great possessions.” Mark 10:17-22 

 

This well-known story about the so-called “rich young ruler” who walked away from Jesus 

because he was told he would have to sell his worldly possessions and give to the poor to 

have everlasting life comes with a great blessing. A blessing of a lesson. The man didn’t 

want to give up his earthly riches and what? Take up his cross and follow Jesus. He didn’t 

want to leave his old, fleshly life behind to live the life of a Christ follower. He didn’t want 

to deny self. He didn’t want to die to self. Seems his worldly riches were more important 

to him than the endless riches of being in Christ’s forever presence.  

 

The blessing – and lesson – for us is that NO WEALTH ON THIS EARTH can possibly 

compare to the RICHES OF BELONGING TO JESUS FOREVER. Sure, there is a high 

price to be paid when we walk away from a lifestyle of sin and self to follow the Lord. It 

can be so incredibly hard and hurt so very much and be so very uncomfortable and even 

painful to let go of what our flesh craves when the Lord tells us to let go.  
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But there is NO comparison between worldly riches and temporary earthly pleasures and 

the riches of Christ. How blessed we are that as hard as it is to die to self as we follow 

Jesus, and to turn away from sin, we are blessed each and every day on this earth and 

forever to be in the close company of Jesus forevermore! Oh, how blessed we are! How 

immeasurably awesomely blessed!  

 

BLESSING 336 

 

“Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each 

esteem others better than himself.” 1 Philippians 2:3 

 

This verse teaches so very contrary to the ways of this world, doesn’t it? Our world teaches 

us it’s all about us. Me, me, me. And that we should exalt ourselves. Puff ourselves up. Be 

prideful. Be successful. Yearn and seek after praises for ourselves. Ambitions, ambitions, 

ambitions. To get more for us. More pats on the back. More money. More what we want. 

What we feel we need. More satisfying of our lusts. And that it’s okay to trample over 

everyone else to get to where we want to go to get what we want for ourselves. We’re better 

than others, aren’t we? Or so we’re taught.  

 

The Lord teaches us in this verse and throughout the Bible we need to HUMBLE 

OURSELVES, and that we should live FOR HIM not us, and that we need above all else 

to LOVE HIM with ALL OUR HEARTS – and to LOVE OTHERS! How can it be a 

blessing to hear this? To learn this? To practice this? To do this? To lower ourselves and 

love God and others as His greatest commands?  

 

The JOY of PLEASING THE LORD, the JOY of LOVING HIM, the JOY of LOVING 

OTHERS, the JOY of OBEDIENCE TO CHRIST, the JOY of INTIMATE FELLOWSHIP 

WITH JESUS, oh, the JOY of it all. There is no earthly pleasure that can possibly compare 

to the pleasure and thrill and fulfillment of knowing and loving Christ forever and of living 

utterly for Him. And loving others? It’s exciting, it’s exhilarating, it’s satisfying, and, along 

with loving God, it’s what we were created to do. Oh, the blessedness of it all!  

 

BLESSING 337 

 

“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with 

the glory which shall be revealed in us. For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly 

waits for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not 

willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; because the creation itself also will 

be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 

For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now. 

Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan 

within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body.” Romans 

8:18-23 
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If you want a full understanding of these verses, open the Bible, dig in, seek the Lord, learn, 

understand, grow as He teaches you. Seek the help of people solidly grounded in the Word. 

Most of all, seek the Lord. Know that sometimes we have to come back to scriptures over 

and again, sometimes even leave them for a while and return much later, even years, 

waiting on the Spirit of God to open them up to us and to reveal the nuggets of Truth and 

wisdom within as He teaches and empowers us by His Spirit to learn to live by them.  

 

Sometimes I only understand pieces at a time. Sometimes layers. Oftentimes, the Lord leads 

me back and takes me deeper. Teaching me along the way how to apply them to my life. 

What blessings stand out to you in these verses since this book is focused on blessings?  

 

For me, first and foremost, it’s that no matter what we face in the way of suffering on this 

earth, we can look forward to forever with Jesus when we are His committed faithful 

followers. Also, I think of the sense of laboring before a birth. The pain that seems so 

unbearable for a woman that she must be torn between wanting to stop the pain and wanting 

to go through it because she knows there is a glorious miraculous birth to come. 

 

We as Christ’s followers, no matter our trials and tribulations in our present lives, no matter 

the birth pangs we undergo, go through the labor of this life right now with the knowing 

that one day all suffering will be gone. And we, seeing and enjoying Jesus face to face 

forever, with our own perfected bodies, will know and experience nothing other than 

perfect lives with holy God almighty and no more suffering forevermore. So many 

blessings we experience on this earth, and others – endless ones - we look forward to in 

heaven with Jesus – the very greatest blessing of all!   

 

BLESSING 338 

 

“Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! 

For His mercy endures forever. 

Oh, give thanks to the God of gods! 

For His mercy endures forever. 

Oh, give thanks to the Lord of lords! 

For His mercy endures forever: 

 

To Him who alone does great wonders, 

For His mercy endures forever; 

To Him who by wisdom made the heavens, 

For His mercy endures forever; 

To Him who laid out the earth above the waters, 

For His mercy endures forever; 

To Him who made great lights, 

For His mercy endures forever— 

The sun to rule by day, 

For His mercy endures forever; 

The moon and stars to rule by night, 
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For His mercy endures forever. 

 

To Him who struck Egypt in their firstborn, 

For His mercy endures forever; 

And brought out Israel from among them, 

For His mercy endures forever; 

With a strong hand, and with an outstretched arm, 

For His mercy endures forever; 

To Him who divided the Red Sea in two, 

For His mercy endures forever; 

And made Israel pass through the midst of it, 

For His mercy endures forever; 

But overthrew Pharaoh and his army in the Red Sea, 

For His mercy endures forever; 

To Him who led His people through the wilderness, 

For His mercy endures forever; 

To Him who struck down great kings, 

For His mercy endures forever; 

And slew famous kings, 

For His mercy endures forever— 

Sihon king of the Amorites, 

For His mercy endures forever; 

And Og king of Bashan, 

For His mercy endures forever— 

And gave their land as a heritage, 

For His mercy endures forever; 

A heritage to Israel His servant, 

For His mercy endures forever. 

 

Who remembered us in our lowly state, 

For His mercy endures forever; 

And rescued us from our enemies, 

For His mercy endures forever; 

Who gives food to all flesh, 

For His mercy endures forever. 

 

Oh, give thanks to the God of heaven! 

For His mercy endures forever.” Psalm 136 

 

Why does the psalmist have to – or want to – say over and again that the Lord’s mercy goes 

on forever? Isn’t it enough to just hear this once? To read it once? To write it once? To say 

it once? Why must he repeat this over and again? And why must we keep seeing it? Here 

in these verses – and elsewhere in the Bible. Oh, can we ever say enough, and praise the 

Lord enough, for His unbelievable mercy? If all the Lord had ever done was what the 
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psalmist describes in this psalm, thanking God for His mercy forever would be insufficient, 

wouldn’t it?  

 

But then consider that even as marvelous as all of these wonderful works of the Lord are, 

this is but a tiny, tiny bit of all the Lord has done throughout time, is doing – and will do! 

The psalmist is so joyful! So happy! So thankful! Shouldn’t we be the same when we 

consider the glorious works of our God? Our Lord? Our Savior? Oh, yes! Thank you, Lord, 

for your everlasting mercy! Thank you, thank you, thank you! When we think of blessings, 

how quickly we may consider our physical blessings. Mercy isn’t a physical one, is it? But 

oh, the wonder of it! The grace of it! The fabulousness of it! Mercy, mercy, mercy! Lord, 

continue to have mercy upon us! We need your mercy! Thank you, Father, for your mercy! 

Thank you that it shall last forever! AMEN! How does the psalmist end the psalm? Telling 

us to be THANKFUL! Let us be! Thankful! Thanks be to the Lord! Thank you God! 

AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 339 

 

“I will worship toward Your holy temple, 

And praise Your name 

For Your lovingkindness and Your truth; 

For You have magnified Your word above all Your name.” Psalm 138:2 

 

If you’re familiar with the psalms, you will see how joyous the psalmist is when it comes 

to the Lord. And how filled with praise and thanksgiving he is. He has such a strong, 

vibrant, inspiring focus on the Lord. Wherever it is, it seems, whatever he is doing, 

whatever he is facing, he seems to look past everything else and to look to the Lord. Oh, 

quite assuredly he did not live a perfect life. He fell, and he fell hard. He had his battles. 

We all do. There was nothing perfect about his faith life. Yet despite his circumstances, 

despite his shortcomings, always it seems in the psalms there is this vigilant focus on the 

Lord.  

 

Look in this verse how the psalmist worships how? “TOWARD”. God’s temple. To do 

what? “PRAISE”. For what? The psalmist is specific. God’s lovingkindness. His truth. His 

word. His name. How God specifically has magnified His word over His name. I’m the 

first to confess I’m not an expert with the Bible. I’m just a simple woman madly and 

passionately in love with and devoted to the Lord Jesus Christ. So I can’t write to you with 

total understanding of the magnification of God’s word.  

 

But I can say this. We are blessed in how God uses His Word to cause us to desire to love, 

praise, and worship Him. And, in this verse, how blessed we are to be inspired to focus our 

attention, hearts included, on Jesus. How very vital it is to praise the Lord. How blessed we 

are God uses the psalmist to remind us. And how blessed we are to be reminded of God’s 

lovingkindness and all of His endless goodness and greatness and fantastic works. Let us 

praise the Lord, let us praise Him day after day for now and eternity, let us praise the Lord!  
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BLESSING 340 

 

“…Happy are the people whose God is the Lord!” Psalm 144:15 

 

Seems to be there are tons and tons of gods in this world. Tons and tons of belief in false 

gods. False beliefs. False religions. False teachers. Falsities, falsities. But then there is 

Truth. God’s Truth. And there is ONE TRUE GOD. The Lord Jesus Christ. Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit all in one beautiful majestic forever sovereign God almighty!  

 

People throughout time have sought happiness, haven’t they? Haven’t we? The only 

happiness, the only joy, the only love, peace, and hope that will last FOREVER comes in 

believing in, receiving, knowing, being loved by, loving, enjoying, experiencing, praising, 

worshiping, and living for THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.  

 

When our GOD is THE LORD, we can have AND WILL HAVE forever happiness. No 

guarantee of perpetual happiness on this earth as far as our life’s circumstances, but when 

we turn our hearts and eyes and ears – and very lives – to Jesus, there is a happiness nothing 

and nobody can ever take from us. Blessed we are, so unsurpassably blessed we are to have 

everlasting happiness in and through Jesus. Thank you dear Jesus! For happiness in you, 

AMEN!  

 

BLESSING 341 

 

“Every day I will bless You, 

And I will praise Your name forever and ever.” Psalm 145:2 

 

Can you imagine BLESSING THE LORD every single day of our lives and forever? Can 

you imagine praising His name forevermore? Shouldn’t we do just that? So why don’t we? 

Or, do we? Let us do so! Let us resolve to do so if we’re not. And if we are, let’s resolve to 

continue on with our praise. Because the Lord God almighty is worthy of our praise 

forevermore, oh, yes, He most certainly is! Praise, praise, praise the Lord! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 342 

 

“strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith, and saying, 

“We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.”” Acts 14:22 

 

What Paul and Barnabas went through in the scriptures leading up to this verse in Acts 14 

is beyond comprehension, and it’s so very clear they could have only made it through in 

the strength of Jesus for the glory of Jesus.  

 

Instead of throwing a pity party, running away on vacation, or calling it quits, they went 

right on serving the Lord. And instead of scrambling around trying to get help for 

themselves, they ENCOURAGED OTHERS! And, in so doing, they made it totally clear 
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as we see in this verse that ENTERING THE KINGDOM OF GOD comes with what? 

TRIBULATIONS along the way! They sure had their share of them – to say the very least! 

 

One of the exceeding number of blessings in the Bible is that we can find 

ENCOURAGEMENT and STRENGTH and HOPE in watching others go through their 

own trials. How did they make it through? Through Christ. How can we? Through Christ. 

With what attitude did they go through their trials? With excitement, passion, hope, joy, 

etc. at the prospect of serving the Lord and telling the world about Him. Did they hide the 

fact they faced unbelievable tribulations? No. They used their experiences to give hope and 

encouragement and teaching and application of that teaching to others.  

 

They helped strengthen others. Even those of us today reading in the Bible about what they 

went through serving Jesus. What a blessing to receive all the love, hope, and 

encouragement we find in the Bible through the hearts and lives of those who have loved 

and served the Lord before us. Thank you for this hope, Lord, and encouragement. Thank 

you for your Word! Thank you most of all for you, Lord! 

 

BLESSING 343 

 

“Brethren, pray for us.” 1 Thessalonians 5:25 

 

The apostle Paul, apparently according to 1 Thessalonians 1 along with Silvanus and 

Timothy, his co-laborers in and for Christ, wrote among many things in the letter to the 

Thessalonians these four words. So powerful. Oh, so powerful. “BRETHREN, PRAY FOR 

US.” Wouldn’t you think men of such stature, Christ’s followers, Paul the apostle and his 

co-servants of Christ of all people, whom people have known through the Bible for an 

unbelievably long time, wouldn’t need to ask their fellow believers in Christ for prayer?  

 

Oh, but these men would be the first to say they weren’t men of great stature. In their 

humility, they would have confessed they were nothing without Jesus. And so are we the 

same. Nothing, absolutely, nothing without the Lord. We can’t even draw our next breath 

without God almighty. And so it is that everything we need, and everything we have, and 

everything good, and all our many blessings, all our provision is from the Lord God 

almighty in Christ.  

 

So no matter who we are, no matter our stories, no matter our circumstances, we all need 

the Lord. And we all need prayer. So bless the Lord He included this verse in His Word to 

remind us it’s okay to ask for prayer. It’s important to ask for prayer. It’s beautiful to ask 

for prayer.  

 

And in loving one another, we should ask for prayer. And we should lovingly pray for one 

another. Fully trusting the Lord to hear our prayers and to answer in His time according to 

His perfect will for His awesome glory. 
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Thank you, Lord, for the blessing of prayer. And for the blessing of this verse reminding 

us to ask for it and to pray for others. Amen!  

 

BLESSING 344 

 

“But now I come to You, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have My joy 

fulfilled in themselves. I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them because 

they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. I do not pray that You should take 

them out of the world, but that You should keep them from the evil one.” John 17:13-15 

 

Jesus was praying to the Father before His death and resurrection, and in his prayer to God 

the Father he prayed for His followers then and ultimately for all His future followers on 

this earth. Look at His heart in His prayer. He wanted for His followers HIS JOY! And He 

wanted for His followers PROTECTION FROM THE DEVIL. He also had such 

COMPASSION because He knew His followers were and would be hated because we are 

in but not of this world. Born again spiritually through repentance and faith in Christ as 

Lord, with our hearts and lives surrendered to Him, we become citizens of heaven 

(Philippians 3:20). We belong to Jesus. 

 

But Jesus didn’t pray His followers would be taken off this earth to avoid hatred and 

suffering. We have work to do here for Him in helping to build His Kingdom of followers. 

And we have lives to enjoy here on earth following Jesus and lives in which we are to be 

transformed by the Spirit of God as He prepares us for eternity with Himself.  

 

Can you conceive of the enormity of knowing that Jesus Himself prayed for His followers? 

That we were and are prayed for and interceded for by the Lord? There are more verses on 

this. These are just a few.  

 

Thank you Lord for loving us so much that you pray for us! Please see Hebrews 7:25 and 

Romans 8:34 for more! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 345 

 

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that 

you also love one another.” John 13:34 

 

Jesus doesn’t merely command us to love each other. He tells us to love each other AS HE 

LOVES US! In the same manner! And His love goes beyond any love we can possibly 

imagine. How can we even fathom to love like He does? In such a merciful, graceful, 

generous, sacrificial, lay-down-one’s-life, giving, compassionate, tenderhearted, strong, 

powerful, life-changing, etc. way does Christ love.  

 

And we are to love each other like this? YES! But how? By HIS SPIRIT who lives in His 

followers whereby we yield to Him as HE LIVES THROUGH US! May His love pour into 

and through us by His Spirit! Why is this a “new” commandment? I read somewhere I 
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believe for I was unable to see this on my own that the “new” aspect of loving each other 

is that we are to love LIKE CHRIST! Only when we are born again spiritually through faith 

in Christ as Lord at which time His Spirit comes to inhabit us do we have the capability to 

love like He does. 

 

Imperfectly, yes, but, over time, with study of God’s Word, with practice, with refining, 

with correction, with more and more growth, with utter commitment, yes, with most of all 

God’s power via His Spirit in us, by His grace, in His loving mercy, we learn to love as He 

does.  

 

If you’ve been reading this book since the start, you may remember I already wrote about 

this verse! I honestly had forgotten I already wrote on it. Is it possible the Lord wanted me 

to write about it twice? I believe so! 

 

There is NOTHING more important in God’s commands than to love Him utterly and to 

love others. So may this repetition of this verse be another loving reminder we are to LOVE 

EACH OTHER AS CHRIST LOVED AND LOVES US AND WILL LOVE US AS HIS 

FOLLOWERS FOREVER! 

 

How blessed we are to know His love, to receive His love, to have His love, and to learn 

to live in His love, through His love, for His name’s sake. Blessed are we concerning the 

love of Christ, oh, yes, we sure are! 

 

BLESSING 346 

 

“By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” John 

13:35 

 

How does the world know and see and experience and be inspired by and drawn to God 

through those of us who believe in and follow the Lord Jesus Christ? By how many Bible 

verses we memorize? By how many church services we’ve attended over the years? By 

how many Sunday school classes we’ve attended or even taught? Well, certainly people 

may notice these things about us if they are the case. But what does this verse above say? 

It is OUR LOVE FOR EACH OTHER by which those who do not believe in Christ as Lord 

know we are Christ’s disciples. His students. Believers in Him. Followers of His. So may 

we love one another. Because we’re commanded to do so. Because this glorifies the Lord. 

Because this blesses Him and His Body. And because those in the world who do not have 

a relationship with Jesus can recognize we are Christ’s disciples.  

 

And, oh, may they be drawn to Him through His love for us and in us and through us for 

each other and for them as well! Hallelujah, yes! Oh, the blessedness of this love that all 

begins with the love of Jesus, oh, thank you, Lord!  

 

Did I already write on this verse earlier in this book? Had I once again forgotten? Yes! So, 

so, so very many blessings. Hard to keep up with them all! And, once again in my accidental 
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repetition of a scripture, I am blessed by the opportunity to encourage you to see the 

blessedness of what we find together in this blessed verse!  

 

BLESSING 347 

 

“To Timothy, a true son in the faith: Grace, mercy, and peace from God our Father and 

Jesus Christ our Lord.” 1 Timothy 1:2 

 

How beautiful, what a blessing, how Christ’s followers are His family and are family to 

one another. We can have children in the faith, parents in the faith, grandparents and 

grandchildren in the faith, siblings in the faith, etc., all beginning with and under one perfect 

Father, God almighty! The apostle Paul calls Timothy his son. Timothy is a spiritual son to 

him, and Paul to Timothy is a spiritual father. Can you imagine the bond between them? 

They are bonded by the blood of Christ, and so can we be to our fellow Christ followers! 

Notice how Paul then goes on to say “GOD OUR FATHER”. The ultimate FATHER? 

Jesus! Christ forever! God beautiful God forevermore! Thank you for our family in Christ, 

such a blessing, a beautiful, beautiful blessing, thank you, dear Father, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 348 

 

“This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world 

to save sinners, of whom I am chief.” 1 Timothy 1:15 

 

I love this verse for two reasons. Two blessings, in fact. First, JESUS CHRIST WHO IS 

LORD FOREVER came to the earth in the form of a man, lived the perfect life, and went 

to the cross in our place to pay the punishment we deserve for our sins and was raised from 

the dead to give us the opportunity for everlasting life. We must – yes, MUST – turn from 

our sins in repentance and turn to Him as Lord. Believing in what He did, who He is, what 

He says, all of it, the whole of it. Most importantly, believing in Him. As Lord. As God. 

As King.  

 

The second blessing, and I so love this, is how the apostle Paul calls himself the “chief” of 

all sinners. That’s exactly how I see myself. As the worst sinner of all. And I love how the 

Lord took me from a place of pure pride in which I so looked down on so much of this 

world to a place of realizing I am NOTHING WITHOUT THE LORD and am in 

DESPERATE AND DIRE FOREVER NEED OF HIM! Humility is SUCH a blessing 

because having it pleases and honors the Lord and having it opens the door for Him to save 

us, rescue us, help us, provide for us, grow us, change us, etc. We need to humble ourselves 

before Him continually. For He is Lord! Eternally! Amen! 

 

BLESSING 349 

 

“Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of 

thanks be made for all men, for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet 

and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence.” 1 Timothy 2:1-2 
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Sometimes we know what to pray. Sometimes we don’t. The Lord by His Spirit and through 

His Word teaches us how to pray and what to pray. Here is a perfect blessing of an example. 

Two blessings in these two verses, in fact. First, the blessing that the Lord is telling us 

through the apostle Paul how He desires we pray concerning these matters mentioned. Oh, 

how far, how very far short I fall in this! I am ashamed of how far short I fall in praying in 

this manner. But the hard conviction I receive even in writing this shows me the Lord’s 

love, His grace and mercy, His patience with me, and His reminder it’s time to get my act 

together! 

 

The second blessing in this is that the purpose and point of praying like this is for the end 

result of a quiet and peaceful life for us in which we live godly lives – lives in which we 

honor and revere the Lord! Oh, if only this were the case all around the world right now. 

It’s not, is it? Not even close. So should we give up? Or should we pray? And take 

responsibility for our own lives? Let us pray! And let us ourselves humble ourselves before 

almighty God and love, serve, obey, honor, and worship Him this very day – and all the 

days to come. And forever and ever, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 350 

 

“For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, who 

gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time,” 1 Timothy 2:5-6 

 

Some people believe falsely priests from a certain belief system are the mediators between 

God and man. Some people believe in false gods. Some people believe in lots of gods. 

Some believe in no god at all. The TRUTH is there is ONE TRUE GOD – the Lord Jesus 

Christ. He is God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. All one manifested in 

different ways in each of these three. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

 

The ONLY WAY to have a forever relationship with God is THROUGH REPENTANCE 

AND FAITH IN CHRIST AS LORD who died on the cross for us and was raised from the 

dead. JESUS CHRIST IS THE ONLY TRUE MEDIATOR between GOD and HUMANS. 

He is THE ONE TRUE WAY to heaven, the ONE TRUE WAY TO GOD ALMIGHTY, 

the ONE TRUE WAY TO EVERLASTING LIFE, the ONE TRUE WAY to God’s forever 

love, mercy, and forgiveness.  

 

He sacrificed His life on the cross as OUR RANSOM so we who repent and turn to Him 

as LORD and SAVIOR are FOREVER HIS! Jesus the Mediator, Jesus the one true path to 

God the Father, He is OUR BLESSED GOD FOREVERMORE and the BLESSED 

MEDIATOR all humans need to be in the forever presence of the Lord! Hallelujah for the 

blessing of THE ONE TRUE MEDIATOR through whom we have forever life! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 351 

 

“and by Him everyone who believes is justified from all things from which you could not 

be justified by the law of Moses.” Acts 13:39 
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Oh, if only believing in Jesus were as simple as an intellectual belief. Like believing a chair 

is a chair, a table is a table, a kitchen is a kitchen, etc. But the Bible makes clear even the 

demons believe (James 2:19) concerning Jesus! And most assuredly they are NOT going 

to spend forever with Jesus in heaven! They’re going to burn forever in the lake of fire, 

that’s for sure, isn’t it?  

 

So what kind of believing do we see in this verse? TRUE FAITH. GENUINE BELIEF. 

Sincerely believing Jesus Christ is the only Son of God, died on the cross to pay our sin 

penalty and was raised from the dead, and will reign forever! Sincerely believing the Bible 

is God’s Truth. Sincerely submitting ourselves to the Lordship of Christ and believing all 

Jesus did, is doing, and will do. Believing the whole Word of God. So truly believing in 

Jesus as Lord that we live our lives accordingly!  

 

So what’s the blessing in this verse? Oh, how amazing! How awesome! The Old Testament 

law of Moses contained so many laws that no human being could possibly measure up. We 

could never be justified – declared free and innocent and worthy – concerning all the Old 

Testament laws because we could never measure up to them! We can never measure up to 

God!  

 

But those of us who GENUINELY believe in Christ as Lord whereby we TRULY commit 

our hearts and lives to God and His ways ARE JUSTIFIED – declared innocent. This is so 

because Jesus bore our sin punishment on Himself! He died in our place! He took our 

penalty for us! He was and is our perfect atonement for OUR SINS! Blessed be the Lord 

God almighty who JUSTIFIES US through Christ and thereby gives us the promise of 

everlasting life! With Him! Glory to the Lord most high! Glory to the perfect atonement! 

Glory to Christ! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 352 

 

“And the word of the Lord was being spread throughout all the region. But the Jews stirred 

up the devout and prominent women and the chief men of the city, raised up persecution 

against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them from their region. But they shook off the 

dust from their feet against them, and came to Iconium. And the disciples were filled with 

joy and with the Holy Spirit.” Acts 13:49-52 

 

Paul and Barnabas were PERSECUTED for spreading the Gospel message. So they quit, 

right? They stopped serving Jesus, right? Or, at the very least, they stopped telling others 

about Jesus and how to surrender one’s life to Him, right? NO! Not in the least! They 

simply moved on to the next place the Lord sent them. And to the next people the Lord sent 

them. To keep spreading the Gospel message. And did the persecution produce in them 

bitterness and self-pity and depression and discouragement? Oh, well, sure they were 

human. The Bible doesn’t tell us absolutely everything in total detail. So maybe they had 

their bad moments and even days and perhaps longer. Surely they had their challenging 

times in their hearts and minds.  
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The Bible does show us some of the heartache Christ’s followers experienced! But what 

do these verses show us in the way of a blessing only the Lord could give them – and us? 

That even as they were persecuted, THEY WERE FILLED WITH JOY! Now that verse 

says more, doesn’t it? THEY WERE FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT!  

 

Where do you think the joy comes from in the midst of a horrible battle? THE HOLY 

SPIRIT PRODUCES THE JOY! Joy per Galatians 5:22 and obviously simply from reading 

the Bible is a FRUIT of the Spirit of Christ! And this means any of us who have the Spirit 

of Jesus living inside us because we are His followers have the ability to FEEL JOY and to 

EXPRESS JOY even in the midst of our toughest challenges – including when we are hated, 

neglected, rejected, and persecuted for following and serving Christ! Thank you, Lord, for 

the blessing of your Holy Spirit and for the joy you give us through Him, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 353 

 

“Then all the multitude kept silent and listened to Barnabas and Paul declaring how many 

miracles and wonders God had worked through them among the Gentiles.” Acts 15:12 

 

I LOVE LOVE LOVE this verse for one simple reason. No, not because of all the miracles 

and wonders. Of course that’s wonderful! But what I LOVE LOVE LOVE is two-fold. 

First, Paul and Barnabas, co-laborers for Christ, DO NOT TAKE CREDIT for the miracles 

and wonders. They GIVE THE GLORY TO THE LORD. Second, I LOVE that this shows 

that GOD WILL DO HIS WORK THROUGH US! We don’t have to serve Him in our 

weakness. We serve Him in HIS STRENGTH. Not for our glory. FOR HIS GLORY!  

 

Miracles and wonders are God’s doing. When we are Christ’s followers, we are merely His 

children, His servants, His vessels through whom His blessed Spirit works. Miracles and 

wonders are blessings without a shadow of doubt, but let us remember miracles, wonders, 

and blessings all come from the same almighty source. THE LORD! And are all for the 

same ultimate glory. HIS! 

 

BLESSING 354 

 

“He who covers his sins will not prosper, 

But whoever confesses and forsakes them will have mercy.” Proverbs 28:13 

What a simple and powerful and life-giving and life-changing BLESSED TRUTH! Trying 

to hide our sins, trying to deny them, trying to justify them, excusing them in one way or 

another, anything other than confessing them and seeking and receiving the Lord’s 

forgiveness will NOT lead to anything good. The consequences, in fact, will be horrible! 

Ultimately, deadly! Ultimately, the very ultimate, will be death, hell, and the lake of fire 

forever apart from God.  

 

But when we confess our sins AND TURN AWAY FROM OUR SINS, when we put our 

trust in Jesus Christ as LORD and SAVIOR, we are FORGIVEN! We receive HIS 

MERCY! We are given forever life with Christ! Do we then lead a perfect life? No! We 
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still have our struggles, stumbles, and even falls in our imperfect nature. But we learn to 

follow Jesus. We learn how to do right rather than wrong. How to live according to God’s 

ways not the world’s ways. And, when we do mess up, when the Lord shows us we have 

sinned, we are to do what? Hide our sins? Pretend we’re not sinning? Go back to our old 

ways and stay in them? NO! We need to turn to the Lord and seek His mercy! And be so 

incredibly thankful for it! Blessed mercy! Blessed is the one who receives God’s mercy! 

Oh, yes, thank you almighty God, yes! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 355 

 

“At my first defense no one stood with me, but all forsook me. May it not be charged 

against them. But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that the message might 

be preached fully through me, and that all the Gentiles might hear. Also I was delivered out 

of the mouth of the lion. 2 Timothy 4:16-17 

 

Ever felt all alone when you felt strongly you were in the will of the Lord in loving and 

serving Him? And you wondered why and hurt because those you felt should have been 

walking alongside you to love, help, and support you were doing anything but? Maybe they 

even abandoned you? Left you all alone? The apostle Paul helps us see in these verses that 

WE ARE NOT ALONE in serving Christ! When we are in the Lord’s will, loving Him and 

serving Him, even if everyone walks away, THE LORD IS RIGHT HERE WITH US! HE 

WILL GIVE US THE STRENGTH WE NEED! Look how Paul goes on to say the Gospel 

message was preached THROUGH HIM. That means He didn’t serve the Lord in his 

strength. Nor did he serve the Lord in the strength of his co-laborers. HE SERVED THE 

LORD IN THE STRENGTH OF THE LORD FOR THE GLORY OF THE LORD! 

Blessedly, we can do the same! Hallelujah!  

 

BLESSING 356 

 

“You are my hiding place and my shield; 

I hope in Your word.” Psalm 119:114 

 

Do you ever feel like you desperately want to hide away from the troubles of this life? Like 

you just need to get away this very second from trials and tribulations?  

 

Like the challenges are just too many and too much? But you realize hiding under the 

covers of your bed or hiding behind a closed door or refusing to answer your telephone the 

next time someone who has hurt you calls just won’t suffice?  

 

This scripture reveals to us THE BLESSING OF JESUS BEING OUR HIDING PLACE 

AND SHIELD. We can hide IN HIM, we can hide BEHIND HIM, we can rest and take 

refuge and find love and comfort and compassion and strength and help and hope and 

wisdom IN HIM. 
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And we can find HOPE AND BLESSED TREASURE AFTER TREASURE IN THE 

BIBLE!!!!!!!!!!! HIS VERY WORD! For once we come to see Jesus as our hiding place 

and shield and hope, and once we learn to run to Him and the Bible when we need to get 

away from it all, oh the blessedness of Jesus our hiding place! Thank you, Jesus, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 357 

 

“Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophecies. Test all things; hold fast what is 

good. Abstain from every form of evil.” 1 Thess. 5:19-22 

 

One blessing throughout the Bible is HOW GOD GIVES US INSTRUCTIONS FOR 

LIVING! We’re essentially given a ROAD MAP FOR LIVING! For life! For everlasting 

life with Him through faith in Him and our hearts and lives totally truly devoted to Him! 

We need to pay attention to each and every word in His Word. And the Spirit of God will 

lead us through the Bible and teach us and remind us of what He has taught us and help us 

learn to apply the Truth of the Bible to our lives.  

 

In these few words in the verses above, the Lord gives us multiple instructions. Is one 

greater than the other? Pay attention to the first one. The Lord warns us to not QUENCH 

the Holy Spirit. We should not GRIEVE the Spirit of Christ who dwells in His followers! 

What does it mean to grieve Him? To quench Him? We do not want to hurt God! We should 

not hurt God! We must not live in rebellion against Him! And He tells us in His Word – 

even in these few words – what He wants. And what He doesn’t want!  

 

In this case, in these particular verses, He tells us we are not to despise prophecies. The 

Bible is full of prophecies, is it not? We are to test everything. When we discover what is 

good, that’s what we are to hold onto. So what about the bad? Holding onto the bad would 

grieve the Lord, right? It would quench His Spirit, wouldn’t it? We are to stay away from 

ALL forms – from EVERY – form of evil.  

 

Does it seem like a BLESSING to have to live our lives trying NOT to quench the Spirit of 

God? It most assuredly is hard and challenging, isn’t it? But oh, what a blessing it is! For 

we are given the awesome privilege of loving the Lord God almighty, Creator of the 

universe, with ALL OUR HEARTS. And of living for Him and with Him forever through 

Christ! So to desire, and to strive, not to hurt Him, this is a BLESSING! And that He shows 

us how not to do this, and gives us the strength not to do it, and forgives us when we do 

fall short, all BLESSINGS. Instead of quenching the Spirit of God, may we humbly, 

faithfully, loyally, committedly LOVE AND PLEASE AND BLESS HIM!  

 

BLESSING 358 

 

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift 

of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” 

Ephesians 2:8-10 
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What if the Lord had made it such that we would have everlasting life – a relationship with 

Him now on earth and forever in heaven – based on doing enough good works and earning 

our way to His love and forgiveness and eternal life? First of all, the biggest problem is we 

could never earn our way to any of this! The Lord is perfect, and we are anything but!  

 

Second, even if we could earn our way to Him and to a forever relationship with Him, then 

we would take the credit! Then the glory would be ours, not His! And the blessed beauty 

of the way He has established salvation is that ALL THE GLORY goes to Jesus and to His 

death on the cross and resurrection! Good works are NOT a way to Christ. Good works are 

the RESULT of having a relationship with Christ that HE DIED ON THE CROSS AND 

WAS RAISED FROM THE DEAD so we could have! Once we receive Christ as Lord, it 

is then – and over time, through the course of our lives – that we begin to bear the fruit of 

lives lived for Jesus!  

 

Out of our lives flow the blessed good works that come with the Spirit of God living in and 

through us! The blessedness of these good works? ALL THE GLORY goes to the Lord! 

Get the point? Glory, glory, glory to the Lord for ALL blessings – beginning with Himself, 

His death and resurrection, and the salvation through repentance and faith in Him with our 

hearts and lives genuinely committed to Him that allows us to be in His forever fellowship. 

Praise the Lord God almighty in Christ, AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 359 

 

““As for you, my son Solomon, know the God of your father, and serve Him with a loyal 

heart and with a willing mind; for the Lord searches all hearts and understands all the intent 

of the thoughts. If you seek Him, He will be found by you; but if you forsake Him, He will 

cast you off forever. Consider now, for the Lord has chosen you to build a house for the 

sanctuary; be strong, and do it.”” 1 Chronicles 28:9-10 

 

When King David speaks to his son Solomon about the temple Solomon will build for the 

Lord, he speaks truth to him that is vital for every single human being in the universe. We 

are to know, love, and serve the Lord with all our hearts. With loyal hearts. We are to be 

faithful to God. We are to have what kind of minds? Willing minds. We are to be willing. 

We are to be yielded to God. Surrendered to Him. What does the Lord do? Searches our 

hearts and minds, and He knows and holds us accountable for all we hold in our hearts and 

minds.  

 

So we need to purge them continually when we find in them anything displeasing to Him. 

Such is the case with our words and actions as well! We are to purify ourselves for Christ! 

David also tells his son, and this is true for us as well, that when we seek the Lord with all 

our hearts, we will find Him. He will respond to us. But when we rebel against Him, oh, 

the horrors of the consequences of rebellion against God!  

 

So blessed we are that the Bible is so filled with wisdom for us, and that even in the stories 

of people long ago, there is truth that we need to apply to our own lives. Truth, warnings, 
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conviction, hope, joy, and on and on. The Bible. A book of blessings. A book of Truth. 

God’s Truth. Many books in one, in fact. One whole entire Bible. The blessed Bible. God’s 

blessed Word! Let us read it daily. Let us live by it. God’s voice speaking to us. Let us 

hear. Let us be thankful. Let us obey. Blessed be the Lord! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 360 

 

“Then David gave his son Solomon the plans for the vestibule, its houses, its treasuries, its 

upper chambers, its inner chambers, and the place of the mercy seat; and the plans for all 

that he had by the Spirit, of the courts of the house of the Lord, of all the chambers all 

around, of the treasuries of the house of God, and of the treasuries for the dedicated things;” 

1 Chronicles 28:11-12 

 

King David thought he would build the temple for God but was forbidden by God to do so 

because of the blood he had shed in his lifetime, but he had the opportunity to pour love 

and encouragement and wisdom and direction into his son Solomon to take on the 

enormous task of making the temple for the Lord.  

 

Note in these verses the blessing of the plans David gave his son Solomon. Easy to miss if 

you read too quickly as I have done far too many times when it comes to the Word of God. 

The verses say, “BY THE SPIRIT.” In reference to what? The plans were BY THE SPIRIT! 

The Holy Spirit of God had come up with the plans for the temple. Not humans, but God! 

A blessing back then for the temple, no doubt. But a blessing for us today as well – 

absolutely! 

 

When the Lord desires us to do something for Him, He by His Spirit and His Word will 

make known to us His will, His desires, His wisdom, His plans. Not only that, but He will 

give us His love, grace, mercy, strength, power, and anything and everything we need to 

fulfill His plans He gives us FOR HIS GLORY! Amen! 

 

BLESSING 361 

 

“Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and 

the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers, 

remembering without ceasing your work of faith, labor of love, and patience of hope in our 

Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God and Father,” 1 Thessalonians 1:1-3 

 

Three well-known followers of the Lord Jesus Christ thanks to the Bible which is filled 

with the ministry work of the apostle Paul and also Silvanus and especially Timothy tell 

believers in Christ in Thessalonica that they pray for them. First, however, they begin with 

blessing them. 

 

With what? A heartfelt, “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.” Where does this grace and peace come from? From three humans who love and 
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follow Jesus? Oh, certainly they have grace and peace to share with their fellow believers. 

But where do grace and peace originate? From Christ! Jesus has an endless supply of love, 

grace, and peace for His followers, doesn’t He?!  

 

Oh, the blessedness of His endless fountain of love and all the blessings that come with His 

love! Speaking of blessings, what do these three followers make mention of remembering 

when they pray? That the Thessalonian believers demonstrate in their lives FAITH, LOVE, 

and HOPE. In fact, “patience of hope”. Faith in? Jesus! Love for? Jesus! And others! Hope 

in? Jesus! Who is the common denominator in the grace, peace, faith, love, and hope? THE 

LORD JESUS CHRIST! The greatest blessing in the universe – and the source of 

everything good, of every single blessing that ever was, is, and shall be! JESUS!  

 

BLESSING 362 

 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God 

in Christ Jesus for you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16 

 

Blessings in abundance! God’s Word is filled with them. Even in short verses. Even in 

simple ones. Like this one. God makes known to us His will here. Why do we go through 

our lives at times saying we don’t know God’s will? He absolutely has a specific personal 

plan for each and every one of us, but He also has His will that applies to all of us. This He 

makes known to us in His Word! Like here!  

 

We are to REJOICE. We are to PRAY continually. We are to be THANKFUL always. 

Rejoice. Pray. Be thankful. And should we not also express our thanksgiving to the Lord? 

Yes! Imagine what our lives would look like if every single day we were totally committed 

to fulfill this piece of God’s will for us. Oh, to rejoice! Oh, to pray! Oh, to thank the Lord! 

Thank you, Lord! For all your blessings! Thank you, Lord, for you, blessed Lord! Oh, thank 

you! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 363 

 

““But I say to you who hear: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless 

those who curse you, and pray for those who spitefully use you. To him who strikes you 

on the one cheek, offer the other also. And from him who takes away your cloak, do not 

withhold your tunic either. Give to everyone who asks of you. And from him who takes 

away your goods do not ask them back. And just as you want men to do to you, you also 

do to them likewise. 

 

“But if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those 

who love them. And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? 

For even sinners do the same. And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive 

back, what credit is that to you? For even sinners lend to sinners to receive as much back. 

But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward 
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will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and 

evil. Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.” Luke 7:27-36 

 

We are to be like God in heaven, aren’t we? After all, we were created in His image! And 

when we are born again spiritually, our sins washed away, through repentance and 

believing in Christ as Lord, we are babes in Christ needing to grow in the ways of Christ. 

Most especially in the way of LOVE. For Christ is love – and is the most loving person to 

ever have walked the face of this earth not to mention models to us the greatest love ever 

in the universe!  

 

What does HIS love look like, and how should our love look? The Bible shows us over and 

again of His love and how we are to love. Like in these verses above.  

 

The blessings in this? First, that there is no greater love than the love of Jesus and He offers 

us His love forever through faith in Him!  

 

Second, that He shows us how to love and is our perfect example. Third, no matter how 

hard it is to love some people, the Lord will supply by His Spirit the love we need to love 

them.  

 

Fourth, that the Lord’s love is manifested to us in so very many ways including in His 

ongoing – and never-ending mercy.  

 

More blessings in these verses? Look and see. I won’t be surprised if you find more! By 

now, reading this book, I hope and trust you are learning to see the blessedness of the Lord 

and His Word. Awesome, eh? Yes!  

 

BLESSING 364 

 

“Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away. Also there was no more sea. Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a 

loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will 

dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their 

God. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor 

sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” 

 

Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” And He said to me, 

“Write, for these words are true and faithful.” 

 

And He said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. 

I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts. He who overcomes 

shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son. But the cowardly, 

unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars 



174 

 

shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second 

death.” 

 

Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the seven last plagues 

came to me and talked with me, saying, “Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb’s 

wife.” And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me 

the great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, having the glory of 

God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. Also she 

had a great and high wall with twelve gates, and twelve angels at the gates, and names 

written on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: three 

gates on the east, three gates on the north, three gates on the south, and three gates on the 

west. 

 

Now the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve 

apostles of the Lamb. And he who talked with me had a gold reed to measure the city, its 

gates, and its wall. The city is laid out as a square; its length is as great as its breadth. And 

he measured the city with the reed: twelve thousand furlongs. Its length, breadth, and height 

are equal. Then he measured its wall: one hundred and forty-four cubits, according to the 

measure of a man, that is, of an angel. The construction of its wall was of jasper; and the 

city was pure gold, like clear glass. The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned 

with all kinds of precious stones: the first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the 

third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, the fifth sardonyx, the sixth sardius, the seventh 

chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and 

the twelfth amethyst. The twelve gates were twelve pearls: each individual gate was of one 

pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. 

 

But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. The city 

had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it. The 

Lamb is its light. And the nations of those who are saved shall walk in its light, and the 

kings of the earth bring their glory and honor into it. Its gates shall not be shut at all by day 

(there shall be no night there). And they shall bring the glory and the honor of the nations 

into it. But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an abomination 

or a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.” Revelation 21:1-27 

 

What words would ever be sufficient, what praise would ever be enough to describe and 

thank the Lord for the glory to come in Christ and heaven? Even the Bible itself, even this 

wonderful chapter in the Bible, can black words printed on white paper, can any words at 

all sufficiently express the wondrousness and fabulousness and awesomeness and 

amazingness and magnificence of God almighty in Christ? Those who choose a lifestyle of 

sin instead of Christ, those who choose wickedness instead of Jesus, those who refuse to 

repent and turn to Jesus as Lord, and even those who call Jesus Lord but do not truly turn 

their hearts and lives over to Him, who do not truly commit to live for Him and live their 

lives accordingly, will suffer FOREVER in hell and the lake of fire. There is no worse end 

than this.  
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And there is no greater and more phenomenally breathtakingly beautiful end than to live in 

the face-to-face presence of Jesus the Christ in heaven forevermore! These words in this 

chapter even in the enormity and detail of them give us but a glimpse of what is to come 

for those of us who follow Jesus.  

 

And if you think for even a moment the physical nature and aspects of heaven will be 

astonishingly superiorly stunningly majestic, how can we possibly fathom, imagine, or 

even come close to comprehending the greatest blessing of all? THE LORD JESUS 

CHRIST, who will REIGN FOREVER AND EVER, IN HIS FULL GLORY, with nothing 

to separate us from seeing Him, and being with Him, and loving and honoring and adoring 

and praising and enjoying HIM FOREVERMORE! The KING OF KINGS, The LORD OF 

LORDS. Forever God! With those of us who have given ourselves over to Him as Lord 

here on this earth – in His company FOREVER! AMEN! 

 

BLESSING 365 

 

“Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving;” Colossians 4:2 

 

What a blessing God has called us to pray to Him, what a blessing that He hears our prayers 

as His followers, what a blessing He answers our prayers in His time His way for His glory, 

and what a blessing He encourages us in this simple yet so very powerful verse to BE 

COMMITTED TO PRAYER. TO BE TOTALLY COMMITTED TO IT. Such that we are 

“earnest” about it and “vigilant” about it. These are serious words. Because prayer is so 

incredibly serious. And how are we to be deeply committed to the Lord and to prayer? 

WITH THANKSGIVING. What a strange concept, isn’t it? To pray WITH 

THANKSGIVING. After all, what if our prayers are not answered as we desire?  

 

We need to be thankful we can pray, we need to be thankful the Lord hears us and answers 

us, and we need to be thankful THE LORD JESUS CHRIST ALWAYS – absolutely 

ALWAYS – knows what is best for us when He hears and answers our cries to Him!  

 

The blessed Father God in heaven, the Lord God almighty, He will answer how He desires. 

And before we even know His response to our heart’s cries to Him, we can – and should – 

be thankful that JESUS CHRIST IS LORD FOREVER! That He died on the cross for us 

and was raised from the dead. That He gives us everlasting life with Him when we turn 

from our sins and believe in Him as Lord, truly devoting our lives to the Lord and His ways. 

That when we are His, we will spend FOREVER AND EVER with Him, AMEN! 
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Endless Blessings – Forever! 

 

Many years ago, long before I was a fully committed believer in and follower of the Lord 

Jesus Christ, a friend with whom I have long since lost touch, used the words, “So many 

blessings” in her contact information. In all honesty, I had very little understanding of what 

she meant. Oh, sure, I knew a bit about blessings. But I knew so very little about Jesus, 

virtually nothing about the Bible, and I was a very broken woman with a very broken life 

and a very broken heart on a very broken path who focused very little on anything positive 

and uplifting.  

 

As I was doing a light edit of this book in getting it ready for publication, I realized 

somewhere along the way that I packed into this book probably way more than 365 

blessings from the Bible. I didn’t mean to do so. It’s just this book the Lord placed on my 

heart to write basically poured out of me over the course of time. As I wrote on the verses 

I felt the Lord placed on my heart to use, more and more blessings came to light. Such is 

the nature of the life of following Christ, being filled with and led by His Spirit, and reading 

and living by the Bible. It’s not just “so many blessings.” The blessings are endless – all 

beginning with THE LORD! And continuing FOREVER in Him!  

 

Thank you for being part of this piece of my journey following Jesus, and may you feel 

loved and be blessed and be encouraged to love and follow the Lord Jesus Christ with all 

your heart now & forevermore! 

 

love & blessings,  

 

lara  
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